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“A Super Christmas”

Our Sunday School children presented “A Super Christmas” on December 16th.
The Super Hero League of Justice searched for the newest super hero that was
going to save the world (Jesus). On their search they encountered Mary and
Joseph on their way to Bethlehem. They also encountered the shepherds in
the field. They finally came upon baby Jesus in the manger and realized this
tiny baby would grow up to save us from our sins. Everyone did a great job of
presenting the program, from acting to the singing. Thank you Amy Johnson
for directing. Thank you to our Sunday School teachers for working with the
children each week. We are truly blessed by God to have so many faithful
children and parents in our congregation. Thank you Owen Tichy for your
special music during offering. May the true Light of Christmas shine in our lives
all year long!

Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 20th
The annual meeting will be held Sunday, January 20th at 10:45am. We
hope you will be able to attend. We do need a quorum to conduct business. We
will have a brunch served before the annual meeting. The January service &
care group will serve the brunch.
The Annual Report booklets will be available beginning on Friday, January
11th. The annual reports will not be mailed
to every household. Reports will only be
mailed out to the out of the area members by
request. This saves several hundred dollars
in mailing cost.

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel
from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the One who began a
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”.
Philippians 1:3-6

My heart is overflowing with gratitude. I am overwhelmed by blessings that come from
sharing this Life that doesn’t end with you. My list could fill all the pages of this newsletter,
but I would like to share some of them with you.


The way our hosts welcome people to worship. The genuine, warm welcome that I have
received in recent Sundays fills my heart with joy. Because of a certain baby in our home,
there have been times the greeters/hosts have started their important task before I set
foot in the building. Their welcome has made my day. I think the Holy Spirit is working
in them to draw others to worship!



Students with willing spirits and strong bodies who cleaned pews, dusted, vacuumed and
sanitized pew cushions and the communion kneelers on a recent Wednesday to prepare
this house for God’s people for Christmas. They also enjoyed cleaning windows! I thank
God for them.



Parents willing to drive to Fargo to take students to Peder Eide’s Christmas Concert at
Olivet. It was so good to worship together, to laugh and sing and be surrounded by hearts
open to Jesus. That time was pure gift to me the joy of the Lord reflected on all our faces.



Women (and one dear man!) preparing and serving food and washing dishes for recent
funeral lunches. This is such an important way to show our care and to help a family
greet people and take in all the emotions of the day. They are brilliant reflections of the
light of Jesus that shines into our most difficult days.



Council members that pray, study and discuss as we prepare a mission plan that
is funded by dollars, hours of service, and the “communion” we share together as a
congregation. Budget meetings that are centered on conversations about experiencing
God reflect the vitality of our congregation and make me know I am in the right place.



Children I have baptized that are now serving grapes at communion and singing songs in
the Christmas program. Oh, how I love them and joyfully anticipate what God will do in
their lives.



I thank you for your prayers for Andrew, our niece’s son who is fighting neuroblastoma,
a childhood cancer. The survival rate for “NB” has improved significantly in the last
decade. Andrew has been in the children’s hospital in Grand Rapids, MI almost
continually since his diagnosis in September. He is a very sick little boy. Our hope is in
Jesus and He shines through in the kind words and little gifts that this congregation has
sent Andrew’s way. It is a hard season for us to live so far away.
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What do you thank God for as one year ends and another begins? I encourage you to make a list.
Think of all the people you have encountered that have brought you life, given you joy. Recall
how their voices lifted your spirit, how their kindness broadened your outlook. Thank God for all
the blessed people Christ has woven into our lives, meandering into our seasons.
May we love each other well;
with time and thanks,
with welcome and warmth,
with strength and kindness,
Because THIS is great love,
this is Jesus.
May Jesus keep bringing us towards each other. May Jesus keep bringing us towards the truth:
The Lord is near. Because Jesus lives, we live. What new life will God grant to our congregation
in this coming year? What surprises does God have in store for us? Let us seek Him together.
In hope,
Pastor Jolene

The 2019 Daily Texts Are Here!
Start your New Year with the Lord.
May God’s Word take root in your heart!
Suggested donations $6 per book

Prayer Ministry Group
"In my distress I cried out to the Lord". Psalm 18:6
There are times when the best thing we can do is just cry out to God from the bottom of our hearts.
When our children cry out for us in the night, we jump up out of bed and rush to them to comfort
them. That’s how God feels about us. He will rescue us and hold us tight.
“The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.”
Proverbs 18:10. It represents a place of security in God where we are lifted
above the threat and circumstances. Cry out to God and He will answer you!
You are welcome to come pray with the prayer ministry group at 8:30am in the
Fireside Room on the first Sunday of each month at 8:30am.

God Bless you!!
Prayer Ministry Group
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A Message from Our Council President
Happy New Year!!! This time each year, many people enjoy a fresh start. It can be a chance to get a
re-do (or mulligan for us golfers). We all have hopes that the next year will be better than the last.
Even if you had a great year, its common to still seek improvement. Some people use this time of
year to set goals or resolutions for the New Year. I don’t typically make a New Year’s Resolution, but
this year one came to me and seemed very appropriate. The idea for my New Year’s resolution comes
from the E.L.C.A on the inside cover of our upcoming church annual report. They refer to Mark 12:30
and the vitality of our faith as individuals as well as together.
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,
and with all your strength” Mark 12:30
If you read my newsletter articles regularly (and have a good memory) you’re probably thinking to
yourself “didn’t Tyler already do this one?” or “of all of the verses in the Bible and he already has to
repeat on his 11th newsletter article?” If that came to mind for you, then I’m sorry, but technically
I used Matthew’s version in my May article. Also, in May I focused on the part that follows about
loving thy neighbor and putting others first. (The second greatest commandment) Today I focus more
on the greatest commandment itself as it’s the basis for my New Year’s resolution.
Too often resolutions just set us up to fail. While formed with good intentions, some resolutions can
be difficult to maintain, and you are left with a feeling of failure and disappointment. Sometimes
you get so far off track of a goal, that getting back on track is too daunting of a task and the
resolution is abandoned completely. This year my goal is simple, but it has tremendous benefits.
It takes dedication and focus, but no matter how far off track I get, I can get right back on. The
potential for positive results is limitless with no chance of negative side effects. My New Years
resolution is to focus on my heart, my soul, my mind, and my strength. Each one of these contains
a physical as well as spiritual challenge.
I need to be mindful of exercising my heart by being physically active as well as making sure I am
being motivated in my daily activities by my heart and not always my head.
My soul needs rest and peace. I plan to slow down a bit in 2019 and take time to rest, pray, and
enjoy the blessings of each moment as the God given gifts they are. Where are my wasted motions?
Where am I not serving God in what I do? Those are the areas in which I can free up some of my
time.
I plan to challenge my mind more often. If I am not growing, I am falling behind. Is God the center
of my thoughts about how I go about my daily activities? Am I involving God in my decisions?
Increased physical activity along with each of the previously mentioned practices will surely improve
my physical mental, and spiritual strength. When Christ is the center of your focus, your strength
will be immeasurable.
Our Faith Church Council is breaking the verse from Mark down into a 2-month devotion/bible study
at our monthly meetings. In December we focused on the heart and the soul. At our January meeting
we will discuss the mind and strength. The annual report includes some thought-provoking questions
about each part of Mark’s verse. When you receive your annual report, I invite you as well to consider
the questions being asked. In the meantime, please pray for our church and its council leaders as we
plan and strategize for the upcoming year.
Your Brother in Christ,
Tyler Van Bruggen
Faith Lutheran Church Council President
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Commit to Health
Beginning January 2019 at the Gaukler Family Wellness Center, 733 8th Ave SW, will have their 2019
Intro-Series. This is a way to learn more about what classes are offered at the wellness center and the
correct way to use the equipment. You must pre-register to attend any intro series classes by contacting the wellness center or signing up online at vcparks.com. The complete schedule is on their website.
Click on Events and then on Intro Series 2019.
This is free! Join them for the month of January and experience what the GFWC has to offer!

•
•

Tour it Tuesdays (5-7pm)- Join us for a guided tour of the facility
Walk it Wednesdays (5am-11pm)- Use our walking track all day for no cost
Freebie Fridays (5am-9pm)- Use the facility all day for no cost
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WELCA News
WELCA did not meet in December as we met November 26 to decorate. Thank you to
all who helped with the decorating. The WELCA Board would like to wish you all a
very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Our next meeting will be
Monday, January 14 at 3pm.
Peace and Joy,
Cheryl Foell, WELCA Pres.

Baptismal Keepsake Presentation
Baptismal Keepsakes will be presented to families on Sunday, January 13th during
the 9am worship service. All children baptized in Faith Lutheran during 2018 will
receive their baptismal keepsake, compliments of Faith Lutheran. The keepsakes
will be personalized with their names and baptismal dates as a reminder of this
special step in their Christian walk of faith.
The following individuals will be recognized: Isaac Samuel Hanse, Rhett Darrell Holm, Alexis Rey
Horner, Brynlee Marie Brainard, Ryker Richard Larson, Olivia Jean Johnson, Bristol Ann
Carlson, Drake Andrew Carlson, Mia Rose Nielsen, Ayden Douglas Ness, Alexandria Marie
Rohde.

Hi-Liner Pantry Program
The Hi-Liner Pantry at Valley City High School has a room for the Hi-Liner Pantry supplies and the
pantry open is 10am-4pm on M-W-F and the 2nd Monday of each month from 6-8 pm. The kids utilize
the pantry every week with referrals from teachers, counselors or even self-referrals.
The Hi-Liner Pantry is doing a “One a Month” project for donation items for the pantry. The item for January needed for the “one a month” project is: Non-perishable
Fruit Cups and Pudding Cups. If you are interested in helping this mission please
provide the item in the box at the front of the church.
We are thankful to all who
brought items in December.

Noisy Offering
We will receive a noisy offering on the third Sunday of each month. December’s noisy
offering of $225.27 was given to help buy Christmas gifts for the youth at Dakota O’Yate
Lutheran. Our Faith Kids Club enjoyed purchasing the gifts. Next month the January
20th noisy offering will go to Project Ignite Light. We also took an offering at our Sunday School program for Red Willow Bible Camp. Through your generosity we were able
to donate $274.03!
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Mission Team News
January collection item: 2-piece pajamas for Project Ignite Light, a local
charity that provides care packages for children when they are examined by
their Local Advocacy Center or Hospital for physical abuse, sexual abuse or
neglect. A container will be in the gathering area for the pajamas. All sizes are needed. You can buy
sleep pants and a top especially for the older youth since pajamas may be harder to find in larger sizes.
February collection item: Fleece tie blankets for Project ignite Light
In February (date to be decided) we will have a Sunday when we will have a fleece blanket-tying event
at Faith. We will tie the blankets at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. More information will be in the
February newsletter and bulletin announcements once the date has been decided. Bring your own fleece
(2 coordinating pieces 1 ½ yards each) or help tie the donated fleece we will have on hand.
Thank you to everyone who bought presents for the Angel Tree Ministry program or gave donations. The
Mission Team collected and distributed 48 Christmas gifts for 24 children. The families receiving the
gifts expressed their heart-felt appreciation.
Through the Mission Christmas Fund, the Mission Team was able to help five families that have
experienced challenges this year. They received gift cards from area businesses to make their Christmas
brighter.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, January 8th at 5:30pm.

Celebration of Life Angel Tree
Our youth would like to say thank you to everyone who purchased an angel for the
Celebration of Life Tree in memory of or in honor of their loved ones. This is a youth
group fundraiser. We had 88 angels on the tree. Thank you to Eliza Johnson for making
all the angels! If you purchased an angel, don’t forget to take home your angel.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing Thank You!
Thank you to all who rang the Salvation Army bells on December 8th for Faith Lutheran and
throughout the Christmas season!

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity—January 21-24
Meet with your Valley City area brothers and sisters in Christ for prayer and
fellowship. This year’s theme is “Justice, and only justice, you shall
pursue” Deuteronomy 16:18-20.
Worship will be at 12:10pm followed by a light lunch at 12:30pm.
Monday, January 21—Host: Maryvale

11550 River R Road

Tuesday, January 22—Host: Epworth UMC

680 8th Ave SW

Wednesday, January 23—Host: Faith Lutheran 309 4th St NE
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS: 1. Yvonne
Arneson; 2. Chase Roberts; 3. Mariah Frieze,
Amy Pederson, Audrey Peterson, Brett
Stearns; 4. Elaine Jenison; 5. Jordyn
Adamietz, Dani Werkhoven; 7. Tami Kratz;
8. Amanda Boock, Amy Johnson, Jacob Reitan, Brenda
Rohde; 9. Aubrey Lilja; 10. Mara Thompson; 11. Joan
Noeske; 12. Jacqueline Heroux; 13. William Schwehr;
14. Jon Aus, Jan Kamstra, Faye Ranisate Heley, Tyler
Stearns; 15. Pat Horner; 16. Bristol Carlson; 18. Kael
Jenison, Mark Johnson, Dani Sorensen, Colleen
Werkhoven, Brooke Yanish; 19. Mackenzie Pederson;
21. Breana Buringrud; 22. Joey Aus; 24. Jill Pederson;
25. Rydell Becker, Tricia Germann; 26. Addison
Gerhardt, Debby Neseth; 27. Linda Gruebele, Alpha
Johnson, Lisa Johnson; 29. Morgan Larson; 30. Mildred
Enockson; 31. Samantha Ranisate.

January Service & Care

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES: 9. Richard & Marsha
Anderson; 10. Jason & Peggy Aarseth; 18. Mike &
Pamela Egan, Dallas & Linda Gruebele; 24. Dan & Leah
McGough; 29. Randy & Teri McClaflin; 31. Nickolai &
Kayla Holm.

Thank you for serving!

December Transitions in Our Parish
MARRIAGES: Congratulations to William & Heather
(Jones) Smith on their marriage. They were married
Saturday, December 8th with Pastor Jolene officiating.
DEATHS: Our sympathies to the family & friends of
John Stearns. John died December 6th. His memorial
service was held Monday, December 10th with Pastor
Jolene officiating.
Our sympathies to the family & friends of LaVancha
Jansen. LaVancha died December 12th. Her funeral
was held Monday, December 17th with Pastor Jolene
officiating.
NEW MEMBERS: We welcome Maxine Peterson to our
Faith Lutheran family.

**Larry & Connie Pederson
Jill Berg-Foss
Jacqueline Heroux
Bob & Ilene Hetler
John & Jan Johnson
Mavis Johnson
Dean & Brenda Klein
Scott & Lisa Limesand
Joe & Renée Martin
Mike Metcalf
Howard & Carol Oppegard
Brenda Stearns
John & Mary Stearns
Tyler Stearns
Larry & Deloris Welken

December Attendance
December 2
142
December 5 (Wed)
35
December 9
138
December 16
170
Christmas Program 175
December 23
99
December 24 (Christmas Eve)
250/185
December 30 (not included)

Offering
January
$21,404.20
February
$14,819.00
March
$18,190.75
April
$26,162.10
May
$13,657.00
June
$11,777.60
July
$18,815.00
August
$13,213.90
September $21,418.02
October
$17,167.57
November $16,714.00
December $33,403.00
(December 30 not included)
Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$20,458.10
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December Memorials and Honorariums
In memory of W.R.”Dick” Hansen and in honor of Ruby Hansen given by
Barnes County Commission (Praise Team).
In memory of Dan Johnson given by Jody Johnson (Undesignated).
In memory of LaVancha Jansen given by Ellen Bolstad (Capital Appeal); by Randy & Kay Bostrom
(Worship & Music); by Illa Glandt (Undesignated); by Ruby Hansen (Quilters); by Julie Moritz
(Undesignated); by W.E & Lila Rohwedder (Foundation); by Al & Nancy Sorensen (Worship & Music).
In memory of Millie Justesen given by John Stearns Family (Proclaim).
In memory of Jim Moritz given by John Stearns Family (General Fund).
In memory of John Stearns given by his Family (Backpack Program, General Fund); by Ellen
Bolstad (Capital Appeal); by Cheryl Foell (General Fund); by Illa Glandt (Undesignated); by Ardie
Gregerson (Capital Appeal); by Mary Johnson (Undesignated); by Linda Lane & Dennis Hoye
(Building Fund); by Margie Lima (Capital Appeal); by Joe & Martee Lunde (Foundation); by Doug &
Leona McPherson (General Fund); by Sue Milender (Undesignate); by Jack & Val Moritz
(Undesignated); by Julie Moritz (Undesignated); by Larry & Connie Pederson (General Fund); by
W.E. & Lila Rohwedder (Foundation); by Al & Nancy Sorensen (Solar Panels); by Tyler & Angela Van
Bruggen (Capital Appeal).
In memory of Steve Welken given by the Welken Families (Proclaim).

2019 Offering Envelopes
The 2019 offering envelopes for households are ready to be picked up. If you would like
envelopes and don’t see any with your name on them please talk to Julie in the office and
she will get you envelopes. Your contributions are recorded whether you use an envelope
or place a check in the offering plate. If you use online giving or give through your bank
your giving will be recorded as well. Thank you.

Reminder: All articles for the Annual Report are due
to the office no later than January 4th. Thank you!

Faith Lunch Bunch
The Faith Lunch Bunch meets Monday, January 21, 11:30am at Pizza Ranch
to enjoy lunch and conversation. Each person does buy their own lunch. Everyone
is welcome to come enjoy the time together when you are able.

JANUARY TEAM MEETINGS
Altar Guild—Meets Wed, Jan 9th
at 10:30am

Men’s Group—Meets Sat, Jan 19th at 7:30am
Mission Team—Meets Tue, Jan 8th at 5:30pm

Council—Meets Thurs, Jan 10th
at 7:00pm

February Service & Care— Meets Sun, Feb 20th
at 10:00am

FLC Staff—Meets Wed, Jan 2nd at 12:05pm
& Tue, Jan 22nd at 4:15pm

WELCA—Meets Mon, Jan 14th at 3pm
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Sunday School News
Sunday School Winter/Epiphany Party!
On our first day back to Sunday School, January 6th, we’ll be celebrating inter!
We’ll have a special group lesson, play some games, have drawings for prizes,
and a special snack. It’ll be great to be back in our routine!
The next Alive! Worship Service will be January 9th.
God’s Peace,
Amy Johnson

Faith Kids Club Schedule
We welcome all 4th-6th graders to come to our Wednesday afterschool program. Kids Club meets
Wednesdays, 3:15-5pm at Faith. The children are picked up with the church van from Washington School
and parents pick them up from Faith. Wendi Wilmes leads Faith Kids Club.
Schedule for January:
January 2nd NO KIDS CLUB
January 9th at Faith
January 16th at Legacy Place
January 23rd at Faith
January 30th at Faith
Faith Kids Club went shopping for 20
presents for youth at the Dakota
O’Yate reservation ages 10-15 on
Wednesday, December 19th. They
amazed me with their thoughtfulness
and kindness during this shopping
trip. Each one of them really put a lot of thought into each gift that they chose. They really enjoyed the
idea of helping others. This is what Christmas is all about!

Extra Special Kids Club Day!
On Sunday, January 27th Wendi will be taking the Kids Club kids (grades 4-6) to the Jamestown Two
Rivers Activity Center! We will have a quick lunch at the church after Sunday School, and then we will
leave around 12:15pm. We will be swimming there from 1-3:30pm, so we will arrive back at the church
around 4pm. Please send $8 with your child to cover the cost of swimming. Please let me know if your

January Family Fun—Sunday, January 13th
Let’s meet for pizza at Pizza Corner after Sunday School (around 11:30)! There are TVs
to watch the football playoffs and the playground for the kids! ☺
Please pay for your own family’s pizza, but I will provide some yummy
desserts! Hope to see you there!
With Joy!
Wendi Wilmes
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H2H Head to Heart Confirmation News!
Regular Wednesday Schedule:
5:30-6 pm Meal
6:30 pm Worship

7:30-8 pm Small Group

Jan 2: May you have a Blessed New Year.

No activities.

Jan 9: Small group night. Alive! Worship Service for all ages—Come as you are—kids
learn from adults and adults learn from kids.
Jan 16: Gospels Overview of Birth of Jesus.
Jan 23: Baptism and Wilderness
Jan 30: Teachings of Jesus
All the H2H small groups gladly do service project throughout the year as part of their confirmation
requirements. A group of H2H youth cleaned the pews and windows and well as made Christmas cards
for our homebound members while the rest of the H2H youth attended the Peder Eide Christmas Concert
at Olivet Lutheran in Fargo on December 12th. All of the students had a choice of which they would like to
do. Thank you Nancy Sorensen for making supper and leading the youth that stayed at the church.
Thank you to all the H2H youth, adults & kids who went caroling on December 19th.

Pictured: (left) Cleaning the pews; (right) Group of Youth at the Peder Eide Christmas Concert

Junior and Senior High Youth Events

Every Monday please come join fellow peers at Senior High Lunch at Our Savior’s at
12:10! We have great food and time for fellowship together!
Saturday, January 5th is Fargo Force Night!!
Wendi will be taking a group of you to the Fargo Force game that evening! The game
starts at 7:05pm, so we will leave from the church at 5:15pm. There will only be 13
spots available, so first come first serve! ☺ The youth group will
be paying for your ticket, but please bring money for food at the
game. Thanks! Please let me know by Wednesday, January 2nd if
you will be coming! You can message on the remind app or my email
is wendi.wilmes@gmail.com. Thanks!
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“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5
E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pr. Jolene’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Nancy’s E-Mail: knute71@msn.com
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: amy.j.johnson95@gmail.com
Wendi’s E-Mail: wendi.wilmes@gmail.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse
Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz
Treasurer: Amy Johnson
Children & Family Ministries Coordinator:
Amy Johnson
Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Wendi Wilmes

Organist/Worship Coordinator: Cyndi Hill

Worship Team

Coordinator: Nancy Knutson

Custodians:

Mark & Sandy Brandvold

Church Office:

(701) 845-4390

Fax Number:

(701) 845-5887

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Council President: Tyler Van Bruggen
Council: Mark Brandvold, Paulette Everson,
Linda Lane, Val Moritz, Karla Ranisate,
Scott Stanford, Cindy, Waagen, Jeremy Wiebe

