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10th Annual Back to School Luau!
Our Evangelism Team will hold the 10th Annual Luau meal on Wednesday,
August 26, 5pm-7pm. This has become a great community event to celebrate
the beginning of the school year and will be an important fundraiser for our youth
programming as we begin the new Sunday school and confirmation year.

We will be holding the event outside this year! Pray
for good weather! To prevent the spread of COVID-19
and keep our church family safe, we are making some
changes to how our meal is served. For details see
page 5.
We think this year can be a great event. If you would
like to help by dishing plates the night of the event,
setting up tables and chairs at noon that day and/or
taking down tables and chairs after the event, please
contact the church office at 845-4390 or email:
ffice@faithlutheranvc.org. We need many people’s
help to make this event possible and enjoyable.

Faith
Lutheran

Together We Worship
We have much to look forward to in August! Participate online (live on Facebook
at 9:30 am, say ‘good morning’ in the comments, share a prayer concern or joy;
later via our YouTube channel: vcfaithlutheran) and in person! We have much joy
in person, with precautions for the wellbeing of one another. We will have a
5-week sermon series on the book of Job and God’s presence with us in times of
suffering as we continue in the Narrative Lectionary.

August 2: New Members Received!
August 9: Outdoor Worship, gather in the parking lot. Please
park on the street or across the street if possible. Bring a
chair. Kids will share VBS Bible verses.
August 16: Worship with our Synod! 9 am. Hear Presiding Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton preach and special music from different churches. We will be viewing the
livestream together in the sanctuary or you may watch from the synod’s website.
August 23: Baptisms of Kashton James and Ellie Ann (recorded prior).
August 30: Blessing of children as they start a new school year.

May you be tireless, and may you know what it is to rest well.
Tireless in your love for your neighbor. Ready to heed invitations from the Holy Spirit and follow
where Jesus leads. As Paul writes to the Christians in Rome: “Take your everyday, ordinary life –
your sleeping, eating, going-to-work and walking around life – and place it before God as an
offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for Him. Don’t become so
well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead fix your attention on
God. You’ll be changed from the inside out” (Romans 12:1 The Message)
The time we are living in currently makes us feel tired. There are constant adjustments in order to
keep our neighbor healthy. We all have faced losses – from canceled events to sickness or death of
loved ones. They all take an emotional toll. It is important to encourage one another and support
one another so we don’t fall into a worse situation. The Daily Text for July 28th is 2 Corinthians
4:8: “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair”.
In the Old Testament, people would often place stones as a monument to God, a memorial of God’s
help in deliverance from battle. In the New Testament, the faithfulness of God is shown in ‘living
stones’, in God’s people. It is someone sharing with another, “this is how God was present to me
in my struggle; God will help you, God will carry you through”.
This story comes to mind today as I saw all of Isaac’s blankets spread out on the floor as a “pirate
ship”. A month or so after Isaac’s birth I felt very tired, actually exhausted. I had not ‘bounced
back’ as easily or joyfully as I had after my other births (a decade or more earlier). I was alone
more as everyone was in school, it was too cold to take a newborn for a walk, and I didn’t have
energy for other outings. One day I gathered up all the blankets that the women from our church
had made for Isaac, beautiful and practical signs of their love and care. I took them out to better
organize them and as I saw them all spread out on the bed, I had a feeling of reassurance and I felt
in my weary body this promise of God’s: “You are loved. You are not alone”. The women who
had gone before me made it and I would too. I called a friend and
embraced the tiredness rather than despairing it.
This past Sunday we heard Cyndi and Lyle sing a hymn a seminary classmate of mine wrote a few
years ago, “A Spark out of Water”. One verse declares: “The Light shines out in darkest night –
good news to proclaim. The Spirit will ignite our hearts to share this light; our hands serve as Jesus
would (as) anointed little Christs.
Whatever you are facing today: You can get through this because God is faithful. God will make a
way where it seems there is no way. When you feel overwhelmed or discouraged, tired or futile,
rest in the love of Jesus. Be renewed in the presence of Jesus. New life will come to you in ways
you didn’t expect. Live in the rhythm of Jesus, the crucified and resurrected one. Rise. Love well.
Make room for the seeds which God is planting to grow. You are not alone. You are loved. You
matter.
Christ’s peace be yours,
Pastor Jolene
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A Message from Our Council President
My family recently enjoyed a great week at a lake in Minnesota. The weather was beautiful, the
water was warm and the nightly bonfires were so relaxing.
One of the best features of this week is the opportunity for good conversations and sharing with
family members. During a conversation with our 8-year old granddaughter, I was impressed with
her perspective. We were talking about how unique people are and how everyone has different
strengths. Rylee (our granddaughter) said, “Grandma, I think it would be great if we could switch
eyeballs with other people. I look at you with my eyeballs, but if we traded eyeballs would I see
different things?” I though this was pretty profound for someone her age. This led into discussions
about how we’re all different, but all loved equally by God.
In light of current events, I reflected on the saying, “Out of the mouth of babes.” I was reminded by a
child that we need to look at everyone with a “different” set of eyes. Let’s celebrate our unique traits
and gifts and learn from each other. I pray that all can be more compassionate and supportive of
each other. I pray that we don’t automatically categorize people by the color of their skin or judge an
entire occupation by the action of a few. I pray that we work together to make our world one of peace
and contentment.
Blessings,
Val Moritz,
Council President
A Reflection Tool shared by Pastor Emily Carson
Read Luke 10, 70 disciples sent out
What have I learned in the last 4 months?
When have I felt restoration or contentment?
When have I felt restlessness or uncertainty?
Where and when have I seen God in recent months?

A Prayer for Living Day by Day
When our world is changing day by day, sometimes we worry about the future
Sometimes our plans change
Sometimes we don’t know what will happen later
Sometimes we are disappointed
God, please be near to us when we are disappointed, or worried, or in a time of
change
Help us to live day by day, and to be thankful for what each day brings
Help us not to worry about tomorrow
This is the day that you have made, God, let us be present and joyful today.
Amen.
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Faith Cemetery Update
For some time the board had been working on plan to regrade the ditch to make mowing safer but
the cost was pretty high. A few months ago a voice in my head told me to just stop and talk to the
construction company working on the highway at Hobart Lake. After talking with them they said
this tiny little project would be no problem for them and they agreed to help us out. Since the
cemetery was right in the middle of their work area the cost would very low! To top things off some
very gracious community members were willing to donate the materials to us! I could not help
but think on my drive home that dad had been tugging on God's shirt sleeve that day. Phase one of
our project was completed! Next will be an additional approach, to be completed by the end of this
summer, for a future road surrounding the cemetery to keep vehicles off the road during
internments. We owe a HUGE thank you to Gowan Construction, Tim Logan, and Jarrod Lindeman
without them this would not have been possible!
Justin Foell
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Back to School Luau Serving Details
People will stop at the ticket table, in front of the front doors, then sit at a table with
your family group or people that you are already in close contact with. All seating will
be outside with good spacing between tables. We will have just 6 parking spots in the
parking lot for those with mobility issues and ask everyone else to park in the Leevers lot, on the
street or at St Catherine’s for the Luau. Food will be brought out to your table. Punch and water
will be on each table.
We will have two parking spots reserved near the kitchen doors for to-go meals—curbside pickup—
and would like to serve you that way if you prefer. Simply call when you arrive. Delivery will also
be available for home-bound folks, but you must call ahead by Monday, August 24 at 3pm to
reserve your meal so we can plan our route. Those deliveries will start promptly at 5pm.
We will be heavily relying on our 7-9th grade youth and parents to assist with
this event. Thank you to our outstanding youth and parents!
We will need volunteers to help serve the pulled pork, baked beans, corn on the
cob, salad and watermelon. Two shifts are available 5-6pm and 6-7pm. If you
would like to help serve contact Julie in the office. Thank you for your help!
Each member’s household should have received a letter and 5 tickets in the mail
the last week of July. To make this another successful event, we need everyone to
purchase your tickets or buy them and give to a friend or neighbor. Return the
money from the ticket sales to Julie in the office by Monday, August 17 or bring
the night of the Luau. If you would like more tickets, please contact Julie.

Faith Lutheran Is Now Live-Streaming Worship!
We are so thankful to have our camera system and new computer installed! Our first live-streamed
service was on July 26 and we had several people watching live and many that viewed our service
that morning. We are in need of training several people to run the camera system. If you like
technology and would like to help your church have a strong online ministry, please volunteer to
help. You will receive a one-on-one training.
We also would like to have a few more people able to run our sound system.
Please consider serving your Church in this way!
We would like people to view our worship service live if possible, to make better connections between
our in-person worship and the viewed worship. We will try first on Facebook as many people are
already using it. Pease type in a “hello!” in the comments to let us know you are watching. Share a
prayer concern or joy. Most Sundays we will have a “host” responding to your comments in real
time, offering virtual hospitality.
We would like more people to subscribe to our YouTube account. There is no fee to be a subscriber.
First make yourself an account on YouTube. You do need to enter in your email address, along with
your name and birthdate. You will receive an email with a passcode to verify your email address.
You will not get regular emails from YouTube. Then subscribe to our channel: vcfaithlutheran. This
is one word. Click “show notifications”. You will then have an easier time finding our new posts;
they will be under your “subscriptions” and it helps our channel move up in the search engine if we
have more subscribers.
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WELCA News
Faith WELCA did not meet in July. We will meet at 3pm on Monday, August 10th, at
the church. We will be brainstorming ideas regarding the Fall Festival and what it will
look like this year because of Covid-19.
Here are the upcoming dates to remember:
Saturday, October 17, 2020—Faith Lutheran Fall Festival
August 5-8, 2021 (rescheduled dates due to pandemic)—Women of the
ELCA Gathering in Phoenix, AZ. The theme is “Just Love”.
I would like to share excerpts from the following article on the WELCA website regarding a
new project. The release form is available at the church if anyone would like to participate.
Julie can also email the release form to you.

Enjoy the rest of your summer,
Cheryl Foell, WELCA President.

RECEIVING A HANDWRITTEN LETTER IS AS SPECIAL AS A GIFT
By Linda Post Bushkofsky
Even in the best of times, we humans crave community. For Lutheran Christians, it is part of our
spiritual DNA> we want to be with and care for others. Living within the new realities wrought by a
global pandemic, many of us now crave community more than ever. So, along the lines of everything-oldis-new-again, how about a letter-writing project to sustain community?
A SIMPLE PROJECT
WELCA’s Dear Friend in Christ is a simple project. You start by writing a letter using the salutation,
“Dear Friend in Christ.” We invite you to share your thoughts about two questions: How is your faith in
Jesus Christ sustaining you during the global pandemic? What words of encouragement can you offer the
person who receives your letter? Your letter can be handwritten or typed. You can remain anonymous or
you can identify yourself. Maybe you’d like to include a drawing, photo, recipe, prayer card, or something
else to boost the spirits of the recipient.
You print and sign the Dear Friend in Christ release form at welca.org/dearfriend (or complete it online)
and then place the release form and letter in an envelope and mail it to Dear Friend in Christ, Women of
the ELCA, 8765 W. Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631.
When you write to Dear Friend in Christ, your letter will be swapped with a letter from another writer.
They will get your letter; you will get their letter. The exchange is anonymous (unless you provide your
contact information), so you can share as little or as much information about yourself as you like. Letters
are paired at random, and we will try to match participants with someone in a different geographical part
of the ELCA. Letters are mailed on a rolling basis.
MAIL YOUR LETTERS BY OCTOBER 15
Women of the ELCA staff read all letters before the exchange happens. And when writers grant
permission, snippets of letters have been posted on welca.org/dearfriend.
We began this letter-writing project back in May, but there’s still plenty of time for you to participate.
Letters should be mailed by October 15, 2020, to have them distributed by the end of the project, All
Saints Day, November 1, 2020.
Linda Post Bushkofsky is executive director of Women of the ELCA. This blog is Linda’s Grace Notes column in
Gather’s September 2020 issue.
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Mission Team Project—School Supplies
The Mission Team annual school supplies drive began July 1st. These items are
needed at our local schools and will be distributed to students whose families find it
difficult to buy the supplies needed. You may drop off items at Faith through August
9th. There will be a plastic container for the school supplies in the gathering area.
Monetary donations should be placed in the donation envelopes and marked “School
Supplies”. We appreciate all the support this congregation has given to this project in
the past, and we know we will do well again!
Reminder: Please stick to the items on the following lists.
ITEMS NEEDED: Each child needs to have their own personal hand sanitizer.

Jefferson Elementary School (Grades K-3)—Crayola Crayons (box of 8 or 24); Fine Line & Broad Line
Markers (classic colors); Elmer’s School Glue (no gel glue); Glue Sticks: 2 Pocket Folders; #2 Lead Pencils;
Plastic Pencil Boxes; Colored Pencils; Pink Erasers; Fiskar Scissors; Highlighters; Wide-lined Spiral
Notebooks; Large Size Tissue Boxes; Clorox Wipes; Paper Towels.
Washington Elementary School (Grades 4-6)—#2 Lead Pencils; Mechanical Pencils; Crayons (24
count); Fine Line & Broad Line Markers (classic colors); Highlighters; Glue Sticks; Elmer’s School Glue;
Scissors; 12 “ Rulers (both inches & centimeters); Wide-lined or College-Lined Spiral Notebooks; 2 Pocket
Folders; Loose Leaf Paper; Pink Erasers; Pens (blue, black, red); Fine-Tip Black Sharpie; 3-Ring Binder;
Zippered Pencil Case or Box; Large Size Tissue Boxes, Clorox Wipes.
The Mission Team will meet Tuesday, August 11 at 5:30pm to pack school supplies and plan the fall
mission projects.

Red Willow Ministries Quilt & More Auction
Red Willow Bible Camp will be holding their annual Quilts & More Auction on Sunday, August 30.
Quilts & More Preview—Thursday & Friday, August 27-28—9am-5pm. Pre-sales: Buy me now
silent auction items Absentee Bid Forms available online: www.redwillowbiblecamp.org.
Quilt Auction Schedule—Sunday, August 30
10am—Viewing opens
11am—Picnic Lunch
12:15pm—Ausland Silent Auction closes
1pm—Live Auction outside the chapel and online
2:30pm—Raffle Drawing for Queen-size Quilt (pictured)
Raffle tickets $5, some available in church office
3pm—Chapel Silent Auction closes
For more information or to view auction items, visit BIT.LY/RWBCQUILTS
Email - office@redwillowbiblecamp.org
Phone number - 701-676-2681
Red Willow is located at 1651 Jacob Drive, Binford, ND
Your donations to Red Willow Bible Camp Ministries will be needed more than ever since no summer
Bible camps were able to take place due to the coronavirus.
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS: 2. Mike
Morehouse; 3. Gavin Wiebe; 5. Adam
Larson, Penelope Shape; 6. MaKayla Frieze;
7. Greg Burchill, Reagan Gray, Lauren May;
8. James Hanse; 9. Lance Lukes, Bonnie
Wieck; 10. Eliza Johnson, Michael Kratz, Kaleb
McClaflin; 11. Aubrey Becker, JoAnn Hooper, Levi Nix;
13. Val Bolstad, Stacey Lilja; 14. Madison Anderson,
Marsha Anderson, Karen Crooks, James Henderson;
16. Payton Aarseth, Zoey Johnson; 17. Darrell Holm,
Maxine Peterson, Jazmine Schmidt; 18. Robin Idland,
Adam Pilgrim, Bob Thibeault; 19. Mia Nielsen, Austin
Tompt; 20. Faith Schmidt; 21. Kirsten Gerhardt;
23. Marlys Peterson; 24. Kaitlyn Bergner, Elissa
Hovland, Jayden Hovland; 26. Jeremy Wiebe; 27. Cindy
Waagen; 28. Mike Brand, Laura Limesand, Kim Moritz,
Shelly Rodriguez; 29. Briana Bundy, Dennis Hoye,
Jack Moritz, Christian Pilgrim, Kenzington Pilgrim;
30. LeeAnn Peterson; 31. Ruth Geinert, Alan Larson,
Abby Walker.

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: 2. Jeremy & Kara
Wiebe; 3. Paul & Dana Lindemann; 4. Dean & Brenda
Klein, Brandon & Nicole Moen; 9. Derick & Kelly
Mallette; 11. Brad & Megan McKay; 18: Justin &
Brianne Foell, Brandon & Ashley Nadeua; 20. Jason &
Kirstin Gerhardt; 21. Mark & Tonya Schlotman;
25. Nick & Amanda Nielsen; 30. Bill & Rhonda
Friestad, Kent & Patty Gronlie.

July Transitions in Our Parish
BAPTISMS: We welcomed into the family of God Ridge
Bradley Rischmiller, born September 6, 2019 and
baptized July 26, 2020. His parents are Zach & Jill
Rischmiller and sisters are Hadley & Max. God bless
Ridge and his family.
DEATHS: Our sympathies to Damon & Brenda & family.
Carol Stoll, Damon’s sister. Carol died February 1, 2020
in Georgia. Her memorial service was held here at Faith
on Saturday, July 11 with Pastor Jolene officiating.
Our sympathies to Virgil & Tami Kratz & family. Tracey
Hill, Tami’s sister, died July 16, 2020. Her funeral service
was held July 20 at Oliver-Nathan Funeral Chapel with
Pastor Jolene officiating.
Please keep these families in your prayers.
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August Service & Care
**Damon & Brenda Bong
Mary Ann Anderson
Don & Kathy Burke
Illa Glandt
Merl & Tiffany Greenley
Mary Johnson
Nancy Knutson
Brenda Stearns
John & Mary Stearns
*Thank you for serving!

July Attendance
July 5
115 online views only
July 12
32 & 86 online views
July 19
35 & 52 online views
July 26
44 & 234 online views
*online views are households watching

Offering
January
February
March
April
May
June
July

$18,110.48
$21,585.00
$17,027.00
$15,633.00
$17,979.00
$12,133.00
$16,062.00

Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$20,585.61

Faith Family Fun Night
On Monday, August 17th we will be having a Faith Family
Fun Night Back to School Party at the Municipal Swimming
Pool here in Valley City! We will be renting the pool for just
our church families from 6-7:30pm! This is a free event and
we would love to see all of you and your children! Can’t wait
to see you there!

Prayer Chain
We would like to expand our prayer chain group. We welcome any active member that would like to
pray for those requesting prayer. This is a way to be involved in God’s work in individual lives. You
receive a phone call and pass the info on to the next person in your small group. It is important to
take this seriously to keep the integrity of the prayer chain strong. Let Julie or Pastor Jolene know if
you would like to be added to the prayer warriors group.
If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain or prayer list in the
bulletin you may call the church office to do so. For the prayer chain we
will ask the name of the person and the reason to activate the prayer
chain. Also to remove someone from the prayer list please let the office
know so we can keep it current.

July Memorials
In memory of Floyd Geinert given by Ruth Geinert (School Supplies).
In memory of Tracey Hill given by Gloria Glandt (Undesignated); Jack &
Val Moritz (General Fund).
In memory of Dan Johnson given by Jody Johnson & Family (Capital Appeal).
In memory of Dr. John Keller given by Elaine Walls (Altar Guild).
In memory of Mavis Myers given by Elaine Walls (Altar Guild)

JULY TEAM MEETINGS
Altar Guild—Meets Wed, Aug 12
at 10:30am
Council—Meets Tue, Aug 11
at 7:00pm

Mission Team—Meets Tue, Aug 11 at 5:30pm
September Service & Care— Meets through
emails/texts/ phone
WELCA—Meets Mon, Aug 10 at 3pm

FLC Staff—Meets Tue, Aug 4 at 4:00pm
& Wed, Aug 19 at 1:30pm
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Sunday School News
Vacation Bible School is coming on Thursday,
August 6th and Friday, August 7th from 6-8:30pm
both nights! We will have a program along with the
church service on Sunday, August 9th in the church
parking lot at 9:30am! We will be following all the
safety guidelines and precautions will be taken to try
to keep everyone healthy! If your child isn’t feeling
well, please keep him or her home! Thank you! Can’t
wait to see your child/ren there!
Tentatively, we are looking at starting Sunday School on Sunday, September 13th. Please
watch for more information soon on registration and what Sunday School will look like this
year! We are looking for a curriculum that can be used at home. If you are interested in
helping teach Sunday School this year, please let Wendi know! Thank you!

Faith Kids Club Schedule

We welcome all 4th-6th graders to come to our Wednesday afterschool program! Kids Club
meets Wednesdays from 3:15-5pm here at Faith or once a month we go do a service project
around the community. This year we might not be able to do service projects as frequently
due to the health guidelines we will be following. The children are picked up with the church
van from Washington School and parents pick them up from Faith. Wendi Wilmes will be
leading Faith Kids Club.
If there is no school at Valley City Public Schools, there will
be no Kids Club.
*We will be tentatively starting Kids Club on Wednesday,
September 2nd! Watch for more information soon!

A Prayer for Blended Learning
I can learn in many different ways. I can learn at home. I can learn
at school. I can learn in both home and school. This year I’ll be
learning in many different places, one thing with always stay the
same: No matter where I am, God is with me. No matter where I am,
God loves me. No matter where I am, I am God’s child. Amen.
(by Traci Smith)

Jr/Sr High Breakfast Drive Thru Club

We will be starting a Breakfast Drive Thru Club in September on
Wednesday mornings starting at 8am! This will be available for all
Faith 7th-12th graders! Starting at 8am, come to Faith to receive
a breakfast treat and a blessing in a sack that you can take with you
on your way to school! Watch for more information coming soon!
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We hope you have enjoyed your summer!
Wednesday, August 26 is the Back to School Luau. We expect our
confirmation youth and their parents to help bring the plates to the tables
and to help with clean up. We are thankful for your wiliness to help The
Back to School Luau is a fundraiser for our youth ministries.
Confirmation Guide Meeting will be Wednesday, September 2nd, at 7pm in
the fellowship hall.
No in person Castaway Club Retreat this year. They are planning an online event.

Confirmation Orientation—August 12
All 7th graders and parents and those new to our confirmation
program are asked to attend an orientation session on Wednesday,
August 12th, at 7pm with Pastor Jolene and Wendi. We will spread
out in the fellowship hall. We will talk about the inclusive, relationship
building experience we offer making connections with and between students, parents and
the congregation. We will talk about the pressures of adolescence and the supports
that parents, caring adults, church and school can provide. We will walk through the
expectations and the schedule.
Please feel free to invite another parent/student to join you if your student has a friend
without a church connection.
A letter with information was mailed out to the new 7th grade families. If your household
didn’t receive a letter and your child is going into 7th grade, please let the office know and
Julie will mail a letter to you.

Hey Jr/Sr High Youth!

We will be going to the Redhawks Game on Sunday, August 9th! Game starts at 5pm,
so we will leave the church at 3:15pm. Church will cover the cost of your ticket but
please bring money for any food that you would like! Only 10 spots
available, so please let Wendi know ASAP if you would like to come!
The Redhawks are distancing out their seats, so we will be socially
distanced from others. Also, please bring a mask to wear in the van
on the way to the game! This is subject to change.

Change of Date—ELCA Youth Gathering
in Minneapolis July 24-28, 2022!
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“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse
Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz
Treasurer: Amy Johnson

Church Office:

(701) 845-4390

Fax Number:

(701) 845-5887

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Coordinator of Youth Ministry and
Sunday School: Wendi Wilmes
Accompanist/ Worship Coordinator: Cyndi Hill
Custodians: Mark & Sandy Brandvold
Council President: Val Moritz
Council: Sandy Brandvold, Paulette Everson,
Brandon Nadeau, Mike Nix, Karla Ranisate,
Tyler Van Bruggen, Cindy Waagen, Jeremy Wiebe

E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pr. Jolene’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: treasurer@faithlutheranvc.org
Wendi’s E-Mail: wendi.wilmes@gmail.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com
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