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3rd Annual Back to School Luau
Celebrate Community & Our Fun Congregation!
Your Evangelism Team will hold our 3rd Annual
Luau on Wednesday, August 28th, from 5:00-7:00pm
at Dacotah Pavilion in Chautauqua Park. Please
note: There will not be a regular worship service at the
church that night. See the poster in this newsletter for
all of the details. This meal is a way to promote our
church to the community and celebrate the great
family of Faith we have here.
To make this event a success, each member of our
congregation will be receiving a letter and 5 tickets in
the mail during the first week in August. We are asking
you to sell these tickets and/or purchase them yourself
and turn the money in to Julie at the church office
either by mail or dropping it off before Friday, August
16th. This will give the food committee an idea of how
many people to plan for. Tickets can, of course, be
bought the evening of the event also. Posters will be
distributed around town and the event will be advertised in the newspaper and on the
radio. But again, to ensure the success of this project, we need YOU to sell the tickets!
All proceeds will go towards the church “General Fund”.
Thank you to all of you in our congregation for making this
what we hope will be a huge success. We will need help with
preparing, serving, running kid’s games, and cleaning up.
Please offer your help by signing up at church or calling the
office if you can help in any way. Come and
enjoy a great meal and have fun at the Luau!
SEE YOU THERE ☺

Summer Worship & Burgers ‘n’ Brats
The Summer Worship schedule continues with Sunday Worship at
9:00am. We have a mid-week service on Wednesday evenings at
6:15pm. Please join us for burgers ‘n’ brats at 5:30pm followed by
worship on Wednesdays in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign up to grill
& serve or to bring a salad/side dish or treats. This is an informal
service, so come as you are! Keep your Christian faith growing this summer!
Last Wednesday service is August 21st. This will be a special
outdoor service after a potluck supper. Invite your neighbors! The
church will provide grilled burgers, brats and hot dogs. We ask you to bring a
salad, side dish or treats to share. The worship service will be across the
street in the vacant lot. We will have chairs set up. Come enjoy as we hear
God’s Word in his creation.

Letting go
Jesus wants us to release our grip on all kinds of obstacles,
possessions

Cartwheels were tough for me as a kid. I never really got the hang of them. One has to be ready to let
the body fly freely in order for a cartwheel to have any elegance. Mine were pathetic. I must have looked
like a rotary fan with bent blades. The legs never straightened out as they rotated over my body. The
hands wanted to touch the ground at the same time.
It was a control thing, or rather an unwillingness to give up control as I felt my body going upside
down.
I can't say that my early cartwheel experiences have made me stiff and possessive in my adult life.
But there are facets of my life and yours where we don't live as freely as we ought. Our lives tighten up
around things over which we don't want to lose control. Yet freedom in Christ will only be ours where we
find ways to stop clinging to our possessions, bodies and egos.
Reducing the entire message of Jesus to two words, I could make a persuasive argument in favor of
the phrase: "Let go."
Jesus is constantly admonishing his followers to let go. He wants us to release our grip on all kinds
of obstacles and possessions. Our fears, hang-ups, judgmental tendencies, fixation with money, narrowmindedness, piles of stuff and self-centeredness all have to go. Oh yes, we also had better be ready to let
go of our lives.
If we can't get this relinquishment assignment down, Jesus informs us we have no chance of experiencing abundant life.
Obviously, most of us fail in this relinquishment project most of the time. Why else are there claw
marks all over our possessions, even fresh ones as we look up from our deathbed?
The 12-step idea of "letting go and letting God" sounds wonderful. It is, in fact, an easy line to say.
But it's also unbelievably hard to follow. The advertising world, to mention but one example, burns
through our eardrums and eyeballs on a daily basis with one repetitive theme: "You never have enough."
I suppose we never do have enough as our minds stay busy blurring wants and needs. There is always
more to clutch, grasp and own.
So how do we talk about the crisis of disposophobia (the fear of getting rid of stuff), or of the spiritual
ache that results when we equate "letting go" with deprivation?
Our attachment to stuff isn't our only problem. How do you talk with your best friend about letting go
of her anxiety over her dying spouse? How do you shape a conversation with your aging mother who is
reluctant to give up the family home, displaying contempt for even the suggestion that she move into a
residence with assisted living options? How do you speak to yourself when you are struggling to accept
the fact that your grown kids are never moving back in, even though they left some clothes behind in the
closet a decade ago?
Possessions are typically much harder to get rid of than they are to acquire. The same holds true for
certain memories, secrets and resentments. Yet certain strategies can help us let go.
First, candor is essential. Tell the truth. Worrying about losing something every day, or pretending
that we will never die — both are silly ways to live.
Second, recognize that the firmness of the grip with which we hold on is a
greater spiritual problem than the object or relationship to which we're clinging.
Third, empathize with the anguish associated with letting go. Speak tenderly
as you plot new moves forward. Relinquishing is hard.
Fourth, letting go does not have to be resignation. It can be a positive choice
that affirms something more important than the clutch of the present.
Finally, ask what kind of person you want to be. If Jesus could let go of his hold
on equality with God (Philippians 2), by faith we can loosen our grip on unhealthy
attachments.

"God is always trying to give good things to us, but our hands are too full
to receive them." That's theologian Augustine (354-430) dropping a quiet reminder: To be rich toward God means detaching ourselves from mistaken priorities.
Ah, the will to let go.
Pastor Peter Marty
Published in “The Lutheran” magazine
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A message from our Council President "Gods work. Our hands."
(ELCA 25 year anniversary Sunday)
It is hard to believe our summer is near the end as Preschool-12th grade school,
college and our church year programming all will begin soon. From council to
all the committees in our church, planning, preparation and praying seem to be
common ingredients as we work together to do God’s work here and make him
part of our lives and us a church family.
Please take part in the upcoming activities as we move into September.
Back to School Luau:
The Evangelism Committee would like to see everyone be a part of this fall favorite. This continues to
grow and is an awesome event. See you at Chautauqua August 28th.
Replenish Our Reserves Campaign:
We had not planned on a special fund raising campaign this year but we have had to borrow
internally from the cemetery fund and other designated savings and we need to repay these accounts.
In mid-July the Stewardship Committee, Council and representatives from the WELCA, Mens Group
and Endowment Foundation determined it was necessary to replenish our savings. $20,000 is our
target to replenish our savings. We started with commitments of $2,000 and have $18,000 to
go. There is a five part plan unfolding to stabilize or finances:
1. Intentional giving. We thank everyone for their gifts to Faith Lutheran Church of every
kind. Please see if you are on track with your intended giving for the year.
2. New support. If you have not began an intentional giving plan, please consider doing so. It feels
good to regularly support the work of our congregation and it all makes a difference.
3. Replenish Campaign. Support the “Replenish Our Reserve Campaign” with your specific
donation. We plan to celebrate our work together in this area with a meal on September 8th, 2013.
4. Manage our expenses. We manage our expenses very well and will continue to look for ways to
be faithful stewards of what is given for God’s work: examples are setting the air conditioner at a
higher temp throughout the week and using less paper.
5. Planning. August 17th the council will have its monthly meeting and engage in strategic planning
for our church.
September 8th worship and celebration "Gods work. Our hands." Sunday:
The WELCA and Men's Group will be hosting a meal after our service to celebrate these events at our
church:
1. The 25 year Anniversary of Faith Lutheran Church. The joining together of First Lutheran
Church and Nebo Lutheran Church in 1986-87 This merger has made our congregation such a
welcoming, innovative, imaginative congregation.
2. The 25th Anniversary of the ELCA. 2013 is noted as the 25 birthday of the ELCA. It's theme is
"Always being made NEW". 25 Years Together In Christ.
3. The celebration of the replenishing the reserves campaign.
4. Participate in service projects and mission opportunities in our congregation and
community.
Please continue to be a part of this living congregation. Everyone is important here. I hope the last
weeks of the summer are great.
Peace,
Tory
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Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting (unapproved)
Tuesday, July 9, 2013
A. The July 9th Faith Lutheran Church Council meeting was called to order at 7pm at Lake
Ashtabula by President Tory Hart. In attendance were Pastor Jolene and Council Members:
Brenda Bong, Troy Miller, Larry Sayler, and Stephanie Mayfield.
B. Pastor Jolene led the Council in devotions, using Faith 5 method: Share, Read, Talk, Pray, and
Bless. The Council members then shared their highs and lows and whom and what they are praying
for in their lives.
C. Troy motioned to approve the Secretary’s Minutes from the June council meeting. Brenda
seconded the motion. Motion carried. Larry moved to change the GIFT or Family Sunday School
time to 10:30am on Sundays beginning this fall from the June motion that set the time at 10:15 to
allow the Praise Team and families a bit more time in between the Sunday service and GIFT.
The motion was seconded by Troy. Motion carried.
D. Stephanie moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Larry seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
E. Pastor’s Report was given by Pastor Jolene.
F. Other Ministry Team Reports: Youth group report given by Larry Sayler discussing the youth
backpacking trip set for July 20. Worship team report given by Tory Hart stating there was not a
date set yet for the Gospel Concert—it was still being considered. Evangelism report was given by
Stephanie discussing the Luau on August 28 to be set up the same as last year.
G. Old Business
1. Red Willow Council Retreat 2013: Set for Aug 17. Through discussion it was decided that
the Council will go to Red Willow Friday evening on Aug 16 for dinner and pre-retreat discussion
and will meet until mid-afternoon Saturday Aug 17 to discuss goals for the Church committees,
the Church itself, and for Pastor Jolene in hopes of producing a strategic plan for Faith.
H. New Business
1.Troy moved to approve the Property Committee go ahead with getting bids for the Hail damage
to parsonage and church roofs. Larry seconded the motion. Motion carried.
I. The next church council meeting was set for August 17th, 2013 to be held during lunch at the Red
Willow Church council retreat.
J. The meeting was adjourned at 8pm & the council closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Stephanie Mayfield

Transitions in Our Parish
BAPTISMS: We welcomed to our church family, Brooke Elizabeth Bopp,
born April 15, 2013. She was baptized July 7th - Brooke’s parents are Luke and
Stephanie (Burchill) Bopp. We welcomed to our church family, Odin Magnus
Greenley, born April 20, 2013. He was baptized on July 7th - Odin’s parents are
Merl and Tiffany (Hill) Greenley. We welcomed to our church family, Emmy
Raye Larson, born March 28, 2013. She was baptized on July 21st - Emmy’s
parents are Jeff & Carly (Schuler) Miller and her big sister is Kinley. Please
keep our newest little members and their families in your prayers.
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS: 1. Jan
Anderson; 2. Mike Morehouse; 3. James
Swanberg, Victoria Stearns, Gavin Wiebe;
4. Kara Wiebe; 5. Adam Larson; 6. Jean
Johnson, Brian Zerface; 7. Greg Burchill, Lauren May,
Rory Mulvaney; 8. James Hanse, Ryanne Thornton;
9. Lance Lukes Mark Schlotman,
Bonnie Wieck;
10. Eliza Johnson, Michael Kratz, Alexis Ondracek;
11. Aubrey Becker, Joann Hooper, Levi Nix; 12. Carol
Grenz; 13. Val Bolstad, Dan McGough, Allison
Mooridian, Brian Plecity, Kasidy Tibke; 14. Marsha
Anderson, Madison Anderson, Jared Swanberg;
15. Jessica Kamstra; 16. Payton Aarseth, D.J. Elstrom,
Zoey Johnson; 17. Adam Hart, Jazmine Schmidt;
18. Jordyn Heck, Robin Idland; 19. Austin Tompt;
20. Jayden Gereer, Clayton Pederson, Faith Schmidt;
21. Kirstin Gerhardt, Amber Neurauter; 23. Marlys
Peterson, Nathan Sayler; 24. Kaitlyn Bergner, Elissa
Hovland, Jayden Hovland; 26. Meghan Dahnke, Beth
Klingenstein, Kelsey Olauson, Bonnie Olson, Jeremy
Wiebe; 27. Garrett Andel, Christina Kamstra, Cindy
Waagen, Joselyn Wenzel, Clyde Williamson; 28. Mike
Brand, Laura Limesand, Kim Moritz; 29. Dennis Hoye,
Dan Johnson, Jack Moritz, Kelsey Olauson; 30. Shawn
Mayfield, LeeAnn Peterson; ;31. Jason Bong, Seth
Hanson, Alan Larson, Brenda Tompt.
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: 1. Tyler & Emma Tufte;
2. Jeremy & Kara Wiebe; 4. Dean & Brenda Klein;
5. Paul & Nancy Hilborn; 10. Dan & Bea Faust; 12. John
& Tonya Samuelson; 18. Brandon & Ashley Nadeau,
Harlen & Gloria Witt; 20. Jason & Kirstin Gerhardt;
21. Mark & Tonya Schlotman; 23. Craig & Cristal
Larsen; 25. Gary & Janeen Anderson; Brandon & Ashley
Nielsen; 26. Dan & Candace Johnson; 27. Don & Kathy
Schlotman; 29. Jed & Meghan Dahnke, Dave & Jeanne
Johnsen.

July Memorials

September Service & Care
Care
**Don & Kathy Schlotman
**Steve & Karen Nitschke
Bud & Verna Anderson
Alice Bergan
Mickey & LaVerne Bjornson
Paulette Everson
Gloriann Gaarder
Paul & Nancy Hilborn
Cindy Knudson
Margie Lima
Jack & Val Moritz
Kim Moritz
Steve & Tara Nelson
Lorraine Nitschke
Sandi Pollock
Connie Ronholm
Gloria Witt
Brian & Brooke Yanish

4007
6816
0396
0997
4231
2663
4220
840-0157
3658
0243
2769
840-879
5744
1568
3991
490-1256
840-8591
840-8154

** indicates co-chairs
Thank you to all who serve faithfully on
your month! If you would like to serve on
a month & are not on a scheduled month,
please let the office know & we will give
you a month to serve on.

July Attendance
July 7
July 10 & 14
July 17 & 21
July 24 & 28

148
48/81
43/116
50/98
Offering

In memory of Barb Brand by Doug & Arlene Larson
(New Front Door); in memory of Henrietta Dotting by
Mildred Enockson (Matins), Doug & Arlene Larson (New
Front Door) by Lorraine Leniston (New Front Door) by
Richard & Linda Klein (New Front Door), by Marcyne
Pederson (Sunday School), by Warren & Brenda Ventsch
(New Front Door); In memory of Alice Horsager by
Florence Karlgaard; in memory of Eline Knudson by
Steve & Karen Nitschke (Foundation); in memory of
Dennis Leingang (Illa Glandt’s son-in-law) by Jan
Anderson (Matins), by Lyle & Mary Ann Anderson
(Mission Christmas),
by Mildred
Enockson
(Undesignated), by Doug & Arlene Larson (Altar Guild),
by Dave & Carol Smith (Undesignated).
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January
$25,796.10
February
$16,549.71
March
$23,036.33
April
$12,682.26
May
$13,916.75
June
$17,283.00
July (exclude 7/31)
$21,211.50
Monthly Mission Plan $20,448.03

June Gifts
In honor of Illa Glandt’s 80th Birthday by
Floyd & Janice Monroe (Matins), by W.E. &
Lila Rohwedder (Foundation); in honor of
Larry & Connie Pederson’s 50th Wedding
Anniversary
by
Paulette
Everson
(Undesignated).

Mission Team Project - School Supplies
ITEMS NEEDED:
(Jefferson School)

The Mission Team is once
again taking
donations for
school supplies. These are
items that are needed at our
local schools and will be
distributed to students whose
families find it difficult to buy
the supplies needed. You can
drop off items at the church
any time before August 13th.

Primary Color Markers (box of 8 thin line or box of 10,
regular size); School Glue Crayons (box of 8, 16, and 24);
Colored pencils ; Pink Erasers; #2 Pencils; Scissors; Glue
Sticks; Elmer’s Glue; 2-pocket Folders; Plastic pencil
box; Wide-lined spiral notebooks, Loose Leaf Paper;
Book bag (cloth or canvas); Tissues (lg. boxes);
Clorox Wipes.
(Washington School)

Donations of money should be placed in a pew
envelope marked “School Supplies.” We appreciate
all the support this congregation has given to this
project in the past, and we know we will do well
again! Reminder: Please stick to the items
provided in the following list.

Kleenex - lots!!!; Markers—8 count;
2-Pocket Folders; Highlighting
Pens; Glue Sticks; Pencils; Colored
Pencils—12 count; Crayons; Large
Pink Erasers.

Mission Projects

WELCA NEWS

The Mission Team has an on-going Diaper Drive
because the need for diapers and wipes is high. The
diapers and wipes can be put in the blue cart that
Barnes County Food Pantry items go. Your help is
greatly appreciated
Don’t forget the Christmas Mission project.
The loose dollars on the first and
third Sundays and the coins each
Sunday go to help needy families
during the holidays. You may
also use the pew envelopes for
your contributions.

Feeding your ♥ and Soul.
Celebrate you! WELCA invites all
women to Joy on the Journey
Retreat on Saturday, August 3rd
at Maryvale from 10am-4pm.
Featured speaker is Kim Wagner, a
motivational humorist.
The Registration fee of $40
covers meal and coffee breaks. For
more information call Martee Lunde,
845-1974 or Connie Pederson,
845-4839.
We will resume our monthly meetings on
Wednesday, August 14th as we again start
preparing for the Fall Festival which is
scheduled for Saturday, October 12th.
Connie Pederson - President

Help Wanted
Sheyenne Care Center is
accepting applications for a
part time position in Pastoral
Care. Although this position supports the Catholic
identity of Sheyenne Care Center and in conforming
with the Ethical and Religious Directives for
Catholic Health Care Services, it is not required that
applicants be Catholic. Seeking ordained minister
or a person with or willing to obtain CEU credits in
chaplaincy training.
The position consists of
rotation with worship service, Bible study and
required on-call. Initial hours would be 15 hours per
week with possible full time by year end. Contact
Craig Christianson at 701-845-8222.

Thank you!
Thank you for all the prayers for Dennis and
his family during his illness and death.
Thank you for my birthday cards, flowers and
hugs. God has blessed me with 80 wonderful
years and may He bless you too.
Illa Glandt
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PINK-FLAMINGO
YOUR FRIENDS!
Last chance to surprise your
friends before the flamingoes fly
south until next year! Pick up a
“Flock of Flamingos” order form
at the church (and fill it out with
the name and address of a friend who you’re
certain would be “delighted” at waking up one
morning to a cheery flock of bright, hot-pink
flamingoes in his/her front lawn. Turn the form
into the office along with the minimum $10
flamingo fee, and wait for the results!
TEAM MEETINGS
Altar Guild
Meets Thurs, August 8th,
at 10:00am
Children’s Ministry Team
Meets Mon, August 5th, at 5:15pm
Fireside Room
CIRCLE
Meet Tues, August 13th, at 9:00am
Fireside Room
Council
Meet Sat, Aug 17th, at 1:00pm
Red Willow Bible Camp
Evangelism Team Meeting
Meets Tues, July 30th, at 6:30pm
Men’s Group
Meets Sat, August 17th, at 7:30am
Mission Team Meeting
Meets Tue, August 13th, at 5:30pm
Property Committee
Meets Wed, August 7th at 5:30pm

Redhawks Baseball Game
August 25th is Faith Day! Game is at 1pm
Fargo-Moorhead Redhawks against Kansas City
T-Bones. Red Reserved tickets are $7. Each
ticket includes a Kids Meal voucher good for a
hot dog, chips and pop. All families who would
like to attend are welcome and any children
4th – 6th grade may attend without their parents
with parental permission. Meet at church at
11am and we will caravan/car pool together.
Please let the office know if you are
attending by Sunday, August 11th so tickets
may be ordered.

Take Me Out to
the Ball Game!

Country Fair & Quilt Auction
Sunday, August 25th, Red Willow Bible
Camp is having their annual Country Fair &
Quilt Action. Come join in a fun-filled day of
activities. Worship with the MOOS Band ‘Men of
Our Savior’s Band’ of Moorhead, MN with their
great blend of bluegrass and gospel music. Join
the Homemade Pie Contest (see the Red Willow
Bible Camp website for contest rules and entry
information). There will be swimming, crafts,
games and more supervised activities for kids
ages 5 to 12 years old. Live and Silent Actions bid on a variety of beautiful quilts and fine art
pieces.
Visit redwillowbiblecamp.org for more
information, contest rules, and to view donated
items and raffle quilt photos.

September Service & Care
Meets Sun, August18th at 10:00am
Fellowship Hall
Stewardship
Meets Wed, August 14th at 11:00am
WELCA
Meets Wed, August 14th at 4:30pm
Youth Team Meeting
TBA
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Where We’ve Been and Where We are Going
The End of Sunday school and the
beginning of Cross-Generational
Faith Formation
As we prepare to make a major change in our church, going back to the Biblical parent-led faith
formation model that formed a strong sense of identity in Jews and Christians for thousands of
years, and leaving behind the more recent model of a Sunday school, which grew in America in the
50s and 60s, as one-room schoolhouses gave way to long-halled schools with polished tile floors and
age-segregated classrooms, many of you are anxious, many of you are excited.

Our first Sunday of GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) will be September 22nd. Registration for
GIFT will be held at the Luau on Wed Aug 28th and Sunday Sept 8th. Both times will include fun
activities and information about this positive, life-giving change in our church. GIFT will be
imaginative, participatory, image-driven and conversational. It will be a time when the most
dedicated people in our children’s lives are met with the most effective methods and meaning-full
moments to practice the Faith 5 at home each night at bedtime: Share + Read + Talk + Pray +
Bless.
Families are busier than ever. The reality is that our schedules are overpacked. We don’t need
another program, we want a way to be together and grow closer together as a family. Sunday
morning is often the only time the whole family can actually be together living, laughing, growing
and equipping themselves for the challenges ahead. The church can best serve our families by
giving encouragement, peace and power from God and his people to meet the week ahead. Come
as you are and learn and enjoy with your children. No one will be asked to get up front and be in
a skit if they don’t want to. We will need families to bring a snack and help clean up from time to
time. We learn best when we are relaxed and having fun.
This new (but very old!) formula will involve less of a program approach to Christian faith
education at church and more of a process approach at home. Those who have the greatest access
to children and the most at stake (parents, grandparents, caring adults) will be called as primary
faith mentors, guides and role models to their own children. The home will be reclaimed as the
primary incubator of faith. In this formula, the church serves as ally, supporter and reinforcement
(not replacement) of parents in their Biblically mandated responsibilities. And we will have a lot of
fun together! We will seek to surround every child and family with multiple, cross+generational
layers of care and support so that no child in this church will grow up without an intentional,
adopted faith family of grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins. The wisdom of the elder and the
wonder of the child are at the core of this model as church and family work together to raise up
healthy and strong children and families. The model of faith formation commanded by God through
Moses to the people of Israel was clear about who was to teach children and when and how that
teaching was to occur:
Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and
talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you
rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on
the doorposts of your house and on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:6-9
This system is easy to do and will be worth all the time you invest. You will be blessed.
Pastor Jolene (with credit to Rich Melheim)
P.S. The following is some research on the origins of Sunday School done by Rev. Rich Melheim.
It helps us understand "Sunday school was never invented for or intended for Christian homes..."
It's got some crazy fun quotes from the original founders.
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Continued on pg. 9

Cont. from pg. 8

Where did Sunday School Come From (and who was it for?)
About the time of the French Revolution, English philanthropists Hannah and Martha More and
newspaper publisher Robert Raikes saw a huge social problem and launched a campaign to address it.
Millions of illiterate and ill-mannered children were roaming the streets of England on Sundays,
causing havoc among annoyed shop-keepers and farmers. With a concerned eye looking at the
revolutionary fever gripping the poor in France, and with the encouragement of William Wilberforce
and John Wesley, these educational innovators developed Sunday schools as an “irresistible attack
against ignorance and vice—those worst of enemies to the human race.” The movement caught on like
wildfire. Within a short time it spread through English cities, towns and villages, then across Europe
to the Americas, and soon to all corners of the world through Methodist and other mission networks.
Hundreds, then thousands, then millions of children and adults joined. A “Society for the Support and
Encouragement of Sunday Schools” was formed in London, citing the movement as the answer to
England’s growing civil and social ills. By 1785, Henry Thornton, Chairman of the Society, wrote:
"In manufacturing towns, where children from their infancy are necessarily employed the whole
week, no opportunity occurs for their receiving the least degree of education. To remedy this evil, some
gentlemen, actuated by the most benevolent motives, have established, in some towns, Sunday
Schools, where children and others are taught to read, and are instructed in the knowledge of their
duty as rational and accountable beings... they are trained up in habits of virtue and piety, as well as
industry, and a foundation is laid for their becoming useful members of the community."
Thornton continued:
"If any further argument in favour of these schools was necessary, a striking one presents itself
in the contemplation of our crowded prisons, and frequent executions, which shock the feelings of
humanity, and disgrace our country. The sad history of these wretched victims… plainly evinces that
(their criminal life is due) to the want of an early introduction into the paths of virtue and religion…
In this point of view, then, this institution (Sunday school) may be considered political, as well as
a religious one, claiming the attention even of those, who if not particularly zealous in the cause of
Christianity, cannot be insensible to the advantages that would accrue to society from the
preservation of good order, and the security of persons and property."
The first “Sabbath School” in the United States was founded in Pittsburgh in 1809 “for the
suppression of vice, reformation of manners, and propagation of useful knowledge.”
Sunday school was never to serve as a substitute for Christian children in Christian homes. It was
created as an evangelical outreach for illiterate children to get them off the streets, keep them out of
trouble and turn them into literate, contributing members of society. In village after village and case
after case, the newly literate children began dragging their prized Bibles home to teach their parents
and grandparents literacy and morality. Raikes and his colleagues began to receive thousands of
“thank you” letters from drunkards who were convinced to give up drink by their children, robbers
who gave up theft, prostitutes who cleaned up and found new professions, and parents who were led
to Christ by their children.
The problem with the Sunday School movement today—with the drop-off child the norm and very
little faith talk in our homes—is the system that was set up to aid spiritual orphans is now creating
and enabling them. If there is to be a lesson learned from the origin of Sunday school that can inform
and aid the strategic design for a systems approach to the systems ministry problem, it may be this:
when parents and children are together in the Word and in the process, “a little child will lead them”
back to Christ.
Sources:
Mark K. Smith. (2002) “Hannah More: Sunday Schools, Education and Youth Work,
The Encyclopedia of Informal Education, http://www.infed.org/thinkers/more.htm.
Last update: May 29, 2012 (accessed January 10, 2013).
William Freeman Lloyd, Sketch of the
Life of Robert Raikes, esq: and of the
History of Sunday Schools (1826), 63.
Dr. Rich Melheim, www.faith5.org
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Confirmation News
Please place on your calendar, letter will be mailed out closer to the
beginning of the school year:
Surviving Adolescence Course: 3 Sessions Sundays Sept 15, 22, 29th
at 7 pm. A fun and informative course for parents and teens as they gain
tools to navigate adolescence. The second session will also serve as registration for our confirmation program. All parents of 7th-9th graders strongly encouraged to attend. Regular classes for 7-9th graders will begin October 2nd.
10th GRADERS and their parents will meet on Wednesdays Sept 11, 18, 25 at 7 pm for
the faith stepping stone “Confirmation” which will help them confess their faith, confirm their
vows and claim their calling. One of the sessions they will also collect ideas for their banner.
Due NOW! –Pastor Jolene is still waiting for a few of you to let her know who your mentor is so
a packet may be picked up from the office or mailed for your meetings. Call the office if you
would like the packet mailed.
All month of August –Meet with your Mentors.
Due September 29th— All requirements completed including: Tic-Tac-Toes, Mentor visits,
Faith Statements & Bible Verse.
Sun Oct 27th — Confirmation Day!

Castaway Club Retreats! Hey Youth, Save the dates Now!
Make plans now to join us on the Jr High Retreat for all 6th– 8th graders September
20-22! The Sr High Retreat for all 9th-12th graders is September 27-29! Castaway Club is on
the shores of beautiful Pelican Lake, near Detroit Lakes, MN.. This is a wonderful opportunity to
travel to a camp for a weekend retreat of fun climbing the 40’ wall or relaxing in the giant hot
tubs, have fellowship with friends and
listen to wonderful speakers for us to
grow in your faith with Christ.
The cost for the retreat is $75!
Registration forms and $75 are
due Sunday, September 8th!
Watch for mailing with further
details and registration forms.

Faith Kids Club News!
Faith Kids Club resumes in September. We welcome all 4th-6th
Graders to come to our Wednesday after school program called Faith
Kids Club. We would LOVE to have all of our enrolled 4th-6th grade
students and friends to come to this program where we will learn
God’s Word and what great things He has in store for us. Holly
Malheim, our Family Ministry Coordinator, will be leading the group.
Watch for a mailing with details and registration form!
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High Wilderness Backpacking Trip Sky Ranch!
We had 7 youth and 2 chaperones go on this backpacking adventure from July 20th-27th in the
beautiful Colorado wilderness. They were Madisen Anderson, Isaac Baade, Aubrey Becker, Brittany
Beedle, Mikayla Gustafson, Angela Larson, Melissa Pedersen, Megan Tichy. Chaperoning were Jake
Chesley and Larry E. Sayler . The group hiked between 20-30 miles in 5 days with Mary and Joel as
their guides. They had no modern facilities except at the home campsite so they lived by LNTB (leave no
trace behind). The group filtered fresh stream water to drink. Their typical day was pray, eat, devotions,
hike, pray, lunch, mini devotion, hike, free time, pray, eat, nightly devotions with the day’s highs and
lows then to bed. The pictures below speak for themselves the beauty and awe of the land. “Who planted
all these trees?” is a quote from one of the youth ☺

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,” or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?
Matthew 6:25 (One of the verses from their devotions)
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Return Service Requested

Church Staff
Pastor: Jolene Knudson-Hanse
Administrative Assistant: Julie Mikkelsen
Family Ministry Coordinator: Holly Malheim
Treasurer: Amy Johnson
Organist/Worship Team Coordinator: Cyndi Hill
Worship Team Coordinator: Nancy Knutson
Custodian: Mike Schmidt
Council President: Tory Hart
Council: Jane Anderson, Brenda
Bong, Bob Hetler, Stephanie Mayfield,
Troy Miller, Larry E. Sayler,
Cheryl Storhoff, Cindy Waagen

Church Office:
(701) 845-4390
Fax Number:
(701) 845-5887
Parsonage:
(701) 845-9110
Website:
www.faithlutheranvc.org

E-Mail Address:
faith@ictc.com
Jolene’s E-Mail: faithpastor@ictc.com
Nancy’s E-Mail:
knute71@msn.com
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com

“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

