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Outdoor Family Christmas Celebration

Welcome to the Season of Epiphany!
We celebrate and study the revealing of Christ Jesus to all people.
January 3: Boy in the Temple—Luke 2:41-52
January 10: Jesus’ Baptism—Luke 3:1-22
January 17: Sermon at Nazareth—Luke 4:14-30
January 24: Fish for People—Luke 5:1-11
January 31: Healing on the Sabbath—Luke 6:1-16
Let us kneel in the darkness,
Until we see God’s light emerge.
Let us wait with hope filled hearts,
As Christ’s image grows within us and shows us life.
Let him speak to us and teach us love,
Until we open our hearts to be his home.
~written by Christine Sine (2012), and posted on GodSpace.

Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 24, 2021
The annual meeting will be held Sunday, January 24th at 11:00am. Because
of the pandemic regulations it will most likely be held on Zoom. There needs to be
a quorum of 60. We will keep you informed where the annual meeting will be held
when it gets closer to January 24th. The Annual
Report booklets will be available to pick up from the
church by Thursday, January 14, 2021. Reports will
only be mailed to the out of area members by request.

I want to thank you for your loving concern and patience while I recovered
from COVID. I could only work half-time for a couple weeks and still tire
easily now (December 17th). This virus affects people so differently and we
are very grateful that only Isaac and I had it. The racing heart and elevated blood pressure
after walking up a flight of stairs was worrisome. We have a committed staff at FLC and
council members that were eager to help as well.
So much of our Advent is different this year with no parties, no potluck after the children’s
Christmas program and viewing concerts online rather than in person. But perhaps there
are more opportunities to seek the Lord and listen for Christ’s voice. It is good for our mental
health to name our losses or disappointments, and then ask the Lord to help us discover joy
“anyway”. Because of my illness, I didn’t get any special baking done before Christmas. So,
I reverently enjoyed baking delivered by a neighbor and a church friend.
Each of us has things that are different this year because of the necessary precautions
against COVID. Christ comes with love and grace to say, “you don’t have to do it all”, some
things need to wait. Our future will be better. Jesus has something for you that you really
need – his love and connection to the body of Christ – and Christ will keep knocking at the
door of your life. Sometimes Christ’s knock is gentle. Other times the Lord knocks with a
mighty hand that cannot be ignored or drowned out by other noise.
Our Daily Text reading for this day is Jeremiah 31:17 “There is hope
for your future, says the Lord” and Revelation 3:20: “Listen! I am
standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door,
I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me”. Jesus offers
amazing gifts to us but sometimes we miss those gifts in our busyness or our doubt or our insecurities. Christ sets a banquet table for
us.
The Advent hymn “Unexpected and Mysterious” is new to me. The
text written by Jeannette Lindholm is beautiful.
Unexpected and mysterious is the gentle word of grace. Ever loving and sustaining is the
peace of God’s embrace. If we falter in our courage, and we doubt what we have known,
God is faithful to console us as a mother tends her own.
We are called to ponder mystery and await the coming Christ, to embody God’s compassion
for each fragile human life. God is with us in our longing to bring healing to the earth,
while we watch with joy and wonder for the promised Savior’s birth. (ELW #258)
The Christmas story is an epic, multigenerational love story, a story of God coming to be
with us through prestigious prophets and “nowhere” towns; through venerable priests and
vulnerable young women; through stars and shepherds and scripture and song.
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I know your Christmas was different this year. But the Christ who was born among the animals
in Bethlehem is born into our lives each day. Keep lighting the candles, the flame of love chasing
away the shadows of hate. Epiphany – Christ revealed to ALL NATIONS – is right around the
corner. “For nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37) as the angel Gabriel declares to
Mary. Luke’s gospel continues the story of a loving God who cares deeply for humanity – and at
the same time casts “love” as an unfolding force in history, taking shape through generations of
ordinary, unexpected, and often vulnerable people.
As a writer of “saltproject.org” proclaims: Jesus will come into the world through the faith and
strength and body of a young woman. In a world dominated by Rome and Jerusalem, Jesus will
come into the world through a family from Nazareth, a “nowhere” town unmentioned in all of
Hebrew scripture. In a world dominated by imperial power and violent strength, Jesus will come
with a soft spot on his head, and Mary’s milk on his breath.
May God give you courage to welcome Christ anew and upon
receiving grace upon grace, goodness overflowing, your life will
show evidence to Christ’s coming with gratitude, love for our
neighbor, food for the hungry and joy that spills into laughter and
song. How great is our God!
Pastor Jolene

Pick Up the 2021 Daily Texts
The 2021 Daily Texts will be available at Church after Christmas.
Give God space to do a new thing in your life each day! When using
the Daily Texts, you are joining together with a worldwide Christian
community that bridges cultures, nations and languages. By asking the
four “TRIP” questions of the biblical texts, you take a journey with the Lord
that can bring hope, change and renewal in your life.
Pick up one for yourself and one for a friend or family member. They are
$9 a piece; the binding is different this year allowing them to stay open.
If the cost is prohibitive for you, any donation helps. If you are able,
contribute a little extra so a student or someone experiences need can
receive one free of charge.
Pastor Johan and Sonja Hinderlie have assumed the production of the Daily Texts and have a daily podcast
that is a good start to your day, found at: www.grounupgrace.com. You may also Text SUBSCRIBE to
(205)839-3909 or fill out the form on their website to receive FREE audio devotionals and newsletters.
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A Message from Our Council President
2020, wow, what a year! Words and phrases that we hardly or never used before became second
nature: pandemic, Coronavirus, COVID-19, isolation, quarantine, mask-up, social distancing,
remote learning, on-line church services. Yes, it was a hard year, but we’ve always been assured
of God’s presence during this unsettling time.
With the approval of the COVID-19 vaccine, we’re seeing optimism from our medical community.
God bless the caregivers.
It’s my prayer that as we reflect on this past year, we’ll keep some of the lessons we’ve learned in our
heart going forward. Our families are a gift; our church family is such an important part of our lives;
and material things have little meaning in the grand scheme. I look forward to the time when we
can worship in person and enjoy fellowship over a cup of coffee.
Our annual meeting will probably look a little different this year. Unless our risk level is lowered,
our meeting will be held over ZOOM. You’ll hear more about this as we get closer to the January 24th
date.
Thank you for faithfully supporting our congregation. We have
much to be thankful for as we enter 2021.
God bless!
Val Moritz, Council President

Faith Lutheran Worship Through Technology
We continue to worship through technology: primarily via Facebook
Live at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, uploaded later to our YouTube
page, "vcfaithlutheran", and via our radio broadcast on KOVC 1490
AM/96.3 FM at 10:30 a.m. At this time while Barnes County is in
the 'Orange' risk area, we have determined to follow the guidance of public health officials and not
have large gatherings. We look forward to worshipping in-person together when it is wise to do so,
hopefully sooner rather than later.
In the meantime, if you are struggling with worship at home, particularly if you live alone, please
call the Church office. We can arrange for a small number of people here, but you must call ahead.
Bulletins are emailed out each week. If you have email, but don’t receive “Faith’s Friendly Friday
Flier”, please email us at office@faithlutheranvc.org so we can add you to the list. We can mail a
bulletin to you upon request if you cannot access the bulletin via email. Please ask!
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Ministry Partners
Our God is a generous God and as we grow in our faith in Christ
we are eager to give to the needs of others. Thank you for your
support of our congregation, a primary focus of a Christian’s giving
is their local congregation. As you are able and as you are lead, you
contribute to the needs of other Christian ministries, especially those
that serve the needs of the poor. Supporting local efforts to address
hunger is very important.
Several people have asked me for more information about Global Health Ministries (GHM) which
serves some of the most vulnerable people in the world. Pastor Dan and Bea Faust’s son-in-law is
the director of GHM and local doctor James Buhr has served on their board. You can check out
their website: ghm.org for great information and pictures. It is a nonprofit worthy of your support.
Hopefully in the future, we can have a staff member or board member lead us in a “global poverty
experience” or share a presentation.
Global Health Ministries (GHM) is an independent
Lutheran nonprofit (501c3) established in 1987, and
specializes in capacity-building for Lutheran health
systems in under-resourced countries, serving some
of the most vulnerable people in the world.
We believe all people should have access to a
healthy life. But they don’t. Together we can make
a difference.
Each year thousands of volunteers gather in our Minnesota-based
warehouse to help sort and pack medical equipment and supplies to
share around the world. At the request of our international partners
we also offer grants and volunteer consultants to help build their
capacity to move the needle on health in their communities and effect
sustainable and enduring change.
This network of friends and supporters, called GHM, has grown exponentially for over three decades.
Dr. Steve Friberg, long-term missionary to Tanzania, says it well: “One of the amazing things about
God is that when God is working, there’s a ripple effect; materials go a lot farther, and people that
weren’t connected get more connected.” Donated medical supplies and equipment are now sent by
sea container from a 12,000 square foot warehouse instead of in cardboard boxes packed in a garage.
We are still marked by deep relationships, and the connections that move us forward. We continue to
serve alongside international colleagues, now in 14 countries, expanding our programs to include
leadership consulting and accompanying partners in grassroots efforts to improve community
health. Sometimes we have been amazed at all that is accomplished - the materials that arrive just
when we need them, the funding that comes in the “nick of time,” the projects that flourish against
all odds. But God is working, watering the deep roots with water that never fails.
Address for gifts is 7831 Hickory St NE Minneapolis, MN 55432; email is office@ghm.org,
phone 763-586-9590
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WELCA News
The Faith Lutheran WELCA continues to meet via Zoom. Our most recent meeting was
December 9.
Rhonda Knodle from Our Savior’s and I took a combined total of 62 quilts, 2 garbage bags
of winter clothing and a box of needed supplies to Churches United in early December.
Thank you to the quilters and those who donated other items. The staff were absolutely
delighted as we brought in bag after bag of quilts and very needed supplies. I left with
such a warm feeling of the Spirit of Christmas.
We were happy to distribute nearly as many “Fall Festival” funds to agencies as we have in past
years. Julie had received a call from the Prison Ministry contact person at the Jamestown
Correctional Facility with a request for yarn. A few days later he received the annual check from
our WELCA and was able to spend it on yarn. Julie had not gotten a chance to let us know about
the need for yarn when he received the check. Since then, he has delivered several bags of crocheted
hats and mittens to our church for Pastor Jolene to distribute to those in need. One bag was given to
the Community Closet and the rest of the bags were taken to Churches United.
Once again, the Spirit of Christ was at work!! If any of you have extra yarn you
will not be using, please bring it to the church and we will get it to them.
Thank you Jack and Val Moritz for decorating the outdoor planters with the very
festive Christmas trees.
Upcoming dates to remember are:
January 13, 2021—WELCA meeting on Zoom
August 5-8, 2021—Women of the ELCA Gathering, Phoenix, AZ
September 19, 2021—EaSWO Fall Convention, Park River Bible Camp, Park River, ND
I hope you all had a very Merry Christmas and here is wishing you all a Healthy and Happy New
Year. Let’s all pray 2021 brings us back into our church building for worship and fellowship. I know
that I am missing all of you and can’t wait for some of thos Faith Family hugs and am quite sure
I am not the only one feeling this way!
Cheryl Foell, WELCA President

Baptismal Keepsake Cross Presentation
Baptismal Keepsake Crosses will be presented to families on Sunday,
January 10th during the 9:30am worship service. All children baptized
in Faith Lutheran during 2020 will receive their baptismal crosses
compliments of Faith Lutheran. The keepsakes are personalized with their
names and baptismal dates as a reminder of this special step in their
Christian walk of faith.
The following individuals will be recognized: Lennox Grey Boll,
Ridge Bradley Rischmiller, Axell James Lunn, Liam Vincent Greenley,
Kashton James Anderson, Ellie Ann Larson, Lincoln Rhett Johnson,
Jax Lee Hejtmanek.
We hope to be able to meet in person for worship with 50% capacity. If we are still in the COVID
orange risk level we will only have the families receiving their keepsake in person.
6

Mission Team News
Thank you to everyone who bought presents for the Angel Tree Prison Ministry
program or gave monetary donations. The Mission Team collected and distributed
26 Christmas gifts for 13 children. The families receiving the gifts expressed their
heart-felt appreciation.
We continue to support Project Ignite Light, a local charity that
provides care packages for children when they are examined by their
Local Advocacy Center or Hospital for physical abuse, sexual abuse or
neglect. This organization continues to grow and is helping in other
states as well as North Dakota.
January collection item: 2-piece pajamas for Project Ignite Light
A container will be in the gathering area for the pajamas. All sizes are needed. You can buy sleep
pants and a top especially for the older youth since pajamas may be harder to find in larger sizes.
February collection item: Fleece for tie blankets for Project Ignite Light
In February (date to be determined) we will have a fleece blanket-tying time at Faith. More
information will be in the February newsletter and bulletin announcements once the date has been
decided and how we will be able to do them. If you would like to donate fleece for this project, it
takes 2 coordinating pieces of fleece (1 ½ yards each) to make a blanket.
Through the Mission Christmas Fund, the Mission Team was able to help seven families that have
experienced challenges this year. They received gift cards from area businesses to make their
Christmas brighter.

Celebration of Life Luminary Bags
Our junior/senior high youth would like to thank everyone who purchased a luminary bag in
memory of in honor of their loved ones. The luminary bags were set out for our Outdoor Family
Christmas Celebration and were also used to light the
sanctuary aisles for our Christmas Eve service. We had
74 luminary bags purchased! This is one of the youth
group fundraisers and your participation is appreciated.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS: 1. Yvonne
Arneson; 2. Chase Roberts; 3. Mariah Frieze,
Amy Pederson, Audrey Peterson, Brett
Stearns; 4. Elaine Jenison; 5. Jordyn
Adamietz, Dani Werkhoven; 7. Tami Kratz;
8. Amanda Boock, Amy Johnson, Jacob Reitan, Brenda
Rohde, Brenna Storly; 9. Aubrey Lilja; 10. Mara
Thompson; 11. Jax Hejtmanek, Joan Noeske; 12. Jackie
Heroux; 13. William Schwehr; 14. Jon Aus, Jan Kamstra,
Faye Ranisate Heley, Tyler Stearns; 15. Pat Horner;
16. Bristol Carlson; 17. Jill Rischmiller; 18. Kael Jenison,
Mark Johnson, Dani Sorensen, Colleen Werkhoven,
Brooke Yanish; 19. Mackenzie Pederson; 21. Breana
Buringrud; 22. Joey Aus; 24. Jill Pederson; 25. Rydell
Becker, Tricia Germann; 26. Addison Gerhardt, Debby
Neseth; 27. Linda Gruebele, Lisa Johnson; 29. Morgan
Larson; 30. Mildred Enockson, Deegan Kirschenmann,
Frank Larson; 31. Cali Anderson, Samantha Ranisate.

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 9. Richard &
Marsha Anderson; 18. Mike & Pamela Egan, Dallas &
Linda Gruebele; 24. Dan & Leah McGough; 29. Randy &
Teri McClaflin; 31. Nickolai & Kayla Holm.

December Transitions in Our Parish
DEATHS: Our sympathies to the family & friends of
Jeannine Berlin. Jeannine died Friday, December 4,
2020. Her funeral service was held Thursday, December 10
at Faith with Pastor Jolene officiating.
Our sympathies to the family & friends of Elsie Benson.
Elsie died Saturday, December 5, 2020. Her funeral
service was held Friday, December 11 at Oliver-Nathan
Funeral Chapel with Pastor Jolene officiating.

January Service & Care
**Dean & Brenda Klein
Jill Berg-Foss
Jason & Kirstin Gerhardt
Jackie Heroux
Bob & Ilene Hetler
John & Jan Johnson
Scott & Lisa Limesand
Joe & Reneé Martin
Mike & Vicki Metcalf
Howard & Carol Oppegard
Larry & Deloris Welken
*Thank you for serving!

December Attendance
December 6
63+online views
December 13 46+online views
December 20 34+online views
December 24 (Christmas Eve)
174+online views
December 27 no service
*online views are households watching

Offering
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

$18,110.48
$21,585.00
$17,027.00
$15,633.00
$17,979.00
$12,133.00
$16,062.00
$18,554.00
$15,158.00
$20,507.28
$13,661.00
$17,965.00

Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$20,585.61

Epiphany—
The Magi
by He Qi
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Bibles Received
Sunday, December 6 our third graders, Brody Metcalf and
Maya Van Bruggen received their first full Bibles and a
blessing during the worship service. We are thankful Brody
and Maya and their immediate families were able to be to
attend worship in person since they are such a small class.
God bless these young people as they read God’s Word and
grow in their faith.
Pictured: Brody Metcalf, Maya Van Bruggen, Pastor Jolene.

December Memorials
In memory of Elsie Benson given by Jack & Val Moritz (Building Maintenance);
by Elaine Walls (Altar Guild).
In memory of Jeannine Berlin given by Lois Brandvold (Postage for Angel Tree Gifts); by Illa
Glandt (Undesignated); by Jack & Val Moritz (Building Maintenance).
In memory of Ardie Gregerson given by her Family (Building Maintenance); by Virgil & Tami
Kratz (Undesignated).
In memory of Joel Joerz given by Jack & Val Moritz (Building Maintenance).
In memory of Dan Johnson given by Jody Johnson (General Fund).
In memory of Kyle Kohn given by Julie Moritz (Undesignated); by Cindy Waagen (General Fund).
In memory of Doug Larson given by Arlene Larson & Family (Proclaim - Dec 20).
In memory of Evan Lunde given by Joe & Martee Lunde & Family (Proclaim - Dec 27).

2021 Offering Envelopes
The 2021 offering envelopes are ready for household to pick up. Please let the
office know if you would like envelopes and you don’t see them with your
name. Thank you to all who have set up online giving. Your contributions are
recorded whether you use an envelope, place a check in the offering plate,
drop by the office or give online. If you have any questions about online
giving please ask the office or Amy Johnson, church treasurer. We thank you
for your continuing financial support!

JANUARY TEAM MEETINGS
Council—Meets Tue, Jan 12
at 7:00pm via Zoom
FLC Staff—Meets Wed, Jan 6
at 1:30pm & Wed, Jan 20
at 1:30pm

Men’s Group—Meets Sat, Jan 16 at 8am
Mission Team—No January Meeting
February Service & Care— Meets through
emails/texts/ phone
WELCA—Meets Wed, Jan 13 at 3:30pm
on Zoom
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Sunday School News
At the time of writing this, I am hoping we can back in person for
Sunday School. Sunday School will resume on Sunday, January 10th!
If we can be back in person, we will have Sunday School at 10:45am
(right after church). If we can’t be in person for Sunday School,
I will continue to make weekly lessons and put them on our church’s
Youtube channel: vcfaithlutheran.

Virtual Christmas Program Thank You!
We enjoyed a different style of Christmas Program this year! We had a
virtual Christmas program that consisted of parents videoing and helping
their children say a few lines and decorate a letter of the alphabet.
We called our program, “A Christmas Alphabet Poem”. I can not thank the
parents that helped make this possible enough! You guys did a fabulous job
helping your children! The kids also did a wonderful job with their lines and
decorating their letters! We even got some special music in the program!
We hope you all enjoyed our program and thank you so much to all the
families that participated!
If you haven’t had a chance to view the Christmas Program I encourage you to go to our
church’s Youtube channel: vcfaithlutheran to watch it. You will get to hear the Christmas
story in a new way.

Faith Kids Club Schedule—
4th-6th Graders
.

I am hoping we can be back in person
starting on January 6th!! If that
does happen, I will pick kids up after
school at Washington School. Please
pick up your child at 5pm at the
church. If we have to still be virtual,
I will continue to do Kids Club on
Zoom starting at 4:3opm!

January
January
January
January

Confirmation Service Projects

The confirmation small groups each did something
special for our community and our church in
December. Some of the groups mailed Christmas
cards to our members who are in care facilities or
have not been out much due to the coronavirus.
Some bought gifts for the Angel Tree Ministry
program or bought gifts for Toys for Tots. We
had a group clean the pews in the sanctuary. We
are thankful our youth are so willing to participate
in their small groups.

6—we will be at Faith
13—we will be at Faith
20—we will be at Faith
27—we will be at Faith
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January 13 we will plan to meet on Zoom for our large group confirmation
time. If coronavirus numbers continue to go down we will be able to do
a hybrid of in person and Zoom. If we go down to the yellow risk level
in Barnes County we will be able to return to in person large group
confirmation. As before, we will meet in the sanctuary where it is easy to
physical distance. Masks will be worn correctly, especially when you are
talking with someone or when you cannot observe 6 feet apart.
Small groups may meet, but may not eat together. They must wear a mask/face covering
at all times and practice physical distancing.
Confirmation students be sure to read the scripture for each lesson and be ready to
answer the questions. Take the time to do the Relate to Church sheet and the Faith5
each week also. With your parents and mentors accompaniment we are making daily
connections to our Christian Faith. Please remember to fill out and submit Worship
Reports. You may email a picture of the filled-out document to Pastor Jolene.
Regular Wednesday Schedule (when we return to meeting in person):
6:15pm - Building Open
6:30-7:30pm - Large Group Learning and Worship Time
January 6: Small Group Night—Service Projects
January 13: What is a Sacrament? - Plan to be on Zoom
January 20: Holy Baptism
January 27: Holy Communion
February 3: Small Group Night
The Chosen Together booklet for the sessions that will begin in January will be emailed
out to students & mentors the first week of January. They will also be ready to pick up by
January 6th when you have small group.

Jr/Sr High Youth Events

Breakfast Club will resume on Wednesday, January 6! Every Wednesday
morning, come to the church for Breakfast Club starting at 8am! I have
either a jumbo muffin or a large cinnamon roll, juice box, fruit and a prayer
to give you in a to go bag! It is in a drive thru setting to keep it safe your
everyone! Hope to see you there!
Tentatively I am planning on having a fun game night at the church on
Saturday, January 23 at 7pm! We will be playing the super fun game,
Among Us, in person!! I have ordered a kit to make our own personal
game! I also am planning an Escape Room too! This will be so much fun to
do together! Watch for more details soon!
Wendi
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Outdoor Family Fun Christmas Celebration
Thank you to everyone who put together the wonderful outdoor Christmas Celebration! We love the
Christmas story as told by the children. The fire was warm, the cider was hot, the cookies delicious,
the atmosphere festive, the weather wintery & the message is what keeps us all moving forward. Jesus Christ the Savior is Born!

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse
Phone: (701) 840-9266
Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz

Church Office:

(701) 845-4390

Fax Number:

(701) 845-5887

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Treasurer: Amy Johnson
Coordinator of Youth Ministry and Sunday School: Wendi Wilmes
Accompanist/ Worship Coordinator: Cyndi Hill
Custodians: Mark & Sandy Brandvold
Council President: Val Moritz
Phone: (701)840-1652
Council: Sandy Brandvold, Paulette Everson,
Mike Nix, Karla Ranisate, Tyler Van Bruggen,
Cindy Waagen, Jeremy Wiebe

E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pr. Jolene’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: treasurer@faithlutheranvc.org
Wendi’s E-Mail: wendi.wilmes@gmail.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com

“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

