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Pastor Call Progress!
This is an exciting time for Faith
Lutheran as we move forward
with the Call Process for a New
Pastor! The Transition Team
has submitted the Ministry Site
Profile to the Eastern North
Dakota Synod and it has been
approved and is now available for
all ELCA ministers considering a
new call! We thank Erin Metcalf,
Nancy Ost and Sue Milender
Toppen for their diligent work,
thought and time they put into
Transition Team (l-r): Sue Milender Toppen,
completing the Ministry Site Profile to best
Erin Metcalf, Nancy Ost
represent our congregation. We thank the
congregation for their insight and input as well.
The Transition Team has
now “passed the ball” off
to the Call Committee.
They will be meeting
with prospective pastors
for our congregation.
They may need to
travel to visit with a
prospective pastor
and/or meet with a
prospective pastor here
in Valley City. This is
an important part of the
call process. The Call
Committee will discern
if the prospective pastor
is a “good fit” for our
congregation and if we
Call Committee: (back, l-r) Tim Ost, Tyler Van Bruggen, Scott Johnson;
are a “good fit” for the
(front, l-r) Brianne Foell, Elise Miller, Jenna Mairs
pastor as we move
forward.

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
People of Faith,
As the seasons change and the weather begins to get cooler, November gives us a great reminder that we should
be thankful in all times and circumstances. It is often easy to be thankful when things are going our way and
everything is going as we planned. But, this is not how life always happens. Many times in our life we face trials
and hard times in which we struggle to be thankful. It is in these times that being thankful is most important.
When we are thankful, we remember all of the good things in our lives and eventually can even see the positive
aspects that can come out of the difficult times in our lives. So, to help through the trials and tribulations of life,
I want to invite all of us to enter into the mindset of thankfulness and gratitude.
There are six steps that can remind us of what we have to be thankful for and can guide us into being thankful
when things are more difficult.
1. Recognize and remember the good things in your life.
• When things get hard, measure the positive progress that has occurred in your life, through
good times and hard times.
2. Choose to express gratitude and thankfulness every day.
• Even on the hardest day, give thanks for something that is good in your life (family, church, rest,
being alive, a good show, etc.).
3. Start each day by thanking God.
• Each and every day that we have is a gift from God, and we should thank God for each day an
for what has been provided to us.
4. Focus on the present to feel thankful.
• Be appreciative for what you have and where you are in your life right now. Focus on what you
have achieved, this will help to build confidence in yourself.
5. Express gratitude for the people that matter most.
• Every person is in your life for a purpose. Give thanks for the people in your life who make a
positive impact and for those who love you no matter what.
6. Be intentional about being thankful.
• As you start, schedule thankfulness into your day. Eventually it will become a habit and will
improve your outlook on life dramatically.
What is it that you are thankful for? As a congregation we can be thankful for the transition team and call
committee. These people have stepped up to the task at hand and are ready for the work that they have been
called into in the search for a permanent pastor here at Faith. We can also be thankful for the coming of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. After Thanksgiving we enter into the church season called Advent. This is a time
of waiting and preparation for Jesus. Throughout this season we wait and prepare for the one for whom we can
be most thankful for. It is because of Christ that you receive this newsletter and because of Christ that we get to
gather together for worship each week.
I can’t wait to continue worshipping, praising, and thanking Jesus together.
Peace,

Pastor Kyle
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Ministry Match Call Committee Funding
The Stewardship and Finance Committee is asking for funding to help cover the expenses that
come with searching for and calling a new pastor. An anonymous donor has offered to match all
funding up to $5,000, until January 16, 2022.
The funds received will help cover the call committee’s travel expenses,
the travel expenses for potential new pastors, the moving cost for our new
pastor, and other important functions of the call process. If the funding
exceeds the costs of calling a new pastor, the remaining balance will be
used toward the ministry of Faith Lutheran. To give to this fund use a
donation envelope and notate – Ministry Match. If you write a check
please write Ministry Match in the memo. You may also go to our website:
www.faithlutheranvc.org and donate to Ministry Match online.

Call Progress Chart
We do have a progress chart on the table in the gathering area. This chart has the steps we will go
through as we search for our new pastor. As progress is made we will color it in with a red marker.
We encourage you to look it over so you know what we will be doing. Details for each step are on the
chart. We pray to God for guidance as we go through this process.
Steps to be taken are as follows (bottom to top)
• Current Pastor Resigns—complete
• Beginning the Interim—complete
• Ministry Site Profile—complete
• Call Committee—organized and installed.
• Considering Candidates
• Call Extended
• Call Accepted/Welcoming New Pastor

Year Round Stewardship
We thank you for your continued financial support, active participation and prayers which help our
congregation thrive. There are several ways you can give financially. You may drop your offering
envelope, check or cash in the basket Sunday mornings. You may mail your contribution to our
church PO Box 606 or drop it by the office. We also provide the option to give online. We would like to
thank all of you who have already signed up for online giving and encourage everyone else to consider
it as well. When you can’t make it to worship because of illness, travel, or other circumstances or are
worshipping online with us for any reason. You are still able to give using the one time gift option.
You can also ease your mind by not having to remember checks or cash every week by signing up for
the recurring giving options in increments of weekly, monthly, or whatever works for you. It’s easy to
set up on our website: www.faithlutheranvc.org. Go to the website then click on
the button that says Give Online. Then follow the prompts to set up your log in
and password. The General Fund donation button is what you would choose for
your regular offering. There is also the choices of Ministry Match, Building Fund,
Thanksgiving Baskets, WELCA . If you scan the QR Code with your smartphone it
will take you to the website. We thank you for all that you give to Faith and hope
that you prayerfully consider your ability to give a little more.
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A Message from Our Council President

As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, I am aware of my shortcomings in giving thanks for
all that God has provided for me. Oh, sure, I give thanks in my daily devotions and prayers.
But sometimes that becomes automatic, and I need to be more intentional in giving thanks.

Being thankful isn't just for the Thanksgiving holiday or when things are going well in our lives.
If we’re feeling overwhelmed and worried about tomorrow, we can thank God for his promise to
never leave us or forsake us.
I recently read there’s evidence of a lengthy line of health-related benefits from being grateful.
They include fewer physical symptoms, more time spent exercising, less physical pain, more sleep
and increased sleep quality, lowered blood pressure, decreased feelings of depression, and an overall
boost to vitality and energy. Being thankful for the many blessings we receive enriches our lives!
How great is that!!
I am ever grateful for my Faith Lutheran family. During this time of transition in our congregation,
I am thankful for the spirit of cooperation and willingness that enables the many ministries to
continue. I am thankful for all the ways God has blessed our congregation in the past and am
thankful for the things he will do for us in the future.
God Bless!
Val Moritz, Council President

Revision to the FLC Mission Statement
The council recommends the following revision to the Mission Statement of Faith Lutheran Church.
This will be voted on at the annual meeting in January.
WELCOME, SERVE, EQUIP, SEND
Faith Lutheran is here as a welcoming Christian community to all members and visitors, committed
to serving the needs of those in the congregation, the local area and those outside our immediate
reach. We seek to equip followers of Christ with the biblical message and to rise up talents for the
work of ministry, and to send out faith-filled men and women into a hurting world with a
personal Christian witness.
The Council recommends replacing the words men and women with the word people.
Rationale: This revision would more closely align with the wording in the constitution.
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All Saints Sunday—Sunday, November 7
Sunday, November 7 is All Saints Sunday. We celebrate the baptized
people of God, living and dead, who make up the body of Christ. We
celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our
beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. During the
worship service we will remember those who have died in the past year.
A candle will be lit for each person as their name is read. Those at worship may also light a candle in
remembrance of a loved one that has went on before them. We will also celebrate those who have
been baptized in the past year. God bless the children and their families.

The First Sunday of Advent
is November 28th.
“Prepare the way of the Lord.”
Isaiah 40:3
A Prayer of Gratitude
Dear God,

Thank you for your amazing power and work in our lives, thank you
for your goodness and for your blessings over us. Thank you that
you are able to bring hope through even the toughest of times,
strengthening us for your purposes … Forgive us for when we don’t
thank you enough, for who you are, for all that you do, for all that
you’ve given. Help us to set our eyes and our hearts on you afresh.
Renew our spirits, fill us with your peace and joy. We love you and
we need you, this day and every day … In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Written by Rachel Dawson

2022 Daily Texts
If you are interested in having the church order you the 2022 Daily Texts
please let Julie in the office know. She will also put a sign up sheet out in
the gathering area. If you would like to purchase the Daily Texts directly you
may go to the Mt. Carmel website: www.mountcarmelministries.com, The
cost is $12.95 for 1-5 books, $9.95 for 6-49 books, and $8.95 for 50-99 books.
It would be good if I could order a quantity with the larger discounts. I will
order the Daily Texts in December.
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WELCA News
Faith Lutheran WELCA met on October 13. Our primary business was to decide if
we should proceed with a revised version of the Fall Festival. It was the consensus of
the board that we will tentatively plan to hold a Christmas Fest on Saturday,
December 4, 10am-2pm. We will not serve a meal, utilizing the dining area for
baked items, the gathering area for crafts and the sanctuary for quilts. We will be
asking the service and care chairs to notify their people in November. The Health
Department had informed us that Covid was predicted to peak the middle of
October and so we are praying that December will be safer for all. Once again, thank
you for your patience and understanding.
Thank you Nancy and Tim Ost for removing the flowers and changing
the planters to Fall. The Fall decorations look great!
The following is some information on WELCA from their website:
Through various program areas, Women of the ELCA’s community of
women provide services in their churches, communities, and even
the world.
We engage in ministry: we take action through advocacy; we promote healing and wholeness,
and we support one another in our callings.
We offer anti-racism training; address domestic violence, commercial sexual exploitation, and human
trafficking; and support families with special needs.

We assist participants in their desire to discern God’s call in their lives and to discover their spiritual gifts
through workshops, retreats, resources, scholarships, and global education.
We offer grants to not-for-profit organizations, both domestic and international, that support healing
and wholeness for women of all ages through the affirmation and advancement of women’s emotional,
physical, and spiritual health.
Join us as we make a difference in the world.
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, November 10 at 3:30pm.
May everyone stay well and enjoy our beautiful fall weather.

Cheryl Foell, WELCA President

Community Thanksgiving Service
Everyone is invited to attend the annual Community Thanksgiving
Service offered by the Barnes County Ministerial. It will be held on
Sunday, November 21st at 4pm at the UCC Congregational Church,
217 4th St NW.
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Faith Lutheran Men’s Group News—Pancake Brunch
Our Men’s Group Fall Pancake Brunch was a success! It was a success because of the wonderful
support of the members of our congregation, the support of the community and the support from
members of various other congregations. It was a success because of the tremendous help from the
guys in Men’s Group, both on Saturday doing the preliminary preparations and on Sunday doing the
preparing and serving of the Brunch. It was a success because we made money to use on various
projects in our Church.
It was so rewarding to hear all
the Laughter and Fellowship
from the guys working and
from the people eating and
visiting in the Fellowship
Hall. Many compliments were
received and were greatly
appreciated. It was exciting
to see all of the Activity
happening in Our Church.
Our Heartfelt Thanks are
extended to Julie in the office,
Our Faith Lutheran Family,
members from other Congregations, to the guys in Men’s Group for all of the help, to Joe Lunde
for the Potatoes and preliminary work, to Al Sorensen for doing much of the preliminary leg work,
to Randy R./Brad K. and the Youth (parents) for help working the tables and finally to all for the
generous donations and one anonymous supporter for a very generous Donation! It all combined to
be Great, Fun and Rewarding Day!
May GOD Bless Each and Everyone of You!
Duane Larson

Mission Team Project News
The Mission Team will continue collecting new hats, mittens and gloves through November for
donation to our local schools and community. Please note that warm, thick, water-proof gloves are
best for our schools since students are playing in the snow at recess. Children may forget, misplace
or lose their hats and gloves so having extras available for them is a good thing when it’s cold and
snowy.
In mid-November the Mission Team will set up the Christmas tree with names of
boys and girls and the gifts they would like in support of the Angel Tree Prison
Ministry Program. The families are grateful for your generosity of purchasing gifts
for the children of the incarcerated parent.
We will continue to collect loose change, dollar bills and checks on Sunday mornings at least through
November for the Mission Christmas Fund. Thanks to your giving we are up to $496! That is
double from where it was last month. This is the fund that is used in December to provide gift cards
from local businesses to members of our congregation that could use them due to illness or other
circumstances. Your donations of any size are helpful. Thank you for your generosity!
The Mission Team will meet Tuesday, October 5 at 5:30pm.
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS:
2. Nick Horner; 3. Chaise Johnson,
Brad McKay, Teanna PerDue; 4. Damon
Bong; 5. Joci Jorissen, Doug McPherson,
Jace Thompson; 6. Lexia Nix; 7. Mavrick
Ludwig, Mazie Ludwig, Megan McKay,
Stephanie Ness; 8. Duane Larson, Kermit Pederson; 9. Tony
Cooley, Mike May, Larry E. Sayler, Diane Sommerfeld;
10. Ben Horner, Shelby Thoreson; 11. Ruby Hansen, Marlys
Hilborn, Nancy Hilborn, Ralph Hooper; 12. Kenadie
McCullough, Shane Ost; 13. Larry Welken; 14. Hannah
Miller, Jenny Roberts; 15. Amanda Pilgrim; 17. Carver
Pederson; 20. Devin Haugen; 21. Teagan Klevgaard, Vicki
Pedersen; 22. Curtis Smedshammer, Tanner Thomsen;
25. Ashton Auka, Josh Kratz, Devyn Thornton; 26. Jayce
Auka, Jordan Aus, Rhett Holm, Kaila Knudson, Ryder
Yanish; 28. Joanna Anderson, Sophie Mallette; 29. Joesi
Klein, Tony Mikkelsen, Jack Samuelson; 30. Greg Friestad.

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES:
4. Mike & Julie May; 9. Joe & Martee Lunde; 10. John &
Elise Miller; 21. Greg & Sarah Friestad; 24. James & Janet
Thornton; 26. Adam & Amanda Pilgrim; 28. Jordan &
Mercidez Lunn; 30. Darrell & Kathy Holm.

November Memorials
In memory of Katie Johnson given
by Jack & Val Moritz (Ministry
Match); by Al & Nancy Sorensen (Undesignated).
In memory of Scott Lima given by Jerry & Carol Moritz
(Undesignated).
In memory of Buzz Eggert given by Dean & Amy
Pederson (Undesignated).
In memory of Terry Pollock given by Elaine Walls
(Altar Guild).
In memory of Gene Sanden given by Janice Johnson
(Faith Cemetery).
In memory of Joan Stevens given by Dave & Jeanne
Johnsen (Undesignated).
In memory of Steve Welken given by Larry & Deloris
Welken (Proclaim - December 19, Mission Christmas,
Ministry Match, Education Sunday School, Jr/Sr High
Youth).
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November Service & Care
**needs chairs
Rydell & Suzy Becker
Dan & Bea Faust
Bill & Rhonda Friestad
Darrell & Kathy Holm
Keith & Cindy Hovland
Bonnie Kramer
Mike & Loree Morehouse
Roger & Sandy Mulvaney
Joan Noeske
Elizabeth Oppegaard
O’Neil & Jan Oppegaard
Doreen Sayler
Larry E. Sayler
Larry & Marge Sayler
Natalie Sayler Meyer
Nathan & Marsha Sayler
*Thank you for serving!

October Attendance
October 3
102 19+online views
October 10 94 13+online views
October 17 97 23+online views
October 24 125 13+online views
October 31 (not included)
*online views are households watching

Offering
January
$13,072.98
February $15,027.00
March
$17,658.95
April
$21,495.00
May
$19,102.00
June
$14,278.00
July
$12,280.00
August
$16,001.00
September $14,087.00
October
$13,284.00
(October 31 not included)
Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$21,191.26

Community Thanksgiving Baskets
The 2021 Community Thanksgiving Basket event will be taking place on Friday, November 19th
with the Baskets being picked up at Faith Lutheran Church from 5:30pm-6:30pm. Our Savior’s
Lutheran and Trinity Lutheran Churches will be joining us. We are thankful we are able to share
this ministry.
We will be filling the baskets on Thursday, November 18th beginning at 5:30pm. If you are
interested in helping fill boxes on Thursday, and/or delivering baskets on Friday, November 19th
between 5-5:45pm, please let Julie in the office know. We will be placing the perishable items
in the boxes on Friday beginning at 4:30pm. The boxes will be brought out to individual’s cars.
A sign up sheet is in the gathering area. Confirmation students, this is a great service project to be
a part of.
The Thanksgiving Baskets are filled with a typical Thanksgiving meal. Recipients receive a turkey,
dressing, gravy, 5 lb bag of potatoes, corn, beans, cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, loaf of bread,
pumpkin pie and whipped topping. Each basket cost around $65.
We have posters up at Social Services, Skyline Villa and Rudolf Square to have people contact
Faith Lutheran if they need a basket. If you or someone you know would like to receive a basket
please call the office to get on the list. The deadline to sign up is Friday, November 5th. We will
be giving out 100 baskets this year.
We are beginning this year with a lower amount in savings for this project so we hope you will
consider giving a monetary donation of any size toward the Thanksgiving baskets. You may send
your donation to Faith Lutheran—PO Box 606, drop it off at Faith, enclose it in one of the donation
envelopes and mark it Faith Lutheran Thanksgiving Baskets and put it in the offering basket or
give online on our website: www.faithlutheranvc.org.
Volunteers are an important part of this project. We are thankful to
all who give of their time, talents and monetary gifts so others may
enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving dinner with their families.
The chairs from Faith for the Thanksgiving Basket project are
Erin Metcalf, Krista Johnson and Shelly Rodriguez.

NOVEMBER TEAM MEETINGS
Council—Meets Tue, Nov 9
at 5:15pm
FLC Staff—Meets Wed, Nov 3
at 1:30 pm & Wed, Nov 17
at 1:30pm

Mission Team—Meets Tue, Nov 2 at 5:30pm
December Service & Care— Meets Sun,
Nov 21 after worship and through
emails/texts/ phone
WELCA—Meets Wed, Nov 10 at 3:30pm.

Men’s Group—Meets Sat, Nov 20 at 8:00am.
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Our Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 12th!! Please mark your
calendars! Time will be announced soon.

Sunday School!

Just a reminder that we do have Sunday School starting at 10:45-11:45. Kids are welcome
to eat a snack with their parents in the Gathering Space before they come to their
classrooms. We are so excited to welcome kids back to hopefully a much more normal
Sunday School year!
Schedule for November:
*Sunday, November 14th—No Sunday School due to
long weekend off of school
*Sunday, November 21st—We will begin practicing for
our Christmas Program!
*Sunday, November 28th—No Sunday School due to
Thanksgiving weekend

3rd Grade Bibles

On Wednesday, November 17th at 5pm, Pastor Kyle will be leading
a class about the Bible for our 3rd grade students and a parent or
another adult family member. Then on Sunday, November 21st
these 3rd grade students will receive their Bibles at the 9:30am
worship service.
The 3rd grade parents will be receiving a letter in the mail about the class. If you have a
3rd grader and don’t receive a letter by November 12th please let the office know.

Faith Kids Club

We welcome all kids going into 4th-6th grade to come to our Wednesday afterschool
program! Kids Club meets Wednesday from 3:15-5pm here at Faith or once a month we go
do a service project around the community. The kids are picked up with the church van
from Washington School and parents then pick them up from Faith. Friends are always
welcome. Trinity Lutheran has joined together with us for Kids Club.☺
.

*November
*November
*November
*November

3—we will be at Faith
10—NO KIDS CLUB due to long weekend
17—we will be doing a service project
24—NO KIDS CLUB due to Thanksgiving weekend
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Confirmation Information

Due to Faith being in between pastors at the moment, we are grouping
together with Our Savior’s for this school year and doing confirmation
together! You should have all received the calendar for the year, but
this is what is planned for October:
November
November
November
November

3: Letters in the Bible
10: NO Confirmation due to long weekend
17: Letters in the Bible
24: NO Confirmation due to Thanksgiving break

Just a reminder that this is the schedule for our regular class times:
6:00-6:30pm—There will be snacks in the youth room if needed
6:30-7:00pm—Opening Worship with Communion
7:00-7:20pm—Flip Flop Group
7:20-7:40pm—Flip Flop Group
7:40-8:00pm—Small Group Time

Acolyte Meeting

On Wednesday, November 10th Pastor Kyle and myself will be at Faith
to help lead a class on being an acolyte. The meeting will run from
3:30-4:30pm. This is for our new 7th graders and any other student
who needs a refresher on how to do the steps of an acolyte. When we are
finished with the class, we will have snacks and fun for everyone.

Jr/Sr High Youth
Senior High Lunch is Mondays at Our Savior’s! This year, there will be 2 shifts for lunch.
Freshmen will be served at 11:15am, and the 10-12th graders will be served at 12:15pm.
(There was a change with lunch schedules this year!)
On Thursday, November 18th at 5:30pm we are going to help
pack Thanksgiving Baskets! After we are done, we will have pizza
and games. Watch for a note on the Remind app for more info
soon!
On Friday, November 19th we will need you to help with people
picking up their baskets or delivering the baskets with adults.
Watch for more info soon!

ELCA National Youth Gathering!
We have 9 youth from Faith Lutheran attending the ELCA National Youth Gathering
July 24-28, 2022 in Minneapolis! These youth will be fundraising to help pay for their
portion of the trip. The youth raised a little over $1,200 at their Bake Sale fundraiser
on October 24th! Thank you to everyone who brought baked good/fleece tied blankets
and everyone who purchased the items!
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Faith Lutheran Church - 309 4th St NE - 845-4390 - office@faithlutheranvc.org

Youth Bake Sale
Pumpkin BINGO!
Great turnout with lots of fun!!
Thank you Kent & Patty Gronlie
for the pumpkins & gourds!
Quilters (not complete group)
& a portion of the Quilts Sale

“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

Church Staff
Interim Pastor: Pastor Kyle Giermann

Church Office:

(701) 845-4390

Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz

Fax Number:

(701) 845-5887

Treasurer: Amy Johnson

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Coordinator of Youth Ministry and
Sunday School: Wendi Wilmes
Accompanist/ Worship Coordinator: Cyndi Hill
Custodians: Mark & Sandy Brandvold
Council President: Val Moritz
Phone: (701)840-1652
Council: Sandy Brandvold, Paulette Everson,
Kent Gronlie, Erin Metcalf, Sue Milender,
Mike Nix, Karla Ranisate, Tyler Van Bruggen,

E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pastor’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: treasurer@faithlutheranvc.org
Wendi’s E-Mail: wendi.wilmes@gmail.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com

