Faith On the rise
Faith Lutheran Church . 309 Fourth Street Northeast . Valley City . North Dakota . 58072
Volume XXVII Issue IX Monthly
September 2020
The office will be closed
Mon, Sept 7th in
observance of Labor Day.

IN THIS ISSUE:
Pages 2 & 3
A Word from our Pastor
Page 4
Message from
Council President
Page 5
Meet Bishop-Elect
Electronic Giving
Page 6
WELCA News
Team Meetings
Page 7
Luau Thank You
Mission Team News
August Memorials
Page 8
September Birthdays
& Anniversaries
September Service & Care
August Transitions
Page 9
Baptisms
Page 10
Sunday School News
Faith Kids Club
See You at the Pole
Page 11
Confirmation News
Canoe Trip
Jr/Sr High Youth Project
Jr/Sr High Breakfast Club
Page 12
Staff Info
Inserts
Calendar/ Aug Blessings

Sunday Worship Service—9:30am
Sunday School—10:45-11:45am
Christians are the Gathered and Sent community of
Jesus Christ. While gathering in both in-person and
via technology this fall, let us commit to investing
time in our relationship with Christ Jesus and the
community of God. We will continue to follow the
Narrative Lectionary to organize our worship and preaching this school year.
The goal is to center Christ’s followers in God’s story by preaching key stories of
the Bible annually.
We begin by focusing on the Old Testament readings in the fall and New
Testament readings starting at Christmas. “God’s promises”` are our theme!
September 6: Final installment of our series on Job and God’s presence in our
suffering
September 13: Creation and Fall—Outside Worship Service at Chautauqua Park
September 20: God’s Promise to Abraham and Sarah
September 27: God Works through Joseph
October 4: The Promise of Passover

Faith Lutheran Is Live-Streaming Worship!
We are so thankful to have the capability to live stream our worship services each
Sunday! We would like people to view our worship service live if possible,
to make better connections between our in-person worship and the viewed worship.
We open the “live event” on Facebook at 9:20am. Please type
in a “hello!” in the comments to let us know you are watching. Share a prayer concern or joy. Most Sundays we will
have a “host” responding to your comments in real time,
offering virtual hospitality.
We would like more people to subscribe to our YouTube account. There is no fee
to be a subscriber. First make yourself an account on YouTube. You do need to
enter in your email address, along with your name and birthdate. You will receive
an email with a passcode to verify your email address. You will not get regular
emails from YouTube. Then subscribe to our channel: vcfaithlutheran. This is
one word. Click “show notifications”. You will then have an easier time finding
our new posts; they will be under your “subscriptions” and it helps our channel
move up in the search engine if we have more subscribers.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age”.
Matthew 28:19-20
Amy gave her treasurer’s report at the council meeting and received a burst of
applause. I think that is the first time our council has broken out into spontaneous
applause. Someone said, “Praise God!” Another said, “Wow!” “We did it!” proclaimed
someone else. What was the momentous announcement? Our mortgage for our
church facility, built in 2016, is paid off!
Well done, Faith family. We had to work together in the
grief, in the planning, in the sharing of gifts, and in hope of
the future God had in store for us. We have shared a sense
of common purpose. I think that unity and sense of shared
purpose will remain, even as this part of our congregation’s
journey has come to a close.
It is no small thing to pay off this mortgage. 100 households made prayerful and
sometimes sacrificial gifts, believing that God has a mission for this particular group
of Christ’s people. Thank you. I looked over the list of names who have made this
possible. Some have an address in heaven now. Some have young families. Some
have been part of this congregation most of their lives; some have joined in the past
5 years. It took all of us. This was a 10-year mortgage and we worked hard to pay it
off early so the worry and obligation of that significant financial obligation would not
be a barrier to the ministry Christ has set before us and calls us into.
With God-sized faith, the human sized church receives Christ’s blessing. Jesus Christ
blesses the broken church. Christ blesses us with strength and provision and peace
when we seek Him and ask the Spirit of God to direct our paths.
To confused and scared disciples, who both worship him and doubt, Jesus says after
his crucifixion and resurrection: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me: GO, MAKE DISCIPLES, BAPTIZE, TEACH and REMEMBER: I am with you
always to the end of the age”.
Sometimes a congregation can get lost in the “weeds”, focused on the wrong thing, the
loss of our former church home caused us to remember that God is with us and God
has a purpose for us as a congregation. The main thing is to worship Christ and love
our neighbor. That is the center.
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When we live with Christ at our center, our individual lives find peace, hope and joy.
Christ calls us into community that others would experience the same gifts of Christ in
the Holy Spirit. We are stretched in community in ways that are not possible on our own.
In this time of “disconnection” because of COVID-19, may we continue to be the Church.
The People of God that care for one another and those in need. A church that is willing to
change for the sake of another, to reach someone with the love of Christ Jesus. So that
more people would be able to proclaim: I am a beloved child of God. I belong to the family
of God. I make a difference in God’s world.
In one of our publications for the capital campaign we proclaimed that this community of
Faith will give you something that really matters (and we are all part of making this
statement true):
• If you are sad, we will help you find solace.
• If you are wounded, we will help you find healing.
• If you are a worker, we will warmly appreciate and affirm you.
• If you are a stranger, we will sincerely welcome you.
• If you are lost, we will lovingly say to you, “You have come home”.
• If you are indifferent, we will challenge you to be involved.
• If your life is filled with victory and joy, we will celebrate with you.
• If you find it hard to share, we will meet you with the joys of generosity. The best
adjusted people on the planet are generous people.
Jesus Christ is the Hope of the world. God’s power is at work in the world. God shows up
often in unlikely, unexpected ways. After all, the King of the universe was born in a barn.
The Great high priest was despised by the priesthood of his day. We are God’s chosen
instrument for the healing of the world. Terrifying and empowering, isn’t it?! God’s grace
and fullness have spilled onto us, may we be vessels so that blessings flow unto others.
This is God’s purpose for our lives.
Thanks be to God!

Pastor Jolene
P.S. We would like to have a fund for building maintenance. We have already had to
replace eaves that were damaged last winter. If you have been making regular gifts to
the Capital Campaign and are able to continue that contribution at the same level or a
lower level, we will place those gifts into the building maintenance fund.
Thank you for tending to the needs of the parsonage as well. Last month Johnny B
removed two dying trees and a row of shrubs. Our backyard is so open now and my
garden is growing better. Thank you for your care.
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A Message from Our Council President
It’s hard to believe we’re at the end of summer. It’s equally difficult to comprehend how different our
lives have been the last five months. We have made adjustments to our daily lives and have adapted
to a “new normal”.
Now, as we begin a new school year, more changes
are in store. It’s more important than ever to keep
our students and teachers in our prayers.
I am so thankful for you, our Faith family. You
have remained faithful in either attending in
person or by worshiping at home while viewing our
services online. You have continued to support our
church with your financial offerings.
We are a strong congregation and will continue to
make adjustments as necessary to keep everyone
safe while moving ahead with our ministries.
Thank you for faithfulness.
Val Moritz,
Council President

Food for Thought
Recently, I read about Hunter Shamatt, a young man who lost his wallet. He was on his way from
South Dakota to his sister’s wedding in Las Vegas, and he left his wallet on the airplane. The wallet
held the 20-year-old’s ID and debit card, as well as $60 and a signed paycheck. He was sure he
would never see any of those items again. But fortunately for Hunter, the wallet was found by Todd
Brown. Noting the address information on Hunter’s ID, Brown mailed everything back, and then
some. Brown included a note that read, “Hunter, I found this on a Frontier flight from Omaha to
Denver—wedged between the seat and wall. Thought you might want it back. All the best. P.S.
I rounded up your cash to an even $100 so you could celebrate getting your wallet back. Have fun!!!”
While others may have snatched the cash, Brown gave Hunter something more. Folks asked, “Why
would you do such a thing?” Brown replied: “I saw he was just a kid, 20 years old, and there was a
paycheck in there so I saw he was doing his best. I was 20 once. That’s a lot of money for a kid.”
Hunter’s mom posted the story on social media. Never seeking attention in the first place, Todd
state simply: “I just wanted to do the right thing. It always feels good to do the right thing.”
Melanie Silva
from Hometouch Ministry

Prayer: God of us all, wake me up. Keep me alert to the needs of
others that I too might always opt to pay it forward. Amen.
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Meet our Bishop-Elect
The Rev. Tessa Moon Leiseth, Moorhead, MN was elected August 16 to serve a six-year term as
bishop of the Eastern North Dakota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
The bishop-elect has served as interim senior pastor of Horace Lutheran Church in Horace, ND since
2019. She served as interim pastor of Christ the King Lutheran Church in Moorhead from
2018-2019, Southern Africa country coordinator for ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission from
2012-2017 and campus pastor at Concordia College in Moorhead from 2008-2012. Concordia is one
of 26 ELCA colleges and universities. Moon Leiseth also served as associate pastor of Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church in East Bethel, MN from 2000-2006; youth and family pastor of Abiding Savior
Lutheran Church in Mounds View, MN from 1998-2000; and intern pastor of Baudette Lutheran
Parish in Baudette, MN from 1996-1997.
Moon Leiseth received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Concordia
College in 1992 and a Master of Divinity degree from Luther
Seminary in St. Paul, MN in 1998. Luther is one of seven ELCA
seminaries.
Moon Leiseth’s installation is scheduled for 2pm, October 31st, First
Lutheran in Fargo.
Information from Eastern ND Synod Newsletter.

Electronic Online Giving
We have had an increase in the number of households giving online. We thank
you for your online contributions.
Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our church year
round. Consider scheduling a recurring electronic contribution. Even when social distancing, travel,
illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions will
continue to be received on an uninterrupted basis. It’s easy! You will no longer need to write out
checks and prepare envelopes every week. Get started today! Visit our church website:
www.faithlutheranvc.org and click on Give Online. You choose the amount and the fund/s you
would like to give your contribution. The office also has authorization forms. Please note for those
giving online an “I give electronically” card is in the basket on the usher table that you may place
in the offering plate as a symbol and reminder of your commitment to the mission of Faith Lutheran
Church.
All contributions receive whether you give using online giving, offering envelopes, pew envelopes
or checks are recorded. Quarterly giving statements are sent out so you are able to see your household contributions to each of the funds you have given to.
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WELCA News
Faith WELCA met Monday, August 10, 2020. After much
discussion it was the consensus of the board that because of the
COVID-19 Pandemic we will not be having a Fall Festival
this year. We will, however, be having a Quilt Week. During
this specified week the handmade quilts of our dedicated
quilters will be on display and for sale in the Fellowship Hall.
We will also be having a “No Bake Bake Sale”. We will be
asking that you donate a monetary amount in lieu of baking items for the bake sale or
making crafts for the craft sale. A letter will be sent in September with the specifics. We
will be sending out envelopes in the next newsletter for you to return your donations in.
Many non-profits are going to suffer this year because of the pandemic. We normally
donate $7,000-$8,000 to nonprofits and we are just one entity of many that the nonprofits depend on.
Please pray about this and give what you feel you can. If conditions improve, we may still have a holiday
lefse sale or possibly a spring fling.
We also discussed what to do with the old dishes. We have asked the Synod if they know of any group
that could use them and have not received any response. If anyone would like any of the dishes please let
Cheryl Foell know, 840-1368. We will be contacting different organizations to see if they could use them.
Future dates to keep in mind:
 August 5-8, 2021: Women of the ELCA Gathering in Phoenix, AZ. The theme is
“Just Love”.
 The September 19 EaNDSWO Fall Convention has been cancelled until
September 11 or 18, 2021.
I would like to remind you all that all women of Faith Lutheran are members of WELCA and share the
WELCA mission: Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
.

The Purpose of WELCA is: As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship
in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in
the church, the society, and the world.
Blessings to all,
Cheryl Foell, WELCA President

AUGUST TEAM MEETINGS
Men’s Group—Meets Sat, Sept 19 at 8am

Altar Guild—Meets Wed, Sept 9
at 10:30am

Mission Team—No September Meeting
Council—Meets Thur, Sept 17
at 7:00pm

October Service & Care— Meets through
emails/texts/ phone

FLC Staff—Meets Wed, Sept 2 at 1:30pm
& Wed, Sept 16 at 1:30pm

WELCA—Meets Mon, Sept 14 at 3pm
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Back to School Luau Thank You
Thank you for making our 10th Back to School Luau a success! We had to make
adjustments to the luau because of the coronavirus and desire to keep others safe.
This was the first year we had curbside pick up. It was a learning experience and we are
thankful for everyone’s patience!
Thank you to everyone who helped and served with a smile! We
are thankful for all the students who helped especially the new 7th
graders! Thank you Kent & Patty Gronlie and Darin & Julia Anderson
for the donations of sweet corn! Thank to the corn pickers & huskers
& cookers. The next time you see Brenda Klein, Diane Busche, Tonya
Samuelson, Cindy Waagen, Gina Thornton and Pastor Jolene (and their
families!) THANK them for organizing and leading this event.

Mission Team Project News
Faith Lutheran Mission Team would like to thank those who donated school supplies and gave monetary
gifts to our school supplies drive. It was another successful year! Supplies were donated to Jefferson and
Washington Elementary Schools. The supplies are used to help students needing them during the school
year. The monetary gifts were split between the two schools to be used to supply other student needs
that often come up. We also purchased items for the Hi-Liner Pantry at the Valley City High School with
a $250 Thrivent Action Card received by Kay Bostrom. Thank you Kay! Pictured is a small sample of
what was collected.
Throughout the month of September the
Mission Team will be collecting new socks
of any size to be donated to APOC (Abused
Persons Outreach Center). A container will
be in the gathering area for you to put your
donated socks.

The Mission Team will not meet in September. The next meeting will be Tuesday, October 6 at
5:30pm.

August Memorials
In memory of Scott Hansen given by Lois Brandvold (Proclaim); by Illa
Glandt (Undesignated); by Mary Johnson (Video Equipment); Al & Nancy
Sorensen (Undesignated).
In memory of Tracey Hill given by Gloria Glandt (Undesignated); by Illa Glandt (Undesignated).
In memory of Jon Horner given by Jan Barlow (Undesignated).
In memory of Roy McDonald given by Al & Nancy Sorensen (Undesignated).
In memory of Steve Welken given by Larry & Deloris Welken & Family (Proclaim & Altar Flowers).
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 1. Elle
Lindemann, Trent Moritz, Chloe Sayler;
2. Lisa Limesand, Haley Sayler, Brian
Welken; 3. Erika Dalgliesh, Paul Lindemann;
4. Corbin Germann, Nate Zerface; 5. Scott
Beilke, Scott Johnson, Linda Moser, Michael Schmidt II;
6. Kyle Kohn, Patty Myers, Ridge Rischmiller, Taylor
Storhoff, Tanner Werkhoven; 7. Emery Wiebe; 9. Cooper
Bopp, Rhonda Friestad, Al Sorensen; 10. Ayden Ness,
Dave Pedersen; 11. Russ Hilborn; 12. Lois Brandvold,
Brenda Swanberg; 13. Reagan Holm, Tyler Van Bruggen,
Vicki Zinck Metcalf; 14. Lorraine Mehus, Jessica
Ranisate; 16. Kay Bostrom, Holt Gubrud; 17. Elsie
Benson, Justin Foell, Jacee Klein, Jordyn Klein, Jenna
Mairs, Katie McCullough; 19. Loree Morehouse, Thomas
Schlotman; 20. Deb Beilke, Brandon Erickson, Jordy
Stearns, Austyn Thornton; 21. Alex Jenrich, Tyson
Jenrich; 22. Kassidie McCullough; 23. Jessica Johnson,
Steve Nelson, Emma Willey; 25. Ardie Gregerson;
26. Thatcher McCullough, Owen Struble; 27. Miranda
Erickson, Tifani Komrosky, Daxson Nieuwsma, Phyllis
Smedshammer, Waylan Starr; 28. Patty Altringer, Shane
Germann; 29. Amelia Wiebe; 30. Carson McCullough,
Ashley Nickelsen.

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 1. Brian & Laura
Klevgaard, John & Mary Stearns; 4. Rick & Audrey
Bredeson, Scott & Nicki Brockopp; 6. Greg & Kellie
Schulz; 9. Matt & Rachel Kilmon; 10. Clyde & Peggy
Williamson; 12. Josh & Jessica Kaiser; 13. Wayne & Leah
Thoreson; 16. Leighton & Dianne Smith; 17. Paul &
Doreen Vangerud; 21. Nathan & Samantha Boll, Kermit
& Jill Pederson; 22. Mark & Jill Foss, Tom & Ashley
Kellogg; 23. Mike & Vicki Z. Metcalf; 26. Ralph & JoAnn
Hooper; 27. Joe & Reneé Martin, Brian & Brooke Yanish.

August Transitions in Our Parish
DEATHS: Our sympathies to the family & friends of Scott
Hansen. Scott died Monday, July 28, 2020. His funeral
was held Saturday, August 1 at Faith with Pastor Jolene
officiating.
Our sympathies to family & friends of LeRoy (Roy)
McDonald. Roy died Wednesday, July 29, 2020.
Graveside service was held at Memory Gardens on
Thursday, August 6 with Pastor Terry Monson officiating.
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September Service & Care
**Jack & Val Moritz
**Don & Kathy Schlotman
Bud & Verna Anderson
LaVerne Bjornson
Paulette Everson
Gloriann Gaarder
Paul & Nancy Hilborn
Cindy Knudson
Kaila Knudson
Margie Lima
Steve & Tara Nelson
Lorraine Nitschke
Steve & Karen Nitschke
Shirley Olson
Terry & Sandi Pollock
Connie Ronholm
Brian & Brooke Yanish
*Thank you for serving!

August Attendance
August 2
58 & 162 online views
August 9
61 & 90 online views
August 16
14 in person
EaND Synod Assembly
Worship Service Livestreamed
August 23
43 & 128 online views
August 30 (not included)
*online views are households watching

Offering
January
$18,110.48
February $21,585.00
March
$17,027.00
April
$15,633.00
May
$17,979.00
June
$12,133.00
July
$16,062.00
August
$16,779.00
(August 30 not included)
Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$20,585.61

August Transitions in Our Parish
BAPTISMS: We welcomed each of these young blessings from God:
Axell James Lunn, born August 11, 2019 and baptized Saturday, August 1, 2020. His parents are
Jordan Lunn & Mercidez Gille and sister is Kennedy.
Liam Vincent Greenley, born April 28, 2020 and baptized Saturday, August 8, 2020. His parents
are Merl & Tiffany Greenley and siblings are Odin & Zoey.
Kashton James Smith, born April 21, 2020 and baptized Sunday, August 23, 2020. His parents are
Orlando & Kylie Anderson.
Ellie Ann Larson, born June 15, 2020 and baptized Sunday, August 23, 2020. Her parents are
Brandon & Nicole Larson.

Kashton James Anderson

Axell James Lunn

Ellie Ann Larson

Liam Vincent Greenley
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Sunday School Begins September 20th!
We are looking at starting Sunday School on Sunday,
September 20th! Please watch for a letter and registration
form coming in the mail very soon. This year we will be doing
Sunday School differently due to the pandemic. We won’t
really be using the Sunday School classrooms. We will be
doing a large group style Sunday School, and we will be doing
this outside or in the sanctuary. When and if we break up
into small groups, we will separate throughout the sanctuary.
Please have your child bring a mask to Sunday School. The kids will not be required to
wear their masks the entire time at Sunday School. They will only have to wear them
if we are in closer spaces together. We can’t wait to see the kids!
Please have your registration forms back to church by Wednesday, September 16th.
Thank you!

Faith Kids Club Schedule

We welcome all 4th-6th graders to come to our Wednesday afterschool program! Kids Club
meets Wednesdays from 3:15-5pm here at Faith or once a month we go do a service project
around the community. This year we might not be able to do service projects as frequently
due to the health guidelines we will be following. The children are picked up with the church
van from Washington School and parents pick them up from Faith. Wendi Wilmes will be
leading Faith Kids Club.
If there is no school at Valley City Public Schools, there will
be no Kids Club.
*We will be tentatively starting Kids Club on Wednesday,
September 9th! Watch for more information soon!

September 23—See You at the Pole!

Join together in prayer with youth of all ages
at the VCHS flagpole on Central Avenue on
Wednesday, September 23, at 8am. We will pray
for our youth, community, and whatever else God
calls us to pray for.
We encourage our junior and senior high youth to
come together with their peers to pray.
Sponsored by the Barnes County Ministerial Team.

ELCA Youth Gathering
in Minneapolis July 24-28, 2022!
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Parents please plan to attend the opening confirmation session on
September 9th at 6:30pm WITH your student. 8th and 9th grade parents
will receive the updated Confirmation Parent Handbook, calendar, and
checklist.
Confirmation sessions will be offered in person and online this school
year. We will meet in the sanctuary and it is easy to physical distance.
Masks will be worn when you are talking with someone or when you
cannot observe 6 feet apart. Those that are needing to be isolating
or have health conditions that make them uneasy about coming to
gatherings will be able to participate online.

September 2: Confirmation Guide Meeting at 7pm in the fellowship hall
Regular Wednesday Schedule:
6-6:25pm - Gathering Time w/healthy snacks served
6:30-7:30pm - Large Group Learning and Worship Time
September 9: Confirmation Begins! - Intro to the Lord’s Prayer
September 16: Teach us to Pray
September 23: Hallowed be Your name
September 30: Your Kingdom Come
October 7: Small Group

Boundary Waters Canoe Trip
A meeting to see who is interested in the Boundary Waters canoe trip will be Wednesday,
September 30th at 6pm. John Samuelson and Scott Tichy are in the process of planning
the Canoe trip for next summer. The Boundary Waters trip will likely be the last week of
July 2021. This canoe trip has become a favorite of our youth. The trip is an amazing
experience to explore the beauty and peace of the Wilderness, to build community,
strengthen faith, and to discover how strong (mentally and physically) one is.

Hey Jr/Sr High Youth!

Sunday, September 20th join Wendi at the church for a “Kindness
Rocks Project” at 2pm! We will be painting rocks, and then we will be
walking around and placing these rocks around Valley City. When we
are finished, we will come back to the church for some treats! Then
we will make a small gift basket for our members from Faith who aren’t
comfortable with attending in person worship yet.

Jr/Sr High Breakfast Drive Thru Club

We will be starting a Breakfast Drive Thru Club beginning September 2
on Wednesday mornings starting at 8am! This will be available for all
Faith 7th-12th graders! Starting at 8am, come to Faith to receive a
breakfast treat and a blessing in a sack that you can take with you on
your way to school! Watch for more information coming soon!
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse
Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz

Church Office:

(701) 845-4390

Fax Number:

(701) 845-5887

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Treasurer: Amy Johnson
Coordinator of Youth Ministry and
Sunday School: Wendi Wilmes
Accompanist/ Worship Coordinator: Cyndi
Hill

Custodians: Mark & Sandy Brandvold
Council President: Val Moritz
Council: Sandy Brandvold, Paulette Everson,
Brandon Nadeau, Mike Nix, Karla Ranisate,
Tyler Van Bruggen, Cindy Waagen, Jeremy Wiebe

E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pr. Jolene’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: treasurer@faithlutheranvc.org
Wendi’s E-Mail: wendi.wilmes@gmail.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com

“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

Faith Lutheran Church - 309 4th St NE - 845-4390 - office@faithlutheranvc.org

August Blessings

