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“There is still room at the Lord’s table” Luke 14:22

“A Feast of Heaven” by Paul Oman

November 16th was a day of blessing
in our congregation. To be blessed is to
show/reflect Jesus to others. It is not
the prosperity of things, it is the
presence of Christ. God’s invitation to
come was experienced in Paul Oman’s
painting. Jesus gathers all to Him—
what will your response be? Awe?
Worship? Hiding? Peace? There is still
room at the table. So much of life is
uncertain, but God’s promise is sure—to
be with us—Emmanuel—to love you
and give you abundant and eternal life.
So much of what was lost in the fire
cannot be replaced, but this painting
was! It is a beautiful and powerful
reminder of God gathering us in
worship so we may be sent out to reveal
the love of Jesus, to bless others as we
have been blessed. The painting will be
on display at Epworth until it can be
moved to our new building where it will
welcome God’s people into the sanctuary
from the fellowship hall. God is good!
All the time!

Children’s Christmas Program and Potluck
Our Sunday School children preschool-6th grade will be
performing their Christmas program on Sunday, December 21st
at 6:30pm at Epworth United Methodist Church. We will have our
annual potluck supper prior to the program at 5:00pm. Bring
a dish to share, come join in the fellowship and then feel God’s
presence as the children lead a very special Christmas worship
service. If you are out-of-town for Christmas eve, plan to attend
this heart-warming evening service which will also include Holy
Communion.

Christmas Eve Services
Our Christmas Eve worship schedule will include services
at 3pm, 5pm and 7pm. We will celebrate with the congregation
of Epworth and at Epworth UMC. These special candlelight
services include special music, favorite hymns, a meaningful
message and Holy Communion. Along with the fellowship of
family and friends, this has always been a meaningful worship
time for many. Please come join us!

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty one
has done great things for me, and holy is his name.” Luke 1:46-49
Mary’s response to news that will turn her life upside down is to go visit her elderly relative,
Elizabeth, who is also experiencing a miracle pregnancy – a woman barren for decades has a baby
kicking in her womb. This baby, John the Baptizer, leaps for joy inside his mother when Mary
arrives. Mary bursts into song, a prophecy that continues to proclaim what happens when God is
on the scene: the proud are scattered in the thoughts of their hearts, the lowly are lifted up, and
the hungry are filled with good things, the rich sent away empty. Mary’s song reminds us of the
promises of God which are also invitations.
I have long appreciated the image of God as dance partner. God leads, but it is up to us to follow.
I am not a very good dance partner with James – my feet try to lead rather than follow. Sometimes, I wonder if I do the same thing when God invites me to dance. First, do we say, “Yes”?
Can we ask God for the Holy Spirit’s help to respond as Mary does? “Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word”.
There are changes in our congregation – worshipping in a different building; waiting until spring
to build, being more aware of hungry children in our midst and feeding them, desiring to add a
10 hour a week Pastor to our 2015 mission plan/budget, welcoming new people to worship and
learn and serve with us, and more. Maybe there are changes in our personal life. Changes
underway that you cannot predict the end of and you find yourself with a touch of “morning
sickness” too. Will you follow Mary’s lead? Maybe the Holy Spirit has come up on you and is
bringing about some of these changes.
Christmas is remembering the reality that Christ is with us – God came in the flesh to dwell
among us to love us and lead us in God’s ways of life and service. God acts. God tells us that life
on earth can be more like life in heaven, but it requires our response. We can be sure that God is
with us and for us and wants for us to have life. Life in God’s presence, life with one another.
As one preacher wrote, “Mary’s trust in that fact is really all she has. She does not have a
sonogram, or a husband, or an affidavit from the Holy Spirit that says, “The child really is mine.
Now leave the poor girl alone”. All she has is her unreasonable willingness to believe that the
God who has chosen her will be part of whatever happens next – and that is enough to make her
burst into song. She does not wait to see how things will turn out first” (Barbara Brown Taylor).
She sings first. And all the heavenly chorus sings with her. It would be nice to know some more
details, wouldn’t it? The when’s and who’s and how’s. But we trust God is with us. God has acted
in the past and is asking us to join Him in the dance. For the Mighty One has done great things
for you! Holy is his name.
Please consider gifts of life this Christmas. Buy a goat or a pig in honor of someone dear to you.
Check out the ELCA’s hunger program: Good Gifts: www.ELCA.org/goodgifts or call 1-800-6383522. I never know what to give my dad for Christmas and we grew up celebrating “Jesus’
Birthday!” more than opening many presents, so each year my dad looks forward to what
barnyard animal is given in his honor. He tapes up the picture of the pig or goat or share of a cow
on his desk and looks at it every day all year long, praying for that family and knowing that God
used that gift to bless a family in need, a family who can now work toward a better life. These
gifts truly save lives.
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There is so much hunger – spiritual and physical – in our community and in the world. God calls
us to respond in love. To support our church where people hear the Good news of Jesus and
become part of a caring, encouraging place that transforms their life. To support programs that
feed hungry people in Jesus’ name. To be a part of special events in our congregation like “Drawn
to the Word”. Someone came up to Paul after he painted in the morning and said, “Today is the
first time I have known in my heart that I will go to heaven, that Jesus really will accept me.
Hearing the words, “You are Mine” and watching your pain, I could finally picture myself at that
table- God’s table”. Spiritual hunger exists and together we can feed people with the Bread of
Life, Jesus himself, who comes again and again until all have heard the Good News!
Joy and Peace in the Lord,
Pastor Jolene

A Message from our Council President
We again find our congregation excited, hopeful and glad as we begin Advent together.
We are excited that Christmas is near, hopeful our building project begins this spring,
glad to have a Sunday church home at Epworth United Methodist Church.
The Church Building Committee is again gearing up for a second round of bid openings for our new
church. The Building Finance Committee is at work beginning its case statement and preparing its
tasks. Pastor Blair with Kairos (our Consulting Associate) has planted roots for our upcoming building
campaign. The Kairos process is very special. The four pillars of the Kairos approach are to inspire
generosity only after the process Listening, Preparing, Inspiring and Fulfilling take place. The process
will involve 50-75 members as different teams form. Please give consideration to help with this
thought out plan. We plan to not only learn a lot about our church but to fulfill our dreams of building
a church together.
As time passes we sometimes think a year or so is so far away, but it is just the opposite. When we
look back a year travels as fast as a blink of an eye. The final planning and funding of the new church
will all unfold over the next 3 months. Hard work, trust and faith will lead us to a beautiful new home.
I would like to give a special thanks to Tami Kratz, Martee Lunde, Elise Miller and Robin Idland of the
nominating committee. They spend countless hours each year building the leadership of our church.
We all know that normal for our church has become being able to change, adapt and move forward
trusting God has a plan for us. We are a church family that is lucky to have a chance at new
beginnings along with established traditions as our foundation. Please make sure to talk to your
pastors and council as they are listening and moving forward with you. Merry Christmas to each of
you.
Tory

Prayer Team
The prayer team for the Building Committee will meet for a brief prayer time on the first
Sunday of each month in the Epworth conference room at 8:30am prior to worship service.
Everyone is welcome! Please join us! The prayer team is lead by Linda Lane.
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Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting (unapproved)
November 13, 2014
The Faith Lutheran Church Council met at Faith on the Hill on Thursday, November 13. Council members
present were: Tory Hart, Mark Brandvold, Brian Yanish, Brenda Bong, Cindy Waagen, Linda Lane, Larry
Sayler, Pastor Jolene, and Stephanie Mayfield. Also in attendance was church treasurer Amy Johnson.
Absent was council member Cheryl Storhoff.
President Tory Hart called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
Pastor Jolene led the Council in a Bible Study written by Bishop Terry Brandt titled: “He is alive in the
Eastern ND Synod.”
Mark moved to approve the Secretary’s Report of minutes from 10-9-14 council meeting. Pastor Jolene
seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Amy Johnson presented the current Treasurer’s Report for review. Cindy moved to approve the treasurer’s
report as recorded. Linda seconded the motion. Motion carried. Amy asked the council whether or not we
can expect to pay property taxes for 2014 on the new land purchased to build our church. Tory said he will
look into the question.
Pastor Jolene gave her monthly report to the council. She mentioned that there is a committee putting
together 90 Thanksgiving Baskets for those in need in our community this year. This is being done as a
partnership with other local churches to fill a need Social Services can no longer take on. Pastor Jolene
discussed meeting with the Nominating Committee in regards to prospective council members. They are
contacting possible candidates and would like to visit with current council members to learn what they
enjoy most about serving on the Church Council. Pastor Jolene also mentioned some goals she has for our
church ministry teams in the next year: she’d like the Evangelism team to work on recruiting weekly
greeters (at the door/in the parking lot) and additional team members; another area of focus would be to
strengthen our worship and music ministry team in planning additional elements to complement our
worship services; and the final suggestion was to work on getting more parents involved in the Youth
Ministry team to provide the needed assistance/guidance for successful events/programs for our youth.
Ministry Reports
 Stewardship/Finance—annual giving cards are coming in projecting an increase in estimated giving for
the upcoming year
 Mission—Operation Christmas Child Boxes are due Nov. 16. The Angel Tree will be starting.
 Mutual Ministry—Pastor Jolene will be completing Staff Evaluations for the year. Brian Yanish
 to sit in on the discussions representing council.
 Children Ministry is actively working on the Christmas program
Old Business
 Review of building committee updates
 General Contractor selection process—rebidding process to begin in late November
 FUI Stain Glass claim Adjustment—estimate is about $85,000-$95,000 due to FLC as the stain glass
windows were in the original settlement a second bid was received as requested by FUI
 Water run off plan/joint with Smith Lumber Co. will be located on southeast corner of our new lot—so
we will lose approximately 9 parking spots that were planned there
 Building Finance Update—FLC has officially hired KAIROS to assist with the capital campaign

Paul Oman painting on canvas service to be held Nov. 16 at joint service with Epworth. Linda made a
motion for payment of $3000 for Paul’s visit from special events, undesignated memorials and the
offering received that day. Brian seconded the motion. Motion carried.
 Jamestown Conference Meeting recap was given by Pastor Jolene and Linda Lane.
 Discussion on the sentencing of Miklas/Lindemann in the arson case.
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New Business
Treasurer Amy Johnson presented a first draft of the 2015 FLC Budget. The council went through it
line by line with Amy and made suggestions. The council will re-evaluate the new budget at next
month’s meeting.
 Window Storage was discussed. Linda motioned to salvage the one panel of Jesus that was in good
shape and any other glass in good condition and dispose of the remaining damaged stained glass.
Brenda seconded the motion. Motion carried.
 The judge recommended that Lindemann attend a Bible study at Faith as part of her sentence if
FLC allows her to participate. Pastor Jolene mentioned that there are a few ladies interested in
mentoring/praying with and conducting a Bible study with Ms. Lindemann.
 As the holidays approach we discussed the need to communicate on special Worship times in advance
with Epworth and our congregation.
 The building committee ruled out including Mission Builders on our new church build at this time.
There was discussion on holding a FLC staff and council Christmas potluck. It is scheduled for
Dec. 7 at noon at FLC.


Next council meeting: Thursday, December 11, 2014 7:00 pm
Meeting Adjourned. The Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully summited,
Stephanie Mayfield

Capital Campaign Update
Our Kairos and Associates consultant, Pastor Blair Anderson, met with a group of about 15-20
people in early November. He went through in more detail what he had presented to our Building
Finance Team during his interview. He established the Biblical basis for the joyful giving of our time,
abilities and resources to the church. More specifically, he laid out the structure and proposed timeline
for our campaign to fill the financial gap in our building plans. He will return in early December for a
meeting with the Executive Team to help us establish a written case for our campaign and assist in
recruiting leaders for the various other teams involved with the process. Please be in prayer for how you
might become involved in the campaign and be open if approached to join one of
the teams. People with passions for event planning, spiritual support, special
worship events and congregational communication will be needed. More
information will become available as we progress into the new year. If you have
any questions, please contact Scott Johnson or Pastor Jolene.

Building Committee Update
The Bid package went out the week of November 23rd with no changes. The Bid opening date is
January 13th. After more investigation and discussion, the building team decided to bid without
Mission Builders or our congregational members assisting. Once the contractor is selected, we will
talk about what work could be done by members to offset the cost. Also engineering for water
runoff was completed by KLJ and is under review. The drainage field reduces our parking lot by
nine spaces and we are seeking an alternative.
We received a second bid for the 3 stained glass windows and will receive a payment from
Farmers Union Insurance for the remaining amount of our insurance claim. Everyone is
encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting which will be held on Sunday, January 25th.
If you have questions feel free to call Keith Hovland at 701-840-9422 or visit with your
Building Committee members: Mark Brandvold, Cheryl Foell, Matt Jorissen, Krista Johnson, Virgil
Kratz, Mike Morehouse, Dean Pederson, and Pastor Jolene.
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WELCA NEWS
Christmas Brunch scheduled at Trinity Lutheran Church
on December 6 at 10:00 a.m.
Again this year we are happy to be sharing our Christmas Brunch with Trinity
Lutheran Church and Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. The Trinity WELCA women are
hosting this year, and we are hoping by next year we can take our turn!
We are looking forward to having a morning of Christmas spirit with devotions by
Pastor JoAnne Moeller, Trinity’s new pastor, a musical program given by Erik
Johnson and Mikey Meester, an offering will be taken for the Bridges Backpack
Program, we will be singing a couple of favorite Christmas hymns, and a delicious
brunch served by the women of Faith, Trinity, and Our Savior’s.
The brunch is open to both men and women. We would love to see lots of our members
attend and all guests are welcome. Bring a friend and enjoy a nice, relaxing morning.

Looking ahead:
At our December 10th WELCA meeting, we will be determining our gift giving for 2014. This is a very
important heartwarming meeting as we decide to whom and where we can share our gifts of money
raised throughout the year.
In January we need to concentrate on our projects for Lutheran World relief as the need is very great.
Then in February we will be celebrating Bold Women’s Day.
Thank you to everyone for all your support this past year. We wish for all of you a very
happy New Year and looking forward to an exciting year at Faith Lutheran Church.
The WELCA Board,
Connie Pederson, Cheryl Foell, Carol Smith, Martee Lunde, Cindy Hovland, JoAndrea Larson, and
Leona McPherson.
Peace,
Connie Pederson, President

December Mission Projects
December is a busy month for the Mission Team. There are 2 projects we
facilitate at this time:
We will be reaching out to several families with our Mission Christmas fund.
This make quite a difference to families in our congregation and community that
need a boost during the holiday season. You can help us with this project by giving a gift of money
earmarked for the Mission Christmas Fund. Don’t forget the first & third Sundays of each month are
designated dollar Sundays, and all loose dollars go into this fund. The loose change in the offering plate
every Sunday also goes to the Mission Christmas Fund.
The 2nd project is the Angel Tree Prison Ministry. This project provides Christmas
gifts to local children who have a parent in prison. Wrapped gifts should be
returned by Sunday, Dec. 7th. The Mission Team will pack and mail the gifts. If
you would like to support Angel Tree, but are not able to purchase a gift, you may also
make a donation to cover the cost of shipping the gifts.
The Mission Team will meet on Tuesday, December 9th at 5:30pm to pack the
Angel Tree gifts and get the Mission Christmas gifts ready.
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Stewardship Corner
Rejoice! Jesus is born in a lowly manger. Angels and shepherds spread the word so long ago. We, too,
need to do our part to spread the word and be in the word. I have three challenges for you this
month.
First, find an advent devotional. I was able to find several online. I downloaded two for myself, one each
from www.desiringgod.org and www.luthersem.edu.
Second, volunteer to ring the bell for the Salvation Army, help at a nursing home, or find some other
organization that needs volunteers. The joy you receive from helping others helps put all those holiday
must dos in perspective. Most of us need to fuss less about finding perfect gifts, parties and all the
commercial trappings of Christmas, and focus more on the perfect gifts of grace, salvation, and
unconditional love from God.
Third, spread the Good News! Wish everyone you see a Merry Christmas. You
will brighten many a tired, stressed person with these two simple words. A smile
and “Jesus loves you,” can never be seen and heard enough. Don’t let the commercial Christmas determine how you spend advent. Be a light for Jesus!
You are the light of the world-like a city on a mountain,
glowing in the night for all to see. Matthew 5:14

Salvation Army Bell Ringing

Operation Christmas Child

Spread some Christmas cheer and ring the bell
for the Salvation Army! Bell ringers are needed for
shifts Mon-Sat, November 28-December 24 from
10am-6pm at Leevers, Marketplace Foods and
ShopKO of Valley City. To volunteer as a bell
ringer please contact Joe Lunde at 840-0908,
Dave Carlsrud at 840-7291,
Lee Isensee at 840-0335 or
Phil Leitner at 490-0597.

We delivered 82 shoeboxes safely to the drop site
and they are on their way to an eagerly awaiting
child to enjoy a special Christmas thanks to
YOU!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Community Service
of Remembrance
Though the holiday season
is a joyful time, sadness also
fills these days, especially the
death of loved ones. You are invited to join with
others who carry sadness in their hearts for a worship service on Sunday, December 7th at 2pm at
Epworth United Methodist Church. We’ll share a
time of prayer, song and remembrance, followed
by refreshments and conversation.
Hosted by the Barnes County Ministerial
Association Lerud-Schuldt Funeral Home
and Oliver-Nathan Funeral Chapel.

Thank you to all who
participated in this
project. Please keep
the children who will
receive these precious
gifts in your prayers.

Poinsettias
This year we will not be placing
poinsettias on the altar in memory
or in honor of your loved ones.
We would love to have fresh flowers
on the altar. You may give a fresh
flower bouquet for the altar anytime throughout
the year in memory or in honor of your loved ones.
Call Julie in the office to let her know when you
would like to give a bouquet of flowers. The
flower bouquets are $30 if we order them or you
may purchase the bouquet on your own and have
it delivered. Thank you for your understanding.
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DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS:
1. Ilene Hetler, Lillian Schlotman,
Deloris Welken; 2. Mary Ann Miller,
Matt Olauson, Joshua Smith, Alison
Sorensen, Broden Dahnke; 3. Brady
Anderson, Ethan Kapaun, Howard
Oppegard; 4. Delores Johnson, Linda Lane; 6. Nicole
Buringrud, Joyce Fath, John Samuelson; 7. Doug Kratz,
Erika Lutjens, Gary Sommerfeld, Ranetta Starr, Angela
Van Bruggen; 8. Larry H. Sayler, Abbee Welken, Erin
Welken; 10. Millie Justesen, Val Moritz; 11. Gabe
Jenison, Brenda Klein, Jack Nadeau, Jessica Shape;
12. Taylor Mayfield; 13. Holly Malheim, Taylor Yanish;
16. Dan Faust, Lance Jenison; 17. Krista Johnson, Dylan
Rafferty, Amanda Starr; 18. Hannah Ashline, Riley
Gerhardt, Merilyn Smith; 19. Rachelle Hovland, Markus
Kratz, Jerry Langemo, Taylor Morehouse, Greg Schulz;
20. Chaya Joersz; 21. Tony Moritz, W.E. Rohwedder;
23. Ashley McClaflin, Tim Ost, Megan Tichy; 26. Charity
Nix, Marsha Sayler; 28. Scott Limesand, Randy Reiser;
29. Lily Hieb, Darcy Holm, Warren Ventch; 30. Karissa
Frieze, Kayla Kapaun, Ben Shape; 31. Carson Joersz,
Steve Nitschke, John Tompt.
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 8. Rodger & Delores
Johnson; 9. Rick & Robin Idland; 12. Mark & Cyndi Hill;
14. Todd & Tammy Heck, Randy & Cari Naeseth;
16. Troy & Jodi Miller; 19. Frank & JoAndrea Larson;
21. Aaron & Stacie Larson; 23. Ty & Katie McCullough;
29. Matt & Randi Butke; 31. Ron & LeeAnn Peterson.
*Note if your birthday or anniversary date is wrong,
please let Julie in the office know so it can be
corrected.

November Memorials & Gifts
In honor of Irene Haugen’s 90th Birthday by Irene
Haugen (Fire Fund), by W.E. & Lila Rohwedder
(Foundation).
In memory of Don and Tim Archambeau given by
Steve & Karen Nitschke (Thanksgiving Basket). In
memory of Tim Archambeau by Steve & Karen Nitschke (Building Fund). In memory of Gene Bredahl (Amy’s
uncle) by Amy & Dean Pederson (Building Fund). In
memory of Fern Georgeson given by O’Neil & Jan
Oppegaard (Proclaim). In memory of Terry Gray by
Jack & Val Moritz (Building Fund), by Jerry & Carol
Moritz (Backpack Program). In memory of Enid Opdahl
given by her family (Quilters and Undesignated).
Thank you! A very special thank you to Troy Miller
and his Confirmation class for choosing us fro their
service project and raking our leaves. It was a big job.
They are awesome young people.
Blessings, “Windy” & Lila Rohwedder
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December Service & Care
**Scott & Amy Tichy
**Tyler & Angela Van Bruggen
Mark & Sandy Brandvold
Matt & Courtney Jorissen
Duane & Diana Larson
Luke & Holly Malheim
John & Tonya Samuelson
Leighton Smith
Gary & Diane Sommerfeld
Scott & Kay Stanford
Mark & Paula Thomsen
John & Dixie Tompt
** indicates chairs
Thank you for serving this month!

November Attendance
November 2
140/47
November 9
149
November 16 (Paul Oman)
369
November 23
129

Offering
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November (Nov 30 not included)

$12,213.00
$15,668.00
$18,358.00
$14,257.00
$20,670.00
$15,151.00
$14.588.00
$15,774.00
$16,596.00
$17,436.00
$23,735.25

Monthly Mission Plan
$18,458.33
We would like to thank everyone for
Tim Archambeau since his first surgery seven
years ago, and for our family when he passed
away. Tim always said that he felt the
prayers. Thank you to all who sent cards and
memorials. A special thank you to Pastor
Jolene for the beautiful, comforting service she
gave for Tim, and to Cyndi Hill for providing
the beautiful music. Also a special thanks to
Cindy Hovland for making the wonderful meal
and to the ladies who served the meal. God
bless you all. The family of Tim Archambeau
Steve and I feel so very blessed to have this
wonderful Faith Lutheran Family.
Love in Christ,
Steve & Karen Nitschke

THANK YOU THANK YOU!!!!
This year’s Thanksgiving Basket event was a HUGE success!!! We had a total of 91 baskets and
we, of course, couldn’t have done it without your help. Your generous donations help so much! There is
such a great need in the Barnes County and City of Valley City areas for baskets and once again you
rose to the occasion and helped make it happen.
Thank you to all that helped organize, fill and deliver the boxes. There were more deliveries than
ever before and it made everyone feel so good to drop off a box to someone.
HUGE THANK YOU to Marketplace Foods and Leevers Foods for their generous help in ordering
and delivering the food!!
Another HUGE THANK YOU to Julie Mikkelsen for all her work on this event. She takes the calls,
sends the letters, and keeps track of things ☺. Can’t do this without her.
Thrivent matched funding for the event and we really appreciate it!!
Great Job Everyone!!!!!!!
Sandy Brandvold

Offering Envelopes
The office will be getting the 2015 offering envelopes ready for households to pick up
soon. If you do not use the offering envelopes or would not like to have offering envelopes,
please let the office know as soon as possible. Your contributions are recorded whether
you use an envelope or place a check in the offering plate. You may also use your on-line
banking to have it automatically sent to the church. Thank you.

Proclaim Radio Program
You may sponsor the Sunday Proclaim Radio Program for $40. There is a sign
up sheet at Faith or you may call the office to sign up. Proclaim is a radio
ministry that we share with Trinity Lutheran. It is broadcast on KOVC Sunday
mornings at 10:30am. If you are unable to attend the worship service Sunday
morning this is a great way to listen to God’s Word proclaimed by Pastor Jolene
or Pastor JoAnne Moeller of Trinity.

TEAM MEETINGS
Altar Guild
Meets Thurs, Dec 11th at 10am

Men’s Group
Meets Sat, Dec 20th at 7:30am

Building Team
Meets Thursdays at 5pm

Mission Team
Meets Tues, Dec 9th at 5:30pm

Children’s Ministry Team
Meets Mon, Dec 15 at 5:15pm

January Service & Care Meeting
Meets Sun, Dec 21st at 10:15am

CIRCLE
Meets Tues, Dec 9th at 9:00am
Council
Meets Thurs, Dec 11th at 7:00pm

Stewardship Committee
Meets Tue, Dec 9th at Noon
WELCA
Meets Wed, Dec 10th at 4:30pm
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Bridges Back Pack Food Program
The Bridges Backpack Program has completed 6 weeks of food deliveries to elementary school kids in
Valley City to help cure their hunger over the weekends. We continue to deliver over 160 packs of food each
week. At our current funding balance, we have enough resources to continue with deliveries in December
and January. Perpetuating our assistance to these hungry kids beyond that will require more donations to
the program. The group is actively soliciting funds from a variety of sources, but the best way for us to
continue our help is from the generous support of concerned individuals. You can sponsor a child for an
entire year for $190, but any amount makes a difference. Donations should be made to the Faith Lutheran
Church Endowment Foundation and can be dropped off with Julie in the office. Thank you!
Please note that March is Faith Lutheran’s turn to unload the Great Plains Food
Bank truck and to sort and deliver the packs of food to the schools. So think about if
you would like to give of your time to help with this worth-while task.

Sunday School Corner
It is hard to believe that December is right around the corner. We have been learning about being
thankful and practicing to be more like Jesus in Sunday School.
The children really enjoyed singing in church on November 16th when Paul Oman was here; we hope
that you enjoyed it, too!
We are wrapping up the season of Pentecost and we will begin the season of Advent in December. We
have begun practicing the songs for the Christmas program and parts for the program have been assigned.
Kellie Schulz is helping us with the program this year, and we are so thankful to have her guidance to make
this the best Christmas program ever! It will be a busy, but rewarding month preparing for the program.
On Sunday, December 7th, we will have Family Worship at 10:30am in place of Sunday School. This
is a worship service that is geared toward children. It will be in the fellowship area at Epworth. Everyone
is invited to attend this service.
We will have a Happy Birthday, Jesus Party for the Sunday School kids ages Pre-K through 3rd
grade on Saturday, December 13th from 1-2:30pm at Epworth. We will have treats, play games, sing
songs, and of course, sing Happy Birthday to Jesus! Please join us!
Our Christmas Program is scheduled for Sunday, December 21st. We will have a potluck
supper from 5-6pm with the program following at 6:30pm. Watch for a postcard in the
mail with the program practice schedule! Thank you to all of our teachers for
teaching the children about God. May you have wonderful Christmas Season!
Blessings,
Jessica Jones, Sunday School Coordinator

Faith Kids Club News!
Faith Kids Club meets Wednesdays from 3:15pm-5pm. Any 4th-6th grader is invited to join us. Pastor
Terry Monson leads this fun group of kids.
Faith Kids Club will be going to Bridgeview on Wednesday, December 10th. They will sing Christmas
carols and visit with the residents at Bridgeview. This is a good time for both the kids and the adults.
Parent will pick up their children from Faith at 5pm.
Wednesday, December 17th is the Kids Club Christmas Party! Please
bring a $5 gift anyone would like to exchange. We will have Christmas goodies
and play games.
Faith Kids Club will not meet December 24th or December 31st.
Please let the office know if your children will not be attending Kids Club
(due to appointments, etc).
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H2H Confirmation News!
7th - 9th Grade Schedule
Wednesday, December 3rd—Large Group at 7pm, Small group time to follow
Wednesday, December 10th—Large Group at 7pm, Small group time to follow
New Testament books of the Bible test!
Wednesday, December 17th—Christmas Cheer, dinner together,
sing at the Care Center and for homebound members.
Wednesday, December 24th—Merry Christmas!
Wednesday, December 31st—No class
Wednesday, January 7th—Large Group at 7pm, Small group time to follow

Christmas Cheer & Party!
ALL YOUTH in 7th-12th grade are invited to help spread some Christmas
Cheer on Wednesday, December 17th, from 6:00pm-8pm. Gather at 6pm
for supper together and bring a $5 gift to pass in a Christmas exchange game.
Please bring a dozen cookies that will be divided into a plate sampler for our
elderly members. We will sing Christmas carols at the SCC and some other
assisted living facilities and return to the church at 8pm. Confirmation
students are required to attend—others, youth and adults are very welcome to
join in the fun!

Sr. High Christmas Party!

30 Hour Famine

The Sr. High Christmas Party is Friday,
December 19th from 6-9pm at the parsonage, 130 Secarse Drive. All 9th-12th Grade
youth are invited. Come celebrate God’s
promises together!
There will be food,
games and gift exchange—bring a $5 gift
anyone would like. We will talk about the
summer 2015 mission trip also! Chicago
here we come!

30 Hour Famine will be held the weekend of
January 17th & 18th. This is for youth 8th
grade and up. Raise money for children in
poverty and have fun
together! Students will
sign up for this event at
the end of December.

Celebration of Life Tree
The Youth Ministry of Faith will have the
“Celebration of Life” tree.
It will be
displayed at Epworth UMC. Buy an angel
ornament for $6 in memory or in honor of a
loved one to celebrate their life. Forms are in
the church office and in the bulletin. Fill it
out and return the form and money. Your
loved one’s name will be on an angel hanging
on a tree in our building. At the end of the
Christmas season, you may take the angel with you. Names
received by December 17th will be listed in the bulletin.
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse
Administrative Assistant: Julie Mikkelsen
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Terry Monson
Sunday School Coordinator: Jessica Jones

Parsonage:

Worship Team Coordinator: Nancy Knutson

Fax Number:

Organist/Worship Team Coordinator: Cyndi Hill

Church Office:

Treasurer: Amy Johnson

(701) 845-4390
(701) 845-5887
(701) 845-9110

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Custodian: Garrett Schnabel
Council President: Tory Hart
Council: Brenda Bong,
Mark Brandvold, Linda Lane,
Stephanie Mayfield, Larry E. Sayler,
Cheryl Storhoff, Cindy Waagen, Brian Yanish

E-Mail Address: faith@ictc.com
Pr. Jolene’s E-Mail: faithpastor@ictc.com
Pr. Terry’s E-Mail: terry_m_58102@yahoo.com
Jessica’s E-Mail: jessica.lynn.jones@vcsu.edu
Nancy’s E-Mail: knute71@msn.com
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail,com

Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

