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Palm Sunday Parade of Cars to Share God’s Peace!

What a wonderful way to begin Holy Week! It was great to see all of your
smiling faces and signs as we spread the joy of Palm Sunday and Jesus’
triumphant entrance into Jerusalem!

We Invite You to Worship!
Services continue to be offered online. Worship services can be found on
our website: www.faithlutheranvc.org, click on worship, then click on sermons;
Facebook page: Faith Lutheran Church Valley City and on YouTube:
vcfaithlutheran. Keep informed via the weekly email and bulletin mailing for
those who do not have access to email.

The work of the Church (you!) continues wherever you are!
We will continue videoing services to post online when we return to worship in
person as many who are at high risk or interact with people at high risk cannot
join us. We will likely recommend wearing cloth face masks while at worship as
is recommended in public spaces. We likely will not serve treats for coffee/
fellowship time. It is likely that we would need to keep a 50 person limit at
services. We can get through this challenging time with God’s help and one
another’s encouragement.
Humor helps! Church signs in this time of the virus:
Services canceled: God is making house calls.
Wash hands. Don’t touch face. HyGenesis 24:7
Wash your hands and say your prayers! Jesus and germs are everywhere!
The church office is staffed at this time and stocked with tissue, hand sanitizer,
soap and water! We frequently disinfect surfaces commonly touched. Please call
ahead before you stop by and consider communicating with us over the phone
rather than in person.

Have you noticed the hearts and teddy bears in the windows around town?
These expressions of love and “we are in this together!” make me smile.
In this time of physical distancing and many changes in our lives, I am grateful to be
part of this caring community. Our efforts must be working as our rate of infection from
COVID-19 is very low. We must continue to take precautions for our own health and our
neighbors’ wellbeing, while looking for ways to encourage one another and continue to
build healthy relationships.
Jesus is with us. Sometimes we easily recognize His presence, other times we completely
miss him. The Road to Emmaus story from Luke 24 is a powerful example of Jesus
walking alongside but those he traveled with “were kept from recognizing him” (verse 16).

We belong to the God of steadfastness and encouragement who shows up in well-placed
signs along the way, who comes alongside us and tells us “you can do this”, who see us,
and hears us, and reminds us who we are when we forget.
You, beloved of God, matter. And you are not alone. With God beside you, you’ve got this.
Take a moment with this poem by Hafiz: It Felt Love
How did the rose
Ever open its heart
And give to this world
All its beauty?
It felt the encouragement of light
Against its being,
Otherwise,
We all remain
Too frightened
May you feel, this day, the encouragement of the light of Christ against your being,
that your heart might open and give its beauty to the world.
God did not cause this pandemic. God does not want His people to suffer. A study of the
Scriptures will lead us to this truth: God suffers with us, God suffers because of us, God
suffers on our behalf. God can use this time of illness and sorrow, change and confusion
to strengthen faith and to remind us what is most important in life. We more readily
see the things that last contrasted with the things that don’t last. The things that are
eternal are the love of God and (if we are blessed) the love of family and friend.
The things that matter most are not “things”: faith in Christ Jesus and people to love.
This crisis has opened our eyes to the unjust inequities that exist in our country and
our world. God desires that all people have food and water, shelter and basic medical
care, the “things” we need for life. To provide for ourselves and help others one needs
the opportunity to work (with protections) and the fair pay for what he/she does.
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God is working through the church in these times. All who walk with Jesus are the Church
(the body of Christ on this earth); we learned in the aftermath of our fire that the Church
is the People, not the building. The people of God have been doing Kingdom work in your/
their everyday lives. Writing prayers on sidewalks, telephoning elderly neighbors, giving
money to organizations that help with basic needs, inviting friends to view the Church’s
worship service online. When have more people been driven to pray for the wellbeing
(physical and spiritual) of others? Easter 2020 had more ears tuned to the gospel message
as it was livestreamed into the family rooms of both the faithful and spiritually curious.
There is a greater interest in Christian practices like prayer and scripture reading, worship
and serving others. Remarkable. God is at work. As church planter J. Christopherson
writes: “There is spiritual fruit borne from the Holy Spirit in some of the most unlikely
places and people, it isn’t requiring coaxing and cajoling from sacred professionals to
emerge” (Missio Mondays, 4-20-20).
I am encouraged when I hear of families praying regularly together. I see many hearts open
to Christ’s call. May we find ourselves saying as Cleopas and his companion did, “Were not
our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening
the scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32) Jesus is with us “on the way”, on our journey in this
time and place. May we make room for the Holy Spirit to stir us that we would declare to
another, “The Lord is alive! The Lord is with us”.
Blessings along the way,

Pastor Jolene

Living Generously
We are thankful for your continued financial support during these challenging times! You may mail
your offering to Faith Lutheran, PO Box 606, Valley City, ND 58072 or drop it by the church office.
Consider setting up online giving on our website:
www.faithlutheranvc.org, click give on line in the upper right
side. Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help
our church year round. Even when travel, illness or other
circumstances (such as now with the coronavirus pandemic)
prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions
will continue to be received on an uninterrupted basis.
Giving of our time, income and skills for God’s work is an important
part of Christian faith.
Faith Lutheran Church did receive a PPP federal loan that will help
us meet payroll expenses. Most of the loan becomes a grant if we
keep everyone on staff. Thank you to Amy Johnson and Josh
Kasowski at Bank Forward for submitting our application promptly.
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A Message from Our Council President
As we learn to navigate our “new normal”, I am encouraged by the resilience and resourcefulness of
those who work to bring comfort and encouragement to many.
Pastor Jolene, Cyndi Hill, Faith Lutheran Worship Team (Lyle Hansen, Brenda Rohde,
Janie Larson) , the recording crew: Tyler Van Bruggen, Jeremy Wiebe, Brandon Nadeau,
who provide us with online services to keep us connected and refresh our souls.
Pastor Jolene keeps in touch with many by phone calls and is always available to anyone needing to
talk.
Julie Moritz continues to keep things moving in right direction in the office and is the friendly voice
on the phone to so many who call the church.
Mark and Sandy Brandvold use this time to give our church building a deep cleaning and
disinfecting so its ready when we can meet in person.
Wendi Wilmes continues to work on projects for our youth.
Confirmation mentors continue to reach out to the confirmation students to share their faith.
The church council has learned to conduct business thanks to the use of technology.
At this time, it is uncertain when we will be able to worship in person and, when that happens,
things will be different. We will need to reevaluate many aspects of our worship service and
coffee fellowship. We are a strong congregation and will make our way through these modifications.
After all, our Lord and Father is with us every step of the journey!

Val Moritz,
Council President

Council Minutes
Council minutes may be picked up from the church. They are located on the table by the mirror.
The office will email you the council minutes if you request them. The church office email is:
office@faithlutheranvc.org.
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Valley City/Barnes County CROP Walk Week is May 3 – May 9, 2020
Participate together – but on your own or with you family.
You can participate in one or more ways:
1. Go on a walk any time during the week. It could be 3 blocks, 3 miles or any length. As you walk,
pray for people who are hungry and ministries that feed people.
2. Make a donation at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/valleycitynd/Donate
or send your donation to your church. Checks can be made to CWS/CROP Hunger Walk.
3. Put this CROP Happy Shoe/Happy Foot in your window or go for a CROP Happy Shoe/Happy
Foot Hunt around town. Pray the prayer below throughout the week.
4. If you are on social media, check out “Valley City/Barnes County CROP Hunger Walk” Event to
show your participation and use the hashtags #VirtrualCROPHungerWalk & #CROPwick
Your support makes a difference: 20% of funds raised goes to the Barnes County Food Pantry and
80% supports hunger ministries around the globe through Church World Service: teaching sustainable agricultural practices and raising animals in places experiencing poverty.

Loving God, throughout the Scriptures you call us to “Fear not!”,
but these are troubling times for the hardiest souls.
Give us courage to face the challenges of this new threat to your human family.
Give us prudence, to do the necessary things to protect ourselves and others.
Give us the clarity of vision to learn from this disease the lesson we are prone to forget,
that we are all connected, regardless of race or nationality or political persuasion.
We pray for those who are struggling with this disease,
that their health may be restored.
We pray for medical personnel and first responders caring for those in need,
that they remain healthy and unflagging in their life-saving work.
And we pray for all those economically impacted,
that they may find the resources to maintain themselves and their families.
We ask all this, trusting in your abiding love, a love that even death cannot defeat. Amen.
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WELCA News
Once again, because of the Covid 19 pandemic, WELCA did not meet this month. We
do plan on meeting May 11 at 3pm. After our business meeting we will be putting
together and packing the Health Kits for Lutheran World Relief. On behalf of the
WELCA board I would like to thank all of you who donated items for the kits. I used
the $250 credit card we received from Thrivent and ordered items online, together with
the items donated, we will have 40 health kits to send on to Lutheran World Relief.
I am disappointed the Kids Club won’t be helping us assemble the kits, but social
distancing would be rather difficult with the kids.

"Imagine what our real
neighborhoods would be like if each of us offered, as a matter of
course, just one kind word to another person."
I’d like to close with this quote from Mr. Fred Rogers:

Everyone please stay safe. I am looking forward to seeing all of you soon.
Peace,
Cheryl Foell, WELCA President

Proclaim Radio Program
The Proclaim Radio Program is on KOVC 1490 each Sunday morning at 10:30am. Proclaim is a
great way to stay connected to church while you are unable to be here in person. A service is presented
including scripture, sermon, prayers and songs. This is a shared ministry with Trinity Lutheran. Pastor
Jolene and Pastor JoAnne Moeller take turns recording the radio program.
If you would like to sponsor a Sunday the cost is $40. A sign up sheet is on
the table in the gathering area or you can mail your request to the church
with the $40.
We are thankful for this ministry especially now that we are unable to meet in
person for worship due to the coronavirus pandemic!

Great Plains Mobile Food Bank
The Great Plains Food Bank, in partnership with Epworth United Methodist Church, is bringing their
Mobile Food Pantry to Valley City on Friday, May 15th! Clients will line up in the gravel lot at Lokken
Stadium and drive by the distribution line int eh Epworth UMC parking lot. Volunteers will put food in
client vehicles.
Anyone in need of food assistance from any community is welcome to
attend this drive through distributions. Due to the current pandemic we are
facing, clients will be asked to remain in their vehicles at all times. We will ask a
few questions on site and then you will drive through the distribution line.
We welcome those who cannot attend to designate someone to pick up for them.
Volunteers will be asked to sanitize, wear gloves and masks, and follow social
distancing guidelines.
Volunteer needed at the distribution! Contact Anna at 701-361-1004 if you can help or know of other
individuals or groups who might be interested.
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Mission Team News
It is time for our annual Diaper Drive! We will collect diapers and wipes
to be donated locally to the Barnes County Food Pantry and Social Services for
families/foster families in need. Diapers size 4 & 5 and pullups are the most needed.
A playpen will be set up by the mission closet in the gathering area for you to drop off
your donations throughout the months of May and June.
The Mission Team supports the CROP Hunger Walk As important as we know
the CROP Hunger Walk family (and the people we serve) is to you, now is a time
that we all must take care of our families in our homes. As COVID-19 upends our
day-to-day routines and literally separates us, may we be reminded that you and
I can still lift each other up and comfort each other, whatever the distance.
That’s what people like us do! You can be assured that the work of the CWS and
our local hunger agencies will go on. That’s because our community is made up of people like you. We
know that you are committed to CWS’s mission, no matter what. In good times and bad, we know you’re
with us. That’s what makes you special.
We also know you continue in your commitment to stand up for the poor, the forgotten, those left behind.
Our Spring CROP Hunger Walks raised $1.5 million last year. CROP Hunger Walk will continue to raise
funds to provide permanent solutions to hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster. To see how you can
participate and donate see page 5 of this newsletter. Thank you.
Don’t forget the Mission Christmas project that is year round! The loose dollars on the first and third
Sundays and the coins every Sunday go to help needy families during the Christmas season. You may
also place your contributions in the donation envelopes and check Mission– For Those in Need, drop a
check by the office or send a contribution by mail. Thank you for your continued support!
The Mission Team will not meet in May.

Men’s Group News
Greetings Men of Faith. We hope this finds you all well and staying clear of “the
virus”. As you know our March and April Men’s Group meetings were cancelled due to
“the virus” as per recommendation from the governor and our Church Council to not
have public meetings. It looks like the state might open up again in May and if that is
the case and with Blessings from our Church Council, we will have a Men’s Group
meeting with breakfast on Saturday, May 23rd at 8am. If this changes or is not
feasible at this time, a notice will be sent out to inform you. Of course our May
Pancake Brunch is not going to happen. We will discuss if we want to schedule it for a
different time or if we will just wait and have our usual Pancake Brunch in the Fall.
Also we can discuss if there is some other way that we might be able to raise funds for
our Group. I close by asking GOD’s Blessings on each of you and your family and that
you continue to stay Healthy and clear of “the virus” or any ailments.
Duane Larson

Altar Flowers
Flowers for the altar may be given throughout the year. Let the office know when you
would like to have a flower bouquet for the altar. You order them to be delivered or you
may bring them to the church. If they are in memory or in honor of a loved one give Julie
the information and she will put it in the bulletin.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS: 1. Karen Nitschke,
Harper Van Bruggen; 2. Mark Brandvold,
Mark Hill, Kellie Schulz; 3. Erin Metcalf,
Wade Sorensen; 4. Samantha Carlson,
Darlene Friestad, Nick LeMier, Violetta Saiyants;
5. Ryan Johnson, Virgil Kratz; 6. Wyatt Friestad, Keith
Hovland, Parker Larson, Deloris Nelson, Cheryl Storhoff;
7. Brenton Rittenhouse; 8. Gene Bjerke, Gordon Orso,
Mark Thomsen; 9. Verlynn Christianson, Joe Lunde,
Waylon Pedersen, Wesley Pedersen; 10. Michael
Pedersen; 11. Rodger Johnson, Tricia Mikkelsen;
12. Randy Bostrom, Jacob Johnson, Connie Ronholm;
13. Ellen Bolstad; 14. Jan Arneson, Jesse Johnson;
15. Morgen Sayler; 16. Mary Ann Anderson, Kyra
Arneson; 17. Nicki Brockopp, Rick Idland, Mykayla
Pedersen; 18. Verna Anderson; 19. Sheila Kinney;
20. Alexis Horner, Arlene Larson; 21. Tom Kellogg,
Kassidy Schulz; 22. Nathan Haaland, Riley Miller,
Braeden Schulz; 23. Leona McPherson, Nancy Ost;
24. Jeannine Berlin, Doreen Vangerud, Laurette
Zachrison; 25. Terry Ashline, Raegan Boll; 26. Lexi
Thoreson; 27. Jeremy Smith, Wayne Thoreson; 28. Deb
Horner, Ethan Miller, Dan Werkhoven; 31. Devin
Anderson, Samanth Boll, Austen Dahl, Debbie Eggert,
Janie Larson.

MAY ANNIVERSARIES: 3. Mark & Sandy
Brandvold; 20. Jeff & Jennifer Bergner; 22. James &
Pr Jolene K. Hanse; 24. Dave & Carol Smith;

April Transitions in Our Parish
DEATH: Our sympathies to Brenda Stearns & family &
friends of Lyn Grieve. Lyn died Monday, April 20.
A private family service was held on April 28.
Please keep Lyn’s family in your prayers.

Confirmation Pictures Wanted!
We are collecting confirmation pictures from the past.
Confirmation pictures from First Lutheran, Nebo
Lutheran and Faith Lutheran will be collected. You may
give us originals or duplicates. Information needed: year,
church and names (if known) of the confirmation class.
Julie will track the years as they are received so
we won’t have duplicates. Thank you for taking the time
to look for your confirmation photos. We do have
confirmation photos for Faith Lutheran from 2013-2019.
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May Service & Care
**John & Jennifer Kohler
Alice Bergan
Randy & Kay Bostrom
Brent & Lynn Gustafson
Nick & Ashley Horner
Pat & Deb Horner
Lance & Elaine Jenison
Doug & Becky Kratz
Virgil & Tami Kratz
Mike & Julie May
Doug & Leona McPherson
Bonnie Schumacher
Jeremy & Kara Wiebe
Thank you for serving!

April Attendance
April 1 (Lent)
on line
April 5 (Palm Sunday) on line
April 9 (Maundy Thursday) on line
April 10 (Good Friday) on line
April 12 (Easter)
on line
April 19
on line
April 26
on line

Offering
January
February
March
April

$18,110.48
$21,585.00
$17,027.00
$15,633.00

Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$20,585.61

Thank you!
Thank you for all of your prayers, cards,
notes & phone calls while I was recovering
from my broken ankle in Villa Maria in
Fargo. I am thankful
to be back home now
as I continue to mend.
God bless you.
Joan Noeske

Thank You Sunday School Teachers and H2H Guides!
We will be recognizing our Sunday School Teachers and H2H (Head to Heart) Guides on Sunday,
May 17 on line or in person! This is a dedicated group of adults who have given their time to
support our children and youth to teach them God’s Word. We could not have these programs if we
did not have the help of many.
Thank you to our H2H Guides for leading our confirmation students as they deepen their Christian
faith. We appreciate you taking on the task of mentoring our young people. H2H Guides—Mikayla
Gustafson, 7th & 8th grade girls: Shawn Ranisate, 7th grade boys; Dean Pederson, Scott Johnson
and Tim Ost, 8th grade boys; Kay Stanford, 9th grade girls; Jason Gerhardt, 9th grade boys.
Thank you to our Sunday School Teachers for sharing the Bible readings and teaching our children
about God’s great love for us. We appreciate your commitment to supporting our children. Sunday
School Teachers—Jenna Mairs and Julie May, PreK; Laura Klevgaard and
Ashley Nadeau, K-1 grade; Erin Metcalf and Angela Van Bruggen,
2-3-4 grade; Amy Tichy and Scott Wilmes, 5-6 grade.
Thank you to Wendi Wilmes for her role as Coordinator of Youth Ministry
and Sunday School. She leads the gathering time with the Sunday School
children each week as well as coordinating the curriculum and schedule for
the year. Wendi leads our Faith Kids Club (4-6 grade) Wednesday
afterschool program. She also plans activities for our Jr/Sr High youth.
Wendi is a blessing to our congregation as she continues to find ways to
connect with our children and youth.

March Memorials
In memory of John Beil given by Ellen Bolstad (Proclaim).
In memory of Della Wilkins Easterday given by Illa Glandt
(Undesignated).
In memory of Lyn Grieve given by Julie Moritz (Quilters).
In memory of Jon Horner given by Ellen Bolstad (Proclaim);
by Warren & Brenda Ventsch (Undesignated).
In memory of Alpha Johnson given by her daughter Lorraine Atwood (General Fund).
In memory of Florence Karlgaard given by her Family (Quilters).
In memory of Kurt Kramer given by Elaine Walls (Altar Guild).
In memory of Robert Lentz given by Al & Nancy Sorensen (Building Fund).
In memory of Julie Torgerson given by Val Bolstad (Video Camera & System).

MAY TEAM MEETINGS
Men’s Group—Meets Sat, May 23 at 8:00am
Altar Guild—To be determined
Mission Team—No May meeting
Council—Meets Tue, May 12
at 7:00pm
FLC Staff—Meets Tue, May 5 at 4:15pm
& Tue, May 19 at 4:15pm

June Service & Care— Meets Sun, May 17
at 10:30am
WELCA—Meets Mon, May 11 at 3:00pm
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Sunday School News!
We sure miss seeing all of you here at church for Sunday School! Wendi
is holding “Virtual Sunday School” on Zoom Sunday mornings at 10:30am!
We talk about our week, discuss the lesson topic, watch a short video,
and then pray together. This lasts for about 20 minutes or so. It is
such a nice time to meet and connect with each other. Wendi emails out
the code and password for each week on Fridays. Please watch for this!
We need to thank our wonderful Sunday School teachers for doing
such a great job this school year! Preschool - Julie May, Jenna
Mairs, Kindergarten and 1st grade - Ashley Nadeau and Laura
Klevgaard, 2nd, 3rd, 4th grades - Erin Metcalf and Angela Van
Bruggen, 5th and 6th grades - Amy Tichy and Scott Wilmes.
Finally, we are tentatively planning on holding a short Vacation Bible School here at
church in August! Watch for more info soon!

Faith Kids Club
There will be NO KIDS CLUB as long as there is No School. We have
been enjoying some Zoom time together chatting and playing games on
Wednesdays at 4:00pm! We are tentatively planning on holding an End of
the Year Kids Club party on Wednesday, May 20th. Watch for more info
to see if we can do this!

First Communion

Addison Gerhardt, Madison Mikkelsen, Kassidy Schulz and Wade Sorensen completed their
First Communion instruction in April. They were not able to receive their first communion
on Maundy Thursday as planned since we were unable to worship in person. Each of the
children painted their chalice made by Dennis & Gail Pederson (thank you). May God
strengthen their faith in Jesus and we look forward to celebrating with them at a later
date. Remember to use the liturgy for Home Holy Communion.
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Head to Heart Information
Remember to turn in your completed mentor books if you haven’t already
done so. Thank you to the mentors for meeting with your youth.
Youth have been assigned a congregation member who is a Sheyenne Care
Center resident or homebound to write notes to. We hope you enjoy
corresponding with each other.
Pastor Jolene will be setting up Zoom meetings with each small group of confirmation
to connect and pray together. We do not know at the time of printing if we will be able to have
events in person in May.
Let’s stay connected over the summer by text and possibly Zoom chats and prayer times.
Schedule for remaining school year:
May 13: Gather for end of year activity and
Baccalaureate (unlikely, we will stay in touch)
Bible Camps will decide soon if they are able to welcome youth this summer. Full refunds will
be given if they cannot be open. Please pray for Camp Directors and consider a financial gift
to Red Willow Bible Camp and Metigoshe Camp.

Thank You Cindy Hovland!
We would like to thank Cindy Hovland for planning, preparing and
serving the meals for our Wednesday night suppers during the school
year. Cindy has been in charge of the Wednesday meals for the past
4 years. She will be passing the torch to someone new this fall. We are
thankful for her time and dedication.
If you would like to help plan, prepare and serve the Wednesday meals
please let us know.

Hey Jr/Sr High Youth!

We are enjoying Virtual Game Nights on Sunday evenings on Zoom! We are taking grades
7th-9th grade at 7pm and 10th-12th grade at 8pm. It has been so wonderful to connect
and have fun together!
Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus pandemic, we
will have to cancel our summer mission trip. We will
try to plan a few days this summer of local places
that we can try to help and volunteer at. I know is
disappointing that we can’t go do a big mission trip,
but we can look forward the big ELCA Youth Gathering
next summer in Minneapolis!!
The dates are June 29-July 3, 2021!
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse
Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz
Treasurer: Amy Johnson
Coordinator of Youth Ministry and
Sunday School: Wendi Wilmes
Accompanist/ Worship Coordinator: Cyndi
Hill
Custodians: Mark & Sandy Brandvold

Church Office:

(701) 845-4390

Fax Number:

(701) 845-5887

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pr. Jolene’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: treasurer@faithlutheranvc.org
Wendi’s E-Mail: wendi.wilmes@gmail.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com

Council President: Val Moritz
Council: Sandy Brandvold, Paulette Everson,
Brandon Nadeau, Mike Nix, Karla Ranisate,
Tyler Van Bruggen, Cindy Waagen, Jeremy Wiebe

“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

