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“A Socially Distant Christmas”

Our Sunday School children presented their Christmas Program December 12.
The program follows a children’s pastor as she strives to create a virtual
Christmas program using smartphones and Zoom. The program brought home
the message of hope that we celebrate at Christmas time while relating to our
crazy times.
All the children did a wonderful job presenting the program, from acting to the
singing. Thank you to Wendi Wilmes for directing. Thank you to our Sunday
School teachers for working with the children each week. Thank you Kylie Van
Bruggen (7th grader) for narrating as the children’s pastor and for singing
“Angels We Have Heard on High”. Thank you 8th graders, Brooklyn Botz, Lauren
May, Abby Wilmes and Alyssa Wilmes for singing “O Come, All Ye Faithful”.
Thank you Cyndi Hill for accompanying the children. We are truly blessed by God
to have so many faithful children and parents in our congregation.

Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 23, 2022
The annual meeting will be held Sunday, January 23 at 10:45am in the sanctuary.
We will offer a Zoom link option again this year. A link will be sent out before the
annual meeting. We will be voting on a revision to our constitution (see page 5) as
well as other business. A quorum of 60 is needed to conduct business.
The Annual Report booklets will be available
for pick up from the church beginning
Thursday, January 13. Reports will only
be mailed to the out of area members
by request.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”
- Proverbs 3: 5-6 (NRSV)
People of Faith,
A few weeks ago, I was driving to Valley City from Casselton on a Saturday night. It was dark and heavy
snow had started to come down. I knew where I was going and how to get there but it was getting difficult
to see so I didn’t know what was coming up ahead of me. To make my drive easier I ended up turning on
the navigation on my phone, so that I could fully focus on the other drivers on the road and on the road
itself. Not being able to completely see where I was going but knowing my final destination was a slightly
frightening experience.
Thinking about my experience that Saturday night has got me thinking about the new year. A new year is
filled with exciting things, many of which we know are coming and some that will come unexpectedly.
We look forward with excitement at many of the things we know are coming, like birthdays, anniversaries,
holidays, fun trips, reunions, etc. Those things often drive us through the year, knowing that it is only so
many days until the next exciting thing. We prepare for them and reminisce upon them after they have
passed. Then there are the unexpected things that may come, like life changes, death, shocking things in
our world or country, deadly viruses, etc. These are things that we don’t prepare for. They often throw us
off course and can even make us feel uneasy about what is coming. Like a snowstorm while driving, these
unexpected occurrences can cause us to really have to focus in and take extra steps that we aren’t used to
taking. We feel like we are losing control.
As we work our way into a new year, it is important to remind ourselves of the promises of scripture.
When all things are going well in our lives, God is with us and guides our steps. When life seems to be
spiraling out of control and we can’t see what is coming next, God is with us and guides our steps. In
Proverbs 3: 5-6, we are called to trust in the Lord. This means that through all of the good things and the
bad that we should put our trust in God. When we put our trust in God, we receive the promise that God
will not forsake us, God will not lead us astray, God will watch over us and make our paths straight.
God is the navigation system for our life. But unlike the navigations systems we use when we are driving,
God is always guiding us in the right direction, even when we feel like we don’t need guidance.
With the promises of God, we can face the new year with confidence, power, and grace. For God, all things
are possible. So, when we feel lost, out of place, tired, or sick of it all, we can place our trust in God and
know that God will lead us through. And, when all is going well, we get to place our trust in God to guide
us to where we need to go next.
God’s Peace and Happy New Year,

Pastor Kyle
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Call Committee Update
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
In 2021, we as the Call Committee were brought together and decided to take on
this service to our Faith Family. In the short time in 2021, we received profiles
and conducted interviews and are hopeful as we move forward into 2022. We as a
committee have learned to continue to rely on our faith and the Holy Spirit to help guide us as we
continue to search for our next pastor to serve at Faith Lutheran. We ask you to pray for our church,
our congregation, and the guidance to help us step into the next chapter of our church to continue to
bring life and energy into our Faith Family.
For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Philippians 2:13
Our Warmest Greetings
The Call Committee,
Tyler Van Bruggen, Brianne Foell, Tim Ost, Elise Miller, Jenna Mairs, Scott Johnson

Gather in Prayer during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
“We saw the star in the East, and came to worship Him” - Matthew 2:2
The theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in
2022 was selected by the Middle East Council of Churches
and originates from the churches in Lebanon. Present
times in Lebanon are extremely difficult and economically
disastrous. All this combined with the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic have made the situation quite stressful.
The power of prayer in solidarity with those who suffer is a
demonstration of Christian unity and a sign of communion.
The theme, taken from the second chapter of the Gospel according to Matthew, is the Epiphany. Each
year in January, the Church recalls the visit of the Magi to Bethlehem, highlighting God’s invitation to
all of humanity to a new covenant in the incarnation of Christ.

Join us for a short service of prayer:
12:10-12:30pm
Tuesday, January 18—St. Catherine’s Catholic Church, 540 3rd Ave NE
Wednesday, January 19—New Life Assembly of God Church, 520 Winter Show Rd SW
Thursday, January 20—Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 138 3rd St NW

God our creator, you have given us work to do and call us to use our talents for the good of all.
Guide us as we work, and teach us to live in the Spirit who made us your sons and daughters,
in the love that made us sisters and brothers, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
3

A Message from Our Council President
We’ve turned the calendar page to not only a new month, but a new year. We’re putting the
Christmas decorations away and our homes will look a little bare without the lights and greenery.
I’m so thankful that my family and friends could gather this year to celebrate Christmas together.
It was such a good reminder of what is really important.
We have much to look forward to in 2022. I feel the presence of God’s hand in our journey to call a
new pastor. And, whoever God is preparing to join us at Faith Lutheran, we need to be mindful that
it is up to each and everyone of us to strengthen our congregation. Our participation in services and
the everyday life of our congregation along with continued financial support will ensure the vitality
of Faith Lutheran Church.

There are members we haven’t seen for a few months. WE MISS YOU! This is an exciting time in
our congregation’s life. Join us and be part of the joy that worshipping with our Faith Family brings
to all who participate.
Happy New Year my Faith Family. God Bless You!
Val Moritz

Recipe for Happiness
2 Heaping Cups of Patience
1 Heart, Full of Love
2 Handfuls of Generosity
Plenty of Faith
1 Handful of Understanding Dash of Laughter
Generous Sprinkle of Kindness
Combine patience, love and generosity with understanding. Add a dash of laughter and sprinkle
generously with kindness. Add plenty of faith and mix well. Spread over a period of a lifetime.
Serve everyone you meet.
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Ministry Match Call Committee Funding
The Stewardship and Finance Committee is asking for funding to help cover the expenses that
come with searching for and calling a new pastor. The funds received will help cover the call
committee’s travel expenses, the travel expenses for potential new pastors, the moving cost for
our new pastor, and other important functions of the call process. If the funding exceeds the costs
of calling a new pastor, the remaining balance will be used toward the ministry of Faith Lutheran.
Thanks to your generosity we have surpassed the $5,000 Ministry Match.
We may still possibly need additional support for the call process. We will
continue to receive your donations for this fund through January 22, 2022.
To give to this fund use a donation envelope and notate – Ministry
Match. If you write a check please write Ministry Match in the memo.
You may also go to our website: www.faithlutheranvc.org and donate to
Ministry Match online.

Revision to the FLC Mission Statement
The council recommends the following revision to the Mission Statement of Faith Lutheran Church.
This will be voted on at the annual meeting in January.
WELCOME, SERVE, EQUIP, SEND
Faith Lutheran is here as a welcoming Christian community to all members and visitors, committed
to serving the needs of those in the congregation, the local area and those outside our immediate
reach. We seek to equip followers of Christ with the biblical message and to rise up talents for the
work of ministry, and to send out faith-filled men and women into a hurting world with a
personal Christian witness.
The Council recommends replacing the words men and women with the word people.
Rationale: This revision would more closely align with the wording in the constitution.

2022 Offering Envelopes
The office has the 2022 offering envelopes for households ready to pick up. They
are on the table in the gathering area. If you would like envelopes but do not see
your name on the envelopes please let the office know. Thank you to all who
have set up online giving. Your contributions are recorded whether you use an
envelope, place a check in the offering plate, drop it by the office or give online.
If you have any questions about online giving please contact the office or Amy
Johnson, church treasurer. We thank you for your continued financial support!
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WELCA News
Faith’s WELCA Board met December 8 for our regular meeting. The board members
all felt that the Holiday Fest was very successful. We were able to give financial gifts
to 20 different organizations/agencies. Some of these are:
Faith Kids Club, Hospice of the Red River Valley, Abused Persons Outreach Center,
Barnes County Food Pantry, Salvation Army, Haiti Medical Mission, ND Prison
Ministry, Red Willow Bible Camp, Faith Lutheran’s Emergency Fund, Perry Center,
Faith Lutheran Missions, Faith Foundation—Bridges Backpack Program, Lutheran
Campus Ministry, SMP - St. Raphael (formerly Sheyenne Care Center), Churches
United, Furniture Mission of the Red River Valley and Hope Manor. Several of the
funds will be held and given on Giving Hearts Day in February for matching funds.
We did things a little differently this year (Holiday Fest) and
plan to keep some of the changes and go back to some of the
“old ways” next year. Hopefully, we can go back to having the
Fall Festival in October, with Covid being a memory!! A BIG
thank you to all who helped in any way with the Holiday Fest.
The festivals would not be successful without the teamwork
from everyone.
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, January 12 at 3:30pm.
I would like to share the following from the WELCA website.

FINDING CHRISTMAS:
While it is a wonderful privilege for many of us to go to a safe
home for the holidays, this is not the only way one can find joy in
Christmas. In fact, there was no magical “homecoming” involved
during the first Christmas event 2,000 years ago.
This first Christmas was not a magical holiday homecoming story
full of family turkey dinners, carol singing and football games.
It did not involve decorating trees, baking cookies and opening
wrapped gifts.
Rather, the first Christmas is a refugee story.
May “God grant you the light in Christmas, which is faith; the warmth
of Christmas, which is love….the all of Christmas, which is Christ.”
Wilda English
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Cheryl Foell, WELCA President

6

Baptismal Keepsake Cross Presentation
Baptismal Keepsake Crosses will be presented to families on Sunday, January 12 during the
9:30am worship service. January 12 is Baptism of the Lord Sunday. All children baptized in
Faith Lutheran during 2021 will receive their baptismal crosses compliments of Faith Lutheran.
The keepsakes are personalized with their names and baptismal dates as a reminder of this special
step in their Christian walk of faith. We do have a few of the children that live out of state so we
hope a family member will come forward to receive their
crosses.
The following individuals will be recognized:
Abigail Rose Roberts, Weston Tucker Smith,
Joanna Bea Anderson, Aaliyah Faith Torbenson,
Oliver Liam Lindemann, Jocelyn Kate Lindemann,
Brody Alexander Lindgren, Jack Jason Walker,
Bryson Lee Zins.

Mission Team News
Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts for the Angel Tree Prison Ministry
program or gave monetary donations. The families receiving the gifts expressed
their heart-felt appreciation.
Thanks to your generosity to the Mission Christmas Fund, the Mission Team was
able to brighten Christmas for 7 families in Valley City. They received gift cards to
area businesses.
We continue to support Project Ignite Light, a local charity that
provides care packages for children when they are examined by their
Local Advocacy Center or Hospital for physical abuse, sexual abuse
or neglect. This organization continues to grow and is helping in
North Dakota as well as other states. Project Ignite Light is located
at the former Barnes County North school near Rogers.
For information on Project Ignite Light go to their website: https://ignitelight.org.

January and February the Mission Team will be collecting for Project Ignite
Light 2-piece pajamas and fleece for tie blankets. A container will be in
the gathering area for the pajamas. All sizes are needed. You may buy sleep
pants and a top especially for the older youth since pajamas may be harder to
find in the larger sizes. Please note that they do not take one-piece sleepers/
pajamas. We will have a fleece blanket tying event probably in February (date
to be determined). More information will be in the February newsletter and
bulletin announcements once the date has been determined. If you would like to donate fleece for
this project, it takes 2 coordinating pieces of fleece (1 ½ yards each) to make a blanket.
The Mission Team will meet Tuesday, January 4 at 5:30pm.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS:
1. Yvonne Arneson; 2. Chase Roberts;
3. Mariah Frieze, Amy Pederson,
Audrey Peterson, Brett Stearns;
4. Laney Jenison; 5. Jordyn Adamietz,
Dani Werkhoven; 7. Tami Kratz;
8. Amanda Boock, Amy Johnson, Jacob Reitan,
Brenda Rohde, Brenna Storly; 10. Mara Thompson;
11. Jax Hejtmanek, Joan Noeske; 12. Jackie Heroux;
14. Jon Aus; Jan Kamstra, Faye Ranisate Heley,
Tyler Stearns; 15. Pat Horner; 16. Bristol Carlson;
17. Jill Rischmiller; 18. Kael Jenison, Mark Johnson,
Dani Sorensen, Colleen Werkhoven, Brooke Yanish;
19. Mackenzie Pederson; 21. Breana Buringrud,
Parker Rodin; 22. Joey Aus; 24. Jill Pederson;
25. Rydell Becker, Tricia Germann; 26. Addison Gerhardt,
Debby Neseth; 27. Linda Gruebele; 29. Morgan Larson;
30. Mildred Enockson; Frank Larson; 31. Cali Anderson,
Samantha Ranisate.

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES:
9. Richard & Marsha Anderson; 18. Mike & Pamela Egan,
Dallas & Linda Gruebele; 24. Dan & Leah McGough;
29. Randy & Teri McClaflin; 31. Nickolai & Kayla Holm.

Thank you!
Gary & I would like to extend a sincere and heartfelt
thank you to everyone who has remembered us during
these last couple months. We appreciated the cards,
texts & calls we received as well as the many meals
brought to our home. Also, we are so grateful for
the many prayers. Our hearts are full. It truly is a
humbling time for us and we are so very thankful to
you all.

Wishing each of you a Blessed Christmas.
“Let the Peace of Christ rule in
your hearts … and be thankful”
Colossians 3:15

January Service & Care
**Dean & Brenda Klein
Jill Berg-Foss
Jason & Kirstin Gerhardt
Jackie Heroux
Bob & Ilene Hetler
John & Jan Johnson
Scott & Lisa Limesand
Joe & Reneé Martin
Mike & Vicki Metcalf
Howard & Carol Oppegard
Larry & Deloris Welken
*Thank you for serving!

December Attendance
December 5 98 52+online views
December 12 179 54+online views
(Christmas Program)
December 19 70 11+online views
December 24 145/107
46+online views (Christmas Eve)
December 26 20
*online views are households watching

Offering
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

$13,072.98
$15,027.00
$17,658.95
$21,495.00
$19,102.00
$14,278.00
$12,280.00
$16,001.00
$14,087.00
$15,770.00
$15,515.00
$28,885.00

Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$21,191.26

Diane & Gary Sommerfeld
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December Memorials
In memory of Marlene Bischoff given by Jack & Val Moritz (General Fund);
by Gary & Diane Sommerfeld (Undesignated).
In memory of Kim Cook given by Al & Nancy Sorensen (Children’s Ministry).
In memory of Tiffiney Dick given by Jack & Val Moritz (Undesignated).
In memory of Wyatt Hatcher given by Elaine Walls (Altar Guild).
In memory of Chase Jenison given by Jerry & Carol Moritz (Undesignated).
In memory of Mark Kvien given by Jerry & Carol Moritz (Undesignated).
In memory of George May given by Doug & Leona McPherson (General Fund).
In memory of Doreen Sayler given by Family & Friends (Jr/Sr High & Sunday School); by Lois
Brandvold (Sunday School); by Doug & Becky Kratz (Youth); by Mark & Patty Lloyd (Children’s
Ministry); by Dean & Amy Pederson (Education/Sunday School); by Gary & Diane Sommerfeld
(Undesignated); by Tyler & Angela Van Bruggen (Children’s Ministry); by Warren & Brenda
Ventsch (Children’s Ministry).
In memory of Marge Sayler given by Family & Friends (Jr/Sr High & Sunday School); by Lois
Brandvold (Sunday School); by Doug & Becky Kratz (Youth); by Mark & Patty Lloyd (Children’s
Ministry); by Dean & Amy Pederson (Education/Sunday School); by Gary & Diane Sommerfeld
(Undesignated); by Tyler & Angela Van Bruggen (Children’s Ministry); by Warren & Brenda
Ventsch (Children’s Ministry).

Celebration of Life Angel Tree
Our youth would like to thank everyone who purchased
an angel for the Celebration of Life Tree in memory or
in honor of their loved ones. This is a youth group
fundraiser. We had over 100 angels on the tree!
Thank you Paulette Everson for making all the angels!
If you purchased an angel, don’t forget to take your
angel home.

JANUARY TEAM MEETINGS
Council—Meets Tue, Jan 11 at 5:15pm
FLC Staff—Meets Wed, Jan 5 at 1:30 pm & Wed, Jan 19 at 1:30pm
Men’s Group—Meets Sat, Jan 15 at 8:00am
Mission Team—Meets Tue, Jan 4 at 5:30pm
February Service & Care— Meets Sun, January 16 after worship and
through emails/texts/ phone
WELCA—Meets Wed, Jan 12 at 3:30pm.
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Sunday School!

The kids here at Faith did a wonderful
job with their Christmas program,
“A Socially Distanced Christmas”!
More pictures on back of calendar.
Sunday School resumes on
Sunday, January 9th!
Just a reminder that we do have Sunday
School starting at 10:45-11:45am. Kids
are welcome to eat a snack with their
parents in the Gathering Space before
they come to their classrooms.

Bibles Received

Sunday, December 5 our 3rd graders
received their first full Bible and a
blessing during the worship service.
God bless these young people as they
read God’s Word and grow in their
faith.
Pictured (l-r): Natalie, Clint Meyer &
Chloe Sayler; Kellie, Greg & Braeden
Schulz, Laura, Talon & Brian Klevgaard;
Stephanie, Luke & Brooke Bopp;
Pastor Kyle.
Not Pictured: Gavin Wiebe, Nora Boock
and Ivory Erickson.

Faith Kids Club

*January 5—Kids Club resumes
at Faith!
*January 12—we will be at Faith
*January 19—we will be at Faith
*January 26—Service Project
*more details will come soon!
.

Kids Club rang the Salvation Army bells
on December 15. Thank you!
Kids Club & Confirmation youth
participated in the Valley City Parade
of Lights on November 2nd.
Pictures on back of calendar.
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Confirmation Information

Due to Faith being in between pastors at the moment, we are grouping
together with Our Savior’s for this school year and doing confirmation
together! You should have all received the calendar for the year, but
this is what is planned for January:
January
January
January
January

5: Jesus & His Ministry—Miracles/Water Into Wine
12: Jesus & His Ministry—”Call of the Disciples”
19: Jesus & His Ministry—”Acts of Service/Footwashing”
26: Adventure Night

This the schedule for our regular class times:
6:00-6:30pm—There will be snacks in the youth room if needed
6:30-7:00pm—Opening Time with Worship
7:00-7:30pm—Grade Level Breakout Session (7th, 8th, & 9th graders will split into groups
and do a new breakout session each week.
7:30-8:00pm—Small Group Time

Confirmation Youth Service Project

Kids in Confirmation from Faith and Our Savior’s took part in a special community service
project this holiday season! These youth went shopping at Wal-Mart in Jamestown and
bought presents for kids from the Dacotah Bank Community Gift Tree.

Then the kids had
a wrapping and
pizza party.
Thank you to
Thrivent for
having this large
Action Team to
use to make this
happen for kids
in our community!

Jr/Sr High Youth
Senior High Lunch is Mondays at Our Savior’s! This year, there will be 2 shifts for lunch.
Freshmen will be served at 11:15am, and the 10-12th graders will be served at 12:15pm.
(There was a change with lunch schedules this year!)
*Saturday, January 29th we will head to Fargo for a Fargo
Force hockey game! The game starts at 6:05pm, so we will
leave the church at 4:30pm. Watch for more info soon!
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Faith Lutheran Church - 309 4th St NE - 845-4390 - office@faithlutheranvc.org

“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

Church Staff
Interim Pastor: Pastor Kyle Giermann

Church Office:

(701) 845-4390

Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz

Fax Number:

(701) 845-5887

Treasurer: Amy Johnson

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Coordinator of Youth Ministry and
Sunday School: Wendi Wilmes
Accompanist/ Worship Coordinator: Cyndi Hill
Custodians: Mark & Sandy Brandvold
Council President: Val Moritz
Phone: (701)840-1652
Council: Sandy Brandvold, Paulette Everson,
Kent Gronlie, Erin Metcalf, Sue Milender,
Mike Nix, Karla Ranisate, Tyler Van Bruggen,

E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pastor’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: treasurer@faithlutheranvc.org
Wendi’s E-Mail: wendi.wilmes@gmail.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com

