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Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program
Please come check out the Christmas program, An Emoji Christmas!
The kids are excited to help us see the real Christmas. The program
will be Sunday, December 15th, at 10:45am. We will have our
annual potluck dinner after the program at approximately 11:45am.
Bring a dish to share, come join in fellowship together. Please note we
will have our regular Sunday Worship Service w/Holy Communion at
9:30am.

Christmas Eve Worship Services
The Christmas Eve Worship Service will be at
3pm and 5pm on December 24th. These special
candlelight services include special music, favorite
hymns, a meaningful message and Holy Communion.
Let’s rejoice in the Good News of Jesus Christ together!

Third Graders Receive their Bibles

November 17th our 3rd graders received their Bibles and a blessing during the
worship service. God bless these young people as they read God’s Word and grow
in their faith.
Pictured: (l-r) Grady, Tonya & John Samuelson; Gavin, Halle, Brian & Georgia
Welken; Joey Sayler, Natalie & Clint Meyer; Teagan & Laura Klevgaard;
Traeson Sorola & Dani Sorensen; Aaliyah & Ryan Torbenson. Not pictured:
Blake Jewett and Ryder Yanish.

We yearn for light. As most plants need light to grow, we need light to
function well. Joan Chittister writes, “Psychologists tell us that one of the
most difficult conditions a person can be forced to bear is light deprivation.
Darkness, in fact, is often used in military captivity or penal institutions to break down
an individual’s sense of self. Once a person becomes disoriented, once they lose a sense of
where they are, and what it is that lurks in the dark around them, or where the next
crevasse or wall or attack may be coming from—once they can no longer feel in control of
their physical surroundings—a person loses a sense of self. It can drive them to madness.
It is, every military knows, an effective technique. Nothing does more than darkness to
isolate us from the sense of human support and understanding which, whether we’re
commonly conscious of it or not, is the human being’s main source of self-definition”.
(Between the Dark and the Daylight, 2015, p. 17-18)

Is it any wonder that Jesus said, “I am the light of the world! Whoever follows me will
have the light of life”. Is it any wonder that God calls his people to gather to worship, to
be renewed in relationship with God and one another? Christ gives his life and light to us
that we may light up the world. To shine in the dark places with compassion and love.
To reveal what others want to keep hidden: greed posing as good, knowledge lacking in
wisdom, those who are suffering. To be a sign of God’s persistent love, the revelation of
Christ, lighting up the night.
Advent is a special time of hope and anticipation, preparing our hearts to have room for
Jesus, the celebration of his birth in history and His arrival (advent) in our daily lives.
It can be a time of anxiety as well, preparing special meals, buying gifts, decorating,
sending cards. Determine to carve out some time every day to bathe in the light of
Christ, to center yourself on Christ’s peace.
Our Sunday morning theme in Advent and Christmas is “The Way of Peace”. I love to
open Christmas letters that arrive in our mailbox or inbox in December. It is a way to
stay connected to people we care about. We open the Prophets’ mail this Advent to hear
about the gifts God brings to God’s people.
Dec 1: Jeremiah 33: Letters of Promise, the Messiah is coming
Dec 8: Isaiah 40: Letters of Comfort, a promised return home from Exile
Dec 15: Ezra 1 & 3: Letters of Hope, the rebuilding of the temple, putting God at the
Center of people’s lives. (And our Children’s Christmas program which is delightful and
hopeful!)
Dec 22: Luke 1: Zechariah’s Song: Letters of Joy breaking into Song
Dec 24 and 29: Luke 2: The birth of the Christ child makes all creation repeat the
sounding joy!
Make weekly worship and daily prayer/reflection a priority. Invite a neighbor or
co-worker to join you for worship. Come as a family to connect to God and one another.
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God created our hearts for worship. Christ has won our hearts that we would gather to
praise God, to give thanks. We don’t worship in order to win God’s favor. We don’t worship
to recruit new members. We don’t worship God to lower our blood pressure. Worship itself
is the goal. As poet Susan Cherwien declares:
O Morningstar, we come together for one purpose only,
Gratitude is what we express.
Gratitude for life, for the good earth,
for water, for stars, for eagles,
for love, for birth.
You have won our hearts to serve you only.
There is no “in order to” other than praise to God
Most Glorious
Most Bright!”
(printed in From Glory into Glory: Reflections for Worship, 2009, p. 101).

May Christ be your Light,
Pastor Jolene

ELCA Good Gifts—Advent Tree Ornaments
God is calling us into the world together. With generous, loving hands, our actions reflect God’s love
in our homes and community and around the world. Consider selecting an ornament from our ELCA
Good Gifts Advent tree. Your donations support long-term sustainable solutions that ensure that
these good gifts last for more than a couple days or weeks.
There is an assortment of Good Gifts to choose from. You can purchase ten baby chicks for $10 that at
just months old begin laying eggs, which makes nutritious meals for families who are hungry and
often allows a family to start a small business by selling them for additional income. Purchase a goat
for $50. Goats can adapt well to harsh climates and provide fresh milk for daily nutrition for children
and their families. A popular gift is $12 for a Bible to share the message of God’s love. A few of
the new gifts this year are $20 for manure, $50 for seeds and gardening tools and a Sunday School
start-up kit for $65.
Your gifts support work in 77 countries. Your donation will be used where needed most within the
wider category of each gift you select. This allows our church to stay adaptive, flexible and effective in
the work that we do. Because we seek to honor your generosity and keep administrative costs low, we
do not track individual financial gifts to specific families or locations in the U.S. or abroad.
Choose your gift, then go online to ELCA.org/goodgifts or call 800-638-3522 or mail an order form to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, PO Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009. If your gift is in
honor of a friend or loved one, you can request a FREE
printed card for each of your gifts. Please allow 3-4 weeks
for delivery to your home. Give online and personalize
FREE cards to mail, email, or print at home. Please allow 2
-3 weeks for delivery of cards via U.S. mail. Thank you for
making an impact on the needs of our church and the world.
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Advent. The season of Waiting, Preparing,
and last but not least, Welcoming.
Have you ever been told that “someone special” is coming to visit? There is an initial feeling of
excitement and eager anticipation of their coming. Then we begin to prepare for their arrival and
after everything is ready (hopefully after anyway), we are ready to welcome them into our home. The
season of Advent is a lot like that.
Waiting can be one of the most difficult things we have to do. It is something we cannot escape and
will have to deal with throughout our entire lives. I watch my children eagerly wait for their birthday
or upcoming holiday. They also wait for a visit from Grandma and Grandpa or a sleepover with
friends. In high school, kids wait for the next ball game, prom, or graduation. Young adults wait for
things like the next paycheck, a night out without deciding what to make for supper, or a peaceful
evening alone without the kids. More seasoned adults find themselves waiting for a visit from their
children or grandchildren, good news from a doctor, quilting time at church, a card game at the
senior center, or a chance to catch up with a friend over a cup of coffee. No matter what, we always
find ourselves waiting. Part of the advent season is about waiting in eager anticipation of the coming
of Christ Jesus. We are to be excited about this good news. It is difficult to wait, but we must.
Imagine Mary, the mother of Jesus waiting all those months while carrying the Christ child. Waiting
can be filled with many emotions, from joy and pride to nervousness and fear. I’m certain Mary
experienced all of those and many more.
At some point during that time of waiting for the “someone special” to come, we switch into
preparation mode. Is the house clean? What will we serve for food? Will their sleeping
accommodations be good enough? I find it ironic that the waiting period can be stressful because
you feel that the time for this visit from “someone special” will never come. However, the preparation
period can be stressful because this “someone special” might come before you’re ready. When I think
of the nativity and preparation, I think about Joseph. Imagine what he was thinking. My wife is
about to have a baby. Not just any baby, the son of God. We are on the road far away from home with
no place to stay. I am not prepared for this. The preparation part of advent is not supposed to be
stressful. Many of us feel stressed like Joseph. If we are, we miss the point. Advent should be a time
to prepare your mind and soul by relaxing, hoping, and praying. If we don’t take the necessary time
to prepare, we will miss out on God’s greatest gift. If you are stressed out by the time Christmas Day
comes and ready for it to be over, you’re going about it all wrong.
After waiting and preparing for that “someone special” we can’t forget the most important part,
welcoming them in. You don’t spend all that time waiting and preparing just to be preoccupied
with something else or be in another place when your guest arrives. You want to focus your attention
on them and enjoy your time together. Remember how important you each are to one another’s lives.
It should be no different with the welcoming portion of Advent. Sometimes we have the best of intentions (throughout advent) of eagerly waiting, spiritually preparing and then when Christmas comes,
we forget to welcome Jesus in. We often get so caught up in the lights, decorations, family, Santa,
presents, lutefisk and eggnog, that when it’s all over, we realize that we forgot to welcome the guest
of honor. Jesus. You then tell yourself things like, next year I’m going to relax and enjoy Christmas
more. Well, you’ll have 337-343 days to figure that out before Advent begins again. Try doing it right
and welcoming Jesus into your Christmas this year.
Faith Lutheran Church is a special place. Many of you have called it home for your entire life.
Some of us have come to find it as home later in life. Some of you might still be building on that
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relationship with the Faith Lutheran Church Family. No matter what stage you are in with your
relationship with Faith Lutheran Church, I’m thankful for YOU this Thanksgiving, Advent, and
Christmas season. Our family considers you family and we want to wish you and yours a Merry
Christmas. Hopefully one that can be filled with welcoming Jesus into your lives.
Your Brother in Christ,
Tyler Van Bruggen
Council President

Community Thanksgiving Baskets Thank You
Another successful
Thanksgiving Basket mission
has been completed! This
yearly mission is a group
effort of Faith Lutheran,
Our Savior’s Lutheran and
Trinity Lutheran Churches.
We were able to help 128
families this year have a
happy Thanksgiving with the
gift of a basket. There were
44 deliveries and 84 pickups.

Thank you to those who gave a monetary
donation to help purchase the items in the
Baskets. Thank you to Leevers North and
Leevers South for ordering and delivering
the food. Thank you to everyone who helped
pack the baskets and deliver the boxes. We
couldn’t do this without all your helping
hands! We had 44 adults and youth help
with the boxes. Thank you Julie Moritz for
sending the letters, taking phone calls and
organizing the lists. We appreciate all of
your hard work.
God’s Blessings.

Noisy Offering
We will receive a noisy offering on Sunday, December 15th. The December noisy offering will be
for the Barnes County Food Pantry. The noisy offering received on November 17th for the Mission
Christmas Fund was $183.69 Your loose change and dollar bills continue to make a difference!
Thank you!
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WELCA News
WELCA met on November 11 to go over the results of the Fall Festival. We voted to give the
same amounts of monies to the following organizations and agencies, which have been the
recipients in years past:
Faith Lutheran Kids Club
Abused Persons Outreach Center
City County Health
Haiti Medical Mission
Oak Grove High School
Lutheran Social Services
Faith Lutheran Emergency Fund
Project Ignite Light
CHI Health at Home
Lutheran Campus Ministry
Sheyenne Care Center
Hope Manor
Faith Staff Christmas Thank yous

Hospice of the Red River Valley
Barnes County Food Pantry
Salvation Army
ND Prison Ministry
Red Willow Bible Camp
LSS/Luther Hall
Perry Center
Faith Foundation—Bridges Backpack
Faith Lutheran Missions - Angel Tree
Sacrifice of Praise of VCSU
Wesley Acres—Special Needs Camp
Faith Lutheran Capital Campaign Fund

We want to reiterate our gratitude to all who helped make these gifts possible.
Another discussion we have been having lately is the topic of our dishes. Since those of us who serve
funerals are getting older, but the dishes are not getting any lighter, we have talked about getting Corelle
dishes, which are light weight and attractive. The day after our November meeting, Cindy Hovland was
on her computer and found a website that was having a one day sale. After a flurry of discussion via text
messages and phone calls, we had a unanimous vote to go ahead and order 300 place settings. This was a
leap of faith on our part as we were using our reserve funds, having just voted to give all proceeds from
the Fall Festival to the above list. Our treasury is now the lowest that it has been in years. So, we will
be putting a basket out for donations during the annual meeting brunch where WELCA will be providing
the egg bake and the January service and care group will be serving. Each place setting cost $7.88,
which is unbelievably reasonable. If anyone would like to pay for a place setting or two, you are invited
to put a donation in the brunch basket or, if you wish, you can drop it off at the church office stipulating
that it is for the new Corelle dishware. If writing a check, please make it payable to WELCA. Thank you
in advance for your support. I should add that each place setting consists of a dinner plate, salad/
luncheon plate, soup bowl and a cup. Being the thrifty shoppers that we are, three of us placed orders to
keep each order under $1,000 and thus getting free shipping, which amounted to a significant savings. ☺
Our next meeting will be Monday, December 2 at 3pm. After our meeting we will be decorating the
church for the Advent and Christmas Season.
Peace,
Cheryl Foell, WELCA President

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Spread some Christmas cheer and ring the bell for the Salvation Army! Faith
Lutheran will be ringing the Salvation Army bells on Wednesday, December
4th at Leevers North, 10am-6pm and Leevers South, 10am-6pm. Sign up
for 1 hour shifts. The sign up sheet is on the table in the gathering area.
Bells ringers are needed for shifts Monday-Saturday, through December 23rd,
10am-6pm and 12-4pm on December 24th, at Leevers North, Leevers South and
Petro Serve USA. To volunteer as a bell ringer please contact Tim Kadrmas—
490-1044.
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Mission Team News
The Angel Tree Ministry supports children in our area who have a parent that is
incarcerated by sending them 2 Christmas gifts, one of clothing and one of
toys-entertainment. Angels will still be available at the church on Sunday, December
3rd. Gifts need to be purchased, wrapped, and returned to the church by
Sunday, December 8th so they can be shipped to the families in time for Christmas.
Please consider taking an Angel tag for one of the 28 children our congregation supports. If you are not
interested in shopping, but would like to support the cause, please consider donations to help pay for
shipping costs for the Angel gifts or to provide Christmas gifts to other families needing hope in our
community. Any donation can be dropped off with Julie in the church office or placed in the offering plate.
Future mission collections include 2-piece PJs, sweatpants or warm leggings
and long sleeved shirts and fleece to make blankets for Project Ignite Light
in January and February. Please keep an eye out for holiday sales to
support this great charity. Fleece blankets should be made with 2 pieces of
fleece, 1 1/2 yards each. We are also planning another blanket-tying event
probably in February.
We want to remind you about our “Mission Christmas” Fund. All Sundays, loose change in the offering is
given toward the Mission Christmas (for those in need) Fund. The 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month are
designated dollar Sundays, and all loose dollars go into this fund. In December the Mission Team
purchases gift cards from local businesses to brighten Christmas for families in our congregation and
community that are in need. This mission has a quiet, but powerful impact but we need your help to
continue. Please consider supporting this mission with your pocket change or dollars! You may also give
your donation in one of the donation envelopes in the pews.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, December 3rd at 5:30pm. If you are interested in being a part of
the mission team you are welcome to attend.

Merry and Bright
Stars Christmas Choir

Christmas Poinsettias

Open Door Center’s Merry and
Bright Stars Christmas Choir are
excited to perform their Christmas Concert for the public
here at Faith on Thursday, December 19th at 1pm.
Their free concert will include the traditional Christmas
songs as well as Christmas hymns. The Choir has
been practicing at Faith each week since October.
Fundraising for the choir will include a $15 recorded CD
of the choir, sport t-shirt quilts and silent auction.

We would like 10-15 poinsettias to adorn our
altar on Christmas Eve. If you would like
to purchase a plant for $10 or bring a
poinsettia in honor of or in memory of a
loved one there is a sign up
sheet on the table in the
gathering area. You may
also let Julie in the office
know.
Your loved one’s
name will be listed in the
Christmas Eve Bulletin.

Hi-Liner Pantry Program
The Hi-Liner Pantry Program at Valley City High School has a room for the Hi-Liner Pantry supplies and
the pantry is utilized by the kids every week with referrals from teachers, counselors, or even
self-referrals. The Hi-Liner Pantry continues to do the “One a Month” project for donations items for the
pantry. The December items needed for the “one a month” project is: Pasta and Soup. If you are
interested in helping with this mission please provide the items in the box in the gathering area. We are
thankful to all who brought items in November.
7

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 1. Terri
Dalgliesh, Ilene Hetler, Alaina Rodin, Deloris
Welken; 2. Mary Ann Miller, Ali Rodin,
Joshua Smith; 3. Brady Anderson, Ashley
Horner, Ethan Kapaun, Howard Oppegard;
4. Deloris Johnson, Linda Lane; 6. Joyce Fath, Nikki
Moen, John Samuelson, Georgia Welken; 7. Doug Kratz,
Erika Lutjens, Gary Sommerfeld, Angela Van Bruggen;
8. Larry H. Sayler, Bonnie Schumacher; 10. Dylan
Aarseth, Val Moritz; 11. Gabe Jenison, Jessica Kaiser,
Brenda Klein, Jack Nadeau; 13. Taylor Yanish; 14. Laura
Klevgaard; 16. Lance Jenison; 17. Krista Johnson, Quinn
Jorissen, Dylan Rafferty, Ranetta Starr; 18. Hannah
Ashline, Riley Gerhardt; 19. Rachelle Hovland, Markus
Kratz; 20. Aaliyah Torenson; 21. Joe Martin, Tony
Moritz, W.E. “Windy” Rohwedder; 22. Cale Ludwig; 23.
Tasha Haaland, Ashley McClaflin, Tim Ost, Megan Tichy;
24. Owen Johnson, John Kohler; 26. Marsha Sayler; 28.
Scott Limesand, Randy Reiser; 29. Isaac Hanse, Brandon
Moen, Warren Ventsch; 30. Kayla Holm, Karissa Opatz,
Ben Shape; 31. Elsie Jorissen, Steve Nitschke, John
Tompt.
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 3. Matt & Ali Rodin;
8. William & Heather Smith; 9. Rick & Robin Idland;
10. Lyle & Angi Hansen; 12. Mark & Cyndi Hill;
13. Bruce & Julie Moritz; 16. Troy & Jodi Miller; 21. Ed
& Betty Overby; 22. Don & Kathy Burke; 26. Doug &
Patty Altringer; 31. Ron & LeeAnn Peterson.

November Transitions in Our Parish
DEATHS: Our sympathies to the family and friends of
Sam (Sharon) Pederson. Sam died Tuesday, November
19th. Her memorial service was here at Faith Lutheran
on Wednesday, November 27. Please keep Sam’s family
in your prayers.
Our sympathies to the family and friends of Les
Brandvold. Les died Saturday, November 23. His
funeral was here at Faith Lutheran on Wednesday,
November 27. Please keep Les’ family in your prayers.

November Memorials
In memory of Gary Arneson given by Elaine Walls (Altar
Guild).

Faith Lunch Bunch
The Faith Lunch Bunch WILL NOT meet during the
winter months. Hopefully we will have a mild winter
and spring will come early.
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December Service & Care
*Tyler & Angela Van Bruggen
Mark & Sandy Brandvold
Andy & Samantha Carlson
Mike & Pamela Egan
Matt & Jessica Jenrich
Matt & Courtney Jorissen
Duane & Diana Larson
Corey & Debby Neseth
Gilbert & Shelly Rodriguez
John & Tonya Samuelson
Leighton & Dianne Smith
Gary & Diane Sommerfeld
Scott & Kay Stanford
Mark & Paula Thomsen
James & Janet Thornton
Jarin & Gina Thornton
Scott & Amy Tichy
John & Dixie Tompt
** indicates chair
Thank you for serving!

November Attendance
November 3
November 10
November 13 (Wed)
November 17
November 20 (Wed)
November 24

178
139
40
219
40
171

Offering
January
$20,652.00
February
$14,832.00
March
$17,843.50
April
$20,757.60
May
$14,146.38
June
$16,550.00
July
$16,990.90
August
$12,518.00
September $17,362.00
October
$19,259.17
November $16,364.00
Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$20,458.10

Community Service of Remembrance
Though the holiday season is a joyful time, sadness also fills these days,
especially the death of loved ones. You are invited to join with others who
carry sadness in their hearts. Gather together on Sunday, December 1st for
a 2pm worship service at Epworth United Methodist Church.

48th Annual Community Christmas Eve Dinner
A Christmas gathering for our community for those who will be alone at Christmas
will be at St. Catherine’s Church Dining Hall on December 24th, 5:30-7pm. Good
will offering and desserts are appreciated. Whole turkeys will be roasted. Would
you be willing to give of your time and talent to roast a turkey on Christmas Eve
Day? Turkeys will be provided. 10-15 volunteers are needed. For questions or to
volunteer please call: Mary Hollingshead - 840-2878 or Bernie Nelson - 490-0666.
If you need a ride call 845-0556 from 1-4pm on December 24th. Financial Donations can be mailed
to: St. Catherine Church, Attn: Christmas Eve Dinner, 540 3rd Ave NE, Valley City, ND 58072.
Sorry no deliveries. Remember everyone is welcome to volunteer no matter which church they
attend.

Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 19, 2020
The annual meeting will be held Sunday, January 19th at 10:45am. We will be voting to ratify our
revised Faith Lutheran Church Constitution. We will serve brunch after the annual meeting is
finished. More information will be in the January newsletter.
The annual reports will be available for pick up from the church
on Thursday, January 9th.

2020 Offering Envelopes
The office will be preparing the 2020 offering envelopes for household to pick up. If
you do not use the offering envelopes or would not like to have offering envelopes,
please let the office know as soon as possible. Your contributions are recorded whether
you use an envelope, place a check in the offering plate or give online. If you have any
questions about online giving please ask the office or Amy Johnson, church treasurer.
The envelopes will be available by December 24th so you have them to use on January
5th.

DECEMBER TEAM MEETINGS
Altar Guild—Meets Wed, Dec 11
at 10:30am
Council—Meets Thurs, Dec 5
at 7:00pm
FLC Staff—Meets Tue, Dec 3 at
4:15pm
& Tue, Dec 17 at 4:15pm

Men’s Group—Meets Sat, Dec 14 at 8:00am
Mission Team—Meets Tue, Dec 3 at 5:30pm
January Service & Care— Meets Sun,
Dec 15 at 10:30am in Fireside Room
WELCA—Meets Mon, Dec 2 at 3:00pm
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Sunday School News!

It is going to be a fun and busy December for Sunday School! We are working
hard on getting ready for our Christmas Program, “An Emoji Christmas”!
Our Sunday School Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 15th at
10:45am. Then we will have a potluck meal right after the program here
at church. We will need a little extra time to practice for the program, so
here are the dates and times we will meet:

*Friday, December 6th (4th-6th graders) 3:30-4:45pm.

*Wendi will pick up the kids from Washington School on this day with the van.

*Sunday, December 8th we will all practice after church until 1 2: 30pm.
(*Preschool through 1st grade will be done at 11:45am)

NO Sunday School on December 29th. There will be Sunday School on January 5th.

Advent in a Box

We hope all the families here at Faith are enjoying their Advent in a Box!
There are lots of fun experiments and stories in the box to help us get
excited for Jesus’ birth!

“Family Happy Birthday Jesus Party”

Instead of Sunday School on Sunday, December 22nd we will be offering a
“Family Happy Birthday Jesus Party” after church (during the Sunday
School time). We will be offering some fun Christmas activities, crafts,
and stories to help you celebrate Jesus’ birthday as a family. Hope to see
you there!

Faith Kids Club
We welcome all 4th-6th graders to come to our Wednesday afterschool program! Kids Club
meets Wednesdays from 3:15-5pm here at Faith or once a month we go do a service project
around the community. The children are picked up with the church van from Washington
School and parents pick them up from Faith. Wendi Wilmes will be leading Faith Kids Club.
*December 4 Service project day (more info soon)
*December 11 Early Dismissal Day!
*December 18 Christmas Party at Faith
*December 25 NO KIDS CLUB—Merry Christmas!
*January 1 NO KIDS CLUB—Happy New Year!

Early Dismissal Day
Wednesday, December 11th is the next Early Dismissal Day at Valley City Public Schools.
We are inviting all children kindergarten-6th grade to us for this fun day! If your child is in
Kindergarten-3rd grade, you will be responsible for getting your child to Faith after school. We
will be doing lots of fun Christmas activities with kids from Our Savior’s too! Please watch for
an email soon to tell you the specific details of this fun day! Hope to see you there! Please let
Wendi know if your child will be coming by Monday, December 9th! Thank you!
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Head to Heart Information
We have been learning about who God is and the persistence
of Grace in our lives. We have a lighter month in December
with only one regular worship/class night of December 11.
All students are expected to help bring cheer to our members
and others at the Sheyenne Care Center and assisted living
places. It is a reminder that the church cares for them. Song
is a powerful way to express our faith and lift our spirits.
Wednesday Schedule:
5:30-6pm - Meal
6:30-7:30pm - Worship
7:30-8pm - Small Group
December 4: Small Group Night - Service Project
December 11: Wisdom Literature
December 18: Caroling and Cookies; at 6pm instructions will be given so we can be at
the Sheyenne Care Center, Legacy Place, Rudolph Square and Bridgeview Estates from
6:15-7pm. We will share Christmas songs and visit with our church members and others
in these places of care. It is special to bring a small plate of cookies to our members, so
bring some to share that parents can divide onto plates. We will return to enjoy some
cookies and a time of prayer. We plan to be finished by or before 7:45pm.
Others are VERY welcome to join us! Words to favorite hymns and fun songs are
provided!
December 25 and January 1: Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year, no activities.
Thank you to our Youth and Parents who helped to fill and deliver the Thanksgiving
baskets! This is such a blessing for our community and a way to show Christ’s
compassion.

Celebration of Life Tree

The Youth Ministry of Faith continues our tradition of the “Celebration of Life” tree.
Buy an angel ornament for $5 in memory of or in honor of a loved one to celebrate
their life. Paulette Everson has made the angels. Forms are in the church office and
in the bulletin. Fill it out and return the form and money. Your loved one’s name will
be on the angel on the tree. Names received by December 16th will be listed in the
Christmas Eve bulletin.

Junior and Senior High Youth Event

*Saturday, December 7th we will be offering a Parents Night Out Event here at the church
from 3:30-7pm! Parents, if you need an evening out or an evening to shop and wrap presents,
we are here to help! Our junior and senior high youth will be here with Wendi to lead fun activities,
games, and crafts. We will also serve the children supper and show a fun Christmas movie. Please
let Wendi know if your children will be coming by Monday, December 2nd! The cost is $10 per child
or $25 per family.
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse
Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz

Church Office:

(701) 845-4390

Fax Number:

(701) 845-5887

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Coordinator of Youth Ministry and
Sunday School: Wendi Wilmes
Accompanist/ Worship Coordinator: Cyndi Hill
Custodians: Mark & Sandy Brandvold

Council President: Tyler Van Bruggen
Treasurer: Amy Johnson
Council: Paulette Everson, Linda Lane,
Val Moritz, Mike Nix, Karla Ranisate,
Scott Stanford, Cindy Waagen, Jeremy Wiebe

E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pr. Jolene’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: treasurer@faithlutheranvc.org
Wendi’s E-Mail: wendi.wilmes@gmail.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com

“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

