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Share the Joy and Transformation
of the Epiphany Season
Sunday Worship: 9am
Sunday School: 10:30am

God is made known in Jesus Christ.

Baptismal Keepsakes Presented
Sunday, January 13th baptismal keepsakes were presented by Cheryl Foell
to the families who had baptisms in 2018. The baptismal keepsakes have each
person’s name and baptismal date on them. They are courtesy of WELCA and
Faith Lutheran Church.

Pictured: (back row, l-r) Pastor Jolene, James, Ezra & Isaac Hanse; Ashley, Nick
& Alexis Horner; Brandon Nadeau, receiving keepsakes for his cousins, Brynlee
Brainard & Ryker Larson; Mykayla Pedersen; Krista, Mark & Olivia Johnson;
(front row, l-r) Andy, Samantha, Drake & Bristol Carlson; Amanda, Nick & Mia
Nielsen. Unable to attend were Rhett Holm, Alexandria Rohde, and Ayden Ness.

February Family Fun—February 8th
Let’s meet for bowling at Sky Lanes at 7:00pm! Please cover
the cost for your family, but Wendi will provide some yummy
snacks and treats!

“It is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ who has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it many be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not
come from us”. 2 Corinthians 4:6-7
It is a delightful and difficult thing to be a human. This poem encouraged me recently and I
trust it will inspire you also:
Red Kite
Dance on the wind,
You bright red kite
One part
Of a lively quadThe kite, the wind,
the girls.
Anna and Lisa
Playing with God –
The kite on the end
Of their stringThe wind
On the end
Of God’s.
By Terry Jacobson of rural Langdon, ND.

We are conspirators with God, breathing with God; trusting that God is our breath and life.
With God we are often led where we would otherwise not go. Experiencing greater joys and
greater challenges. But playing/resting/ with God is what we are meant to do/be.
Trust that God is love. Love that plays. Love that beckons. Love that leaves a bouquet hand
picked from the meadow. God is love. Living in this love changes us. We have wonder. We
have hope. We have joy in the midst of deep, deep sorrow. We are free of pretension and fear.
The glory of God shines through all our broken places. February 10th is Transfiguration
Sunday, a day to ponder what Peter, James and John experienced up on the mountain with
Jesus as he was changed in appearance, glorified, as Moses and Elijah joined Jesus on the
mountain. The disciples were terrified and strengthened. In the living out of our hope in
Jesus we too are transfigured, changed, transformed. How does the glory of God shine in and
through you? What is illumined by Christ’s light peeking out through the cracks in your life?
Here is an Epiphany prayer, shared by Bob Holmes.
Light a candle, breathe in deeply and savor the presence of God, our light and our love.
As breath is spirit,
Breathe in this moment...
Let the stillness soak into your being.
Breathe in forgiveness, and breathe out releasing.
Breathe in faith, and breathe out gratitude.
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Continued on page 3

Continued from page 2

Enter into your rest prepared for you,
In Christ's finished work.
Close your eyes or let them rest gently focused a few feet in front of you, as you breathe naturally.

Breathe... embracing belonging, releasing gratitude,
Focusing on the presence of Jesus.
Letting go and letting God,
Like a trust fall into the arms of God
Allowing yourself to feel well, and whole in these eternal arms.
Beloved
Feeling joy in God's presence.
Free from suffering and harm,
Free and whole.
Thank you for sharing life in Christ together as Faith Lutheran Church.
With love and hope,
Pastor Jolene

God’s Intentions for Love and Marriage Classes
Let’s gather as Christians to talk about God’s intentions for love and marriage this February and
March!
During the Sunday school hour, 10:30am, on February 17 & 24 and March 3, 17, & 24 we will
have a marriage care group exploring the great resource: Love to Stay by Pastor Adam Hamilton.
This will be an opportunity to consider what makes a happy marriage, explore the meaning and
mission of marriage and provide assurance that difficulties will arise in every marriage and can be
met with confidence, faith and love. The study is for anyone interested in the topic—married couples
can gain insights from single friends in Christ. We will meet for 5 sessions. A book is helpful but not
required. Sign up by emailing Pastor Jolene or getting your name on the sheet on the table in the
gathering space.

Prayer Ministry Group
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7
We can rise above our anxiety by giving thanks rather than worrying or
complaining. Let’s give it a try. If a negative thought comes to mind or out
of our mouths, let’s start over and think, say, or pray something helpful and
positive. God gave us the recipe for peace in the above verses.
You are welcome to gather together for prayer on the first Sunday of each month
at 8:15am in the Fireside Room.

God Bless you!
Prayer Ministry Group
3

A Message from Our Council President
Thank you to everyone who attended the Faith Lutheran Church annual meeting and to the
WELCA and January service and care teams for providing the wonderful brunch. After the past
few annual meetings which included discussions of mourning the loss of our previous building,
finding new temporary and permanent church locations, building our new building, and undergoing
capital appeals, it was nice to have an uneventful annual meeting for a change.
There was only 1 change to the members on council at the meeting. Mike Nix was elected and will
be welcomed as our newest council member at our February meeting. I look forward to seeing God’s
plan unfold through Mike in a council position within our church. Congratulations Mike and
welcome. Mike replaced Mark Brandvold whose term was expiring. I’d like to thank Mark for his
tireless efforts on the church Council. Mark was always willing to step up wherever he was needed.
He served on the property committee, budget committee, cemetery committee, foundation and
building team. He also served as council president. He served at a time where the duties and tasks
of being a council member, president, and building team member were far more than average.
He never turned away from those tasks and responsibilities and kept our church moving forward.
Through it all you never heard him complain. The church was his focus. Thank you for your
leadership Mark. Your dedication is an inspiration to us all.
We had a short reorganizational meeting following the annual meeting. I was elected to remain
council president for another year, Scott Stanford will remain Vice President, and Cindy Waagen
will be Secretary. Please feel free to approach us or any of the council with any comments,
questions, or concerns. I’d be happy to meet and visit with you over a cup of coffee.
I mentioned in my report at the annual meeting that my goal for this year as a council is to focus
on our mission as a church. Our church is now built, and a plan is in place to have it paid for.
Where do we go from here? How can we best serve God? What did we build this building for? What
does the outside community see as Faith Lutheran’s purpose in our community? What do we see as
our purpose in the community? What do we do best? What can we do better? Those are just a few of
the thoughts and questions that we will focus on this year.
The past year as council president has been challenging and rewarding. I’ve enjoyed the time spent
in the role and look forward to an even better year ahead. Thank you for your prayers throughout
our continued journey together.
Your Brother in Christ,
Tyler VanBruggen
Faith Lutheran Church Council President

Ash Wednesday is March 6th!
The Lenten Season begins March 6th with our Ash Wednesday worship service
at 6:30pm. The service will include the imposition of ashes and celebration of
Holy Communion.
Lenten Worship Schedule:
Lenten Wednesdays: Free-will Offering Meal Served: 5:30-6pm
Worship Service: 6:30pm
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Giving Hearts Day is February 14th!
Our Eastern North Dakota Synod has set a bold goal of raising $60,000
in one day! The dollars raised will be used to creatively respond to timely,
important ministry beyond our mission plan,
Over the past 3 years, our success has grown thanks to many congregations
and individuals who have given generously. This year, we would like to
encourage you to give and to challenge someone else to match that gift! All
money goes to helping the ministries of Eastern North Dakota Synod.
Mark your calendar and plan to make a gift on February 14th at
www.givingheartsday.org. You may also mail donations to: Eastern North
Dakota Synod, PO Box 2019, Fargo, ND 58107. * Please make sure GHD
2019 is in the memo line.

Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota Celebrating 100 Years
This February 24th marks 100 years of Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota, the social ministry of
the Lutheran church in North Dakota! How amazing it is to be able to celebrate our shared mission of
providing healing, help and hope to our neighbors for a whole century.
For generations, Lutherans have gathered together to unite with and rally around what is today known
as Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota.
We are filled with gratitude, admiration and respect for our “faith
ancestors,” who took things into their own hands to accompany their
neighbors in need of care.
Let’s honor these people, reflect on their good works and celebrate our
continued work to fulfill their vision and faith.

Abound Counseling
Faith Lutheran is a remote site for Abound Counseling. We now have 3 counselors available. Emily
Jones and Hannah Ritteman are here on Tuesdays and Kelly Sisson is here on Wednesdays. They
are also available for telehealth calls if you are unable to meet with them in person. To schedule an
appointment you must call 1-800-985-7942. To learn more about Abound Counseling visit lssnd.org.

Thank Your from Red Willow Bible Camp
Dear Faith Lutheran Congregation:
On behalf of the staff and campers of Red Willow I would like to thank you for the recent donation of
$274.03 given to Red Willow Bible Camp. Your financial support is a wonderful expression of support for
our mission and ministry. Due to congregations and groups such as yours, we are able
to keep the cost down for campers and provide resources for our staff to do ministry.
Through partnerships with our congregations, we all make a difference in the lives of
those who come to camp.
Peace,
Rick Frederick, Execute Director
Note: This is the offering that was so generously given at the Christmas Program.
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WELCA News
WELCA met January 9, 2019. We set the date to clean the kitchen as January 15.
The brunch for the annual meeting, January 20, was planned. We will make the egg
bakes on Saturday, January 19th. Along with the egg bake we will serve fruit cups
and muffins. January’s Service and Care group will furnish the muffins and serve
the brunch. Cheryl will make a dairy free/gluten free egg bake.
We will be collecting Thank Offerings in February. Sunday, February 24th, will be
the designated Bold Women/Thank Offering Sunday.
In March we will be making school bags for Lutheran World Relief. Several of the
quilters will be helping. Anyone else who would like to help is very welcome to lend a
hand by coming that day or working from home. WELCA will furnish pizza for lunch.
The date for this is Thursday, March 14 at 9:30am. Contact Cheryl for more
information.
We also took down the Christmas decorations and put them away.
Our next meeting will be Monday, February 11, 2019 at 3pm.
God’s Peace,
Cheryl Foell, President

Thrivent Financial Choice Dollars ®
The Thrivent Choice program helps members of Thrivent Financial make a positive impact in their
communities. Thrivent Financial members remember to designate where you would like your 2018
Choice Dollars to go. The 2018 Choice Dollars expire on March 31, 2019. Don’t let your Choice Dollars
expire. Thrivent Financial members go to thrivent.com/thriventchoice to make your choices for your
Choice Dollars.
Thank you to the Thrivent Financial members who designate
their Choice Dollars ® to Faith Lutheran. The contributions do
make an impact.
A reminder that each Thrivent member who has a policy has access to two $250 Thrivent Action cards a
year. When a charitable activity is approved, volunteers can use the cards to purchase supplies for a wide
range of events. The three categories are: fundraisers, service projects and educational projects.
Members of our congregation have applied for and received cards that have been used for purchasing the
following: school supplies, fleece for making blankets for Project Ignite Light, pajamas for Project Ignite
Light, groceries for the Fall Festival, and for health kits for Lutheran World Relief to name a few.

Summer Feeding Program
The summer feeding program is designed to serve lunch to any children up to 18 years old who may otherwise not have a noon meal during the summer months when school is out. This is a free program. In the
summers past the meals were provided by the Great Plains Food Bank. This year options are being
discussed to enhance this program. It has been narrowed down to the following three options: 1. Serve
hot meals at a central location. 2. Prepare sandwiches/sack lunches and serve at a central site. 3. Prepare
sandwiches/sack lunches and deliver daily at 3 sites.
Thank you to Elise Miller and Scott Johnson for serving on this committee and to those who volunteer
during the school year to deliver the bags of foo for children needing them.
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Winter Show is March 4-10!
Winter Show will be here soon! The sign up sheets for workers will be out on
February 20th. This fundraiser would not take place without volunteers!
As always, we appreciate your monetary donations to help with the purchase of all
the products and supplies needed to run the booth. If you would like to support the
booth with a monetary donation, donation envelopes to help support the Winter
Show booth are available at church. Thanks for helping make this fundraiser a
success!

Mission Team News
Thank you to everyone who donated 2-piece pajamas for Project Ignite Light
in January. Your donations are appreciated!
We will have a fleece blanket-tying event on Sunday, February 10th. We will tie the blankets around
10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is welcome to bring fleece that they purchased (2 coordinating
pieces 1 ½ yards each) or help tie the donated fleece we will have on hand. We are asking that you bring
any fleece you purchase to Faith by Wednesday, February 6th so it can be pre-cut before Sunday’s
tying event. Nancy Sorensen has fleece she has purchased available for tying blankets also. If you would
like to make a monetary donation toward that fleece, we are asking for a $25 donation. Everyone is
encouraged to stay and join in the fun.
Project Ignite Light provides children important items needed when they are examined by their Local
Advocacy Center or Hospital for physical abuse, sexual abuse or neglect. Project Ignite Light equips each
child with a “Bag of Hope”. Each “Bag of Hope” includes: Fleece Tie Blanket, Pajamas/Socks/Underwear,
2-in-1 Shampoo/Conditioner, Toothbrush/Toothpaste, Fruit Snacks/Water Bottle, Flashlight, Book: “You
Ae Special” by Max Lucado, Zipper Tote Bag to hold all their new items. For more information about
Project Ignite Light or to make a monetary donation, go to their website, www.projectignitelight.org.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, February 5th at 5:30pm.

Faith Lunch Bunch
The Faith Lunch Bunch meets Monday, February 18th, 11:30am at Pizza
Ranch to enjoy lunch and conversation. Each person does buy their own lunch.
Everyone is welcome to come enjoy the time together when you are able.

Hi-Liner Pantry Program
The Hi-Liner Pantry at Valley City High School has a room for the Hi-Liner Pantry supplies and the
pantry open is 10am-4pm on M-W-F and the 2nd Monday of each month from 6-8 pm. Thirty one kids
utilize the pantry every week with referrals from teachers, counselors or even self-referrals.
The Hi-Liner Pantry continues their “One a Month” project for donation items for the
pantry. The item for February needed for the “one a month” project is: Soups and
Pastas. If you are interested in helping this mission please provide the item in the
box at the front of the church. We are thankful to all who brought items in January.
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS: 1. Madisen
Anderson, Rylee Gray, LaVonne Lee; 2. Jeff
Bolstad, Dan Pullen, Samantha Sayler,
Don Schlotman; 3. Leighton Smith, Paul
Vangerud; 4. Samantha Schlotman, Dave
Smith, John Stearns, Ryan Thomsen; 6. Terry Pollock;
7. Brian Larson; 8. Peggy Aarseth, Sarah Auka; 9. Chloe
Hatten, Bonnie Kramer, Carol Smith; 10. Auston Jewett,
Cardar Jewett, Darci Jewett, Jeff Johnson, John
Johnson, Josh Tulp; 11. Matt Brandvold, Cole Brockopp,
Lux Nielsen, Jasmine Roberts, Traeson Sorola;
14. Wilbert Korinta, Kaelyn Welken; 15. Ryan Nelson;
16. Tiffany Greenley, Lyn Grieve, Emma Tichy;
17. Dylan Jewett, Patty Lloyd, Janet Thornton; 18. Jody
Johnson, Diane Korf, Margie Lima Gary Wieck;
19. James Thornton, Abby Wilmes, Alyssa Wilmes;
20. Ashley Frieze, Nickolai Holm; 21. Dixie Tompt;
22. Sheri Lutjens; 23. Troy Miller, Ron Peterson, Leah
Thoreson; 24. Karen Burchill, Chuck Shape; 25. Jonas
Hanse, Amanda Nielsen; 26. Wanda Auka, Brittany
Beedle, Brenda Bong, Caleb Hanse, Janie Mehus, Paula
Thomsen; 27. Allison Anderson, Jill Berg-Foss, Scott
Wilmes, Jessi Winter, Brian Yanish; 28. Gage Thompson.
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES: 2. Kurt & Bonnie
Kramer; 4. W.E. & Lila Rohwedder; 7. Mike & Loree
Morehouse, Gilbert & Shelly Rodriguez; 9. Tim & Nancy
Ost; 10. Terry & Sandi Pollock; 13. Dave & Vicki
Pedersen; 18. Ray & Wanda Haugen, Ryan & Erin
Metcalf; 27. O’Neil & Jan Oppegaard.

January Transitions in Our Parish.
DEATHS: Our sympathies to the family & friends of
Chase Jenison. Chase died January 17th. His funeral
was held Monday, January 21st with Pastor Jolene
officiating.
Our sympathies to the family & friends of Lillian
Schlotman. Lillian died January 24th. Her service &
burial will be in the spring.
Please keep these families in your prayers.

February Service & Care
**Shawn & Stephanie Mayfield
Scott & Deb Beilke
Rob & Amanda Boock
Rick & Audrey Bredeson
Bruce & Jill Burns
Ashley Frieze
Elizabeth Frieze
Mark & Patty Lloyd
Dan & Leah McGough
Jasen & Kathy McGough
Brad & Megan McKay
Jeremy & Stephanie Ness
Nick & Amanda Nielsen
Steve & Karolee Ondracek
Dave & Vicki Pedersen
Cheryl Storhoff
Warren & Brenda Ventsch
Thank you for serving!

January Attendance
January 6
144
January 13
190
January 16 (Wed)
41
January 20
149
January 23 (Wed)
34
January 27
116
January 30 (no service)

Offering
January

$20,652.00

Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$20,458.10

Noisy Offering
We will receive a noisy offering on the third Sunday of each month. The noisy
offering on February 17th will go to Lutheran Social Services. Your loose change and
dollar bills do make a difference.
Thank you.
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February 3rd—Souper Bowl of Caring
More than 29 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple
prayer from a single youth group: “Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl
football game, help us e mindful of those without a bow of soup to eat.” Since
that day, more than $143 million has been raised for local charities across
the country through Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a powerful
movement that is transforming the time around the Big Game into the nation’s largest celebration of
giving and caring.
Our youth will be collecting monetary donations after the worship service as a part of Souper Bowl
of Caring. The money collected will go to the Great Plains Food Bank. Thank you for caring about
hungry families in our community.

January Memorials and Honorariums
In memory of Barb Brand given by Mike Brand, Matt & Casey Brand & family,
Andrea & Wade Haugen & family (Proclaim - February 10); by Arlene Larson
(Proclaim - January 27).
In memory of LaVancha Jansen given by Paulette Everson (Building Fund).
In memory of Chase Jenison given by Mary Ann Anderson ((Capital Appeal); by Junette
Christianson (Undesignated); by Dennis Hoye & Linda Lane (Undesignated); by Mary Johnson
(Foundation); by Joe & Martee Lunde (Youth Group); by Doug & Leona McPherson (General Fund);
by Jack & Val Moritz (Building Fund); by Julie Moritz (Undesignated); by Larry & Connie Pederson
(Foundation); by Arlene Rasmussen ((Undesignated); by W.E. & Lila Rohwedder (Foundation);
by Robert & Mary Thompson (Undesignated); by Tyler & Angela Van Bruggen (Building Fund).
In memory of Mack & Gladys Jewett given by their grandchildren (Proclaim - February 17).
In memory of Millie Justesen given by Junette Christianson (Solar Panels).
In memory of Doug Larson given by Mike Brand, Matt & Casey Brand & family, Andrea & Wade
Haugen & family (Proclaim - February 10); by Arlene Larson (Proclaim - January 27).
In memory of JoAndrea Larson given by Brenda Olson, a family friend (Proclaim - February 24).
In memory of John Stearns given by Junette Christianson (Solar Panels); by Paulette Everson
(Building Fund).

Baby Shower for Harper Sommerfeld
A baby shower for Harper Sommerfeld, daughter of Anthony & Mara Sommerfeld and
granddaughter of Gary & Diane Sommerfeld, will be Saturday, March 2nd at 10:30am at
Faith Lutheran. Harper was born on November 11, 2018. Come and meet this precious
bundle of joy. They are registered at Target if you would like to see their registry.

FEBRUARY TEAM MEETINGS
Altar Guild—Meets Wed, Feb 13th
at 10:30am

Men’s Group—Meets Sat, Feb 16th at 7:30am
Mission Team—Meets Tue, Feb 5th at 5:30pm

Council—Meets Sun, Feb 10th
at 10:30am

March Service & Care— Meets Sun, Feb 17th
at 10:00am

FLC Staff—Meets Wed, Feb 6th at 12:05pm
& Tue, Feb 19th at 4:15pm

WELCA—Meets Mon, Feb 11th at 3pm
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Sunday School News
Sunday School families are invited to participate in a service project on February 10th during
the
Sunday School hour. We will join the Mission Team to help tie fleece blankets for Project
Ignite Light. You are welcome to bring fleece that you have purchased (2 coordinating pieces
- 1 ½ yards each) or help tie the donated fleece we will have on hand. This is a great family
event! The Preschool/Kindergarten class will have a separate service project to work on.

Faith Kids Club Schedule
We welcome all 4th-6th graders to come to our Wednesday afterschool program. Kids Club meets
Wednesdays, 3:15-5pm at Faith. The children are picked up with the church van from Washington School
and parents pick them up from Faith. Wendi Wilmes leads Faith Kids Club.
Schedule for February:
February 6th NO KIDS CLUB
February 13th at Faith
February 20th at Legacy Place

Pictured: Crafting with the residents at Legacy Place
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H2H Head to Heart Confirmation News!
Select your mentors before Lent begins. This is to be an active church member
that will be here the Wednesdays of Lent. You will meet before or after the
Lenten worship service. Choose someone you respect that you would like know
better; do not chose a relative.
Regular Wednesday Schedule:
5:30-6 pm Meal
6:30 pm Worship

7:30-8 pm Small Group

Feb 6: Small Group night
Feb 13: Teaching of Jesus
Feb 20: Miracles
Feb 27: Last Commandment and/or Great Commission
March 6: Ash Wednesday Service. We will celebrate Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes at this
service. Lent is a time to recommit to God and the path of Christ. We will have our usual Lenten meal of
soup and sandwiches served 5:30-6pm followed by the Lenten service at 6:30pm.

Attention: Jr/Sr High Youth and Parents

Winter Show is coming quickly! There will be a meeting on February
20th at 6pm for all parents and students in grades 7-12. It will be
brief and we will have signup sheets for working available that day.
All youth 7th-12th grade are encouraged to help. Our H2H youth and their parents are
expected to help with at least one shift. This is your biggest youth fundraiser of the year
so it is important that both the youth and parents sign up to help. Check your schedules to
see when you are available March 4-10 to help.

Junior and Senior High Youth Events

Every Monday please come join fellow peers at Senior High Lunch at Our Savior’s at 12:10!
We have great food and time for fellowship together!
Sunday, February 10th is Faith
Lutheran Super Bowl Night!
Please come to the church around
5pm for some super fun tailgating
games and for some yummy food.
After that, we will watch the movie
“Greater”. It is a great
movie that talks about determination in the face of
staggering odds! Hope to
see you there!
Pictured: The youth who attended the
Fargo Force Hockey Game
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“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5
E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pr. Jolene’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Nancy’s E-Mail: knute71@msn.com
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: amy.j.johnson95@gmail.com
Wendi’s E-Mail: wendi.wilmes@gmail.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse
Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz
Treasurer: Amy Johnson
Children & Family Ministries Coordinator:
Amy Johnson
Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Wendi Wilmes

Organist/Worship Coordinator: Cyndi Hill

Worship Team Coordinator: Nancy Knutson
Custodians: Mark & Sandy Brandvold
Church Office:

(701) 845-4390

Fax Number:

(701) 845-5887

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Council President: Tyler Van Bruggen
Council: Paulette Everson, Linda Lane,
Val Moritz, Mike Nix, Karla Ranisate,
Scott Stanford, Cindy, Waagen, Jeremy Wiebe

