Faith On the rise
Faith Lutheran Church . 309 Fourth Street Northeast . Valley City . North Dakota . 58072
Volume XXVIII Issue VIII Monthly
August 2021

IN THIS ISSUE:
Pages 2
A Word from Pr Trey
Prayer Chain
Page 3
Message from
Council President
Transition Team
Page 4
Jr/Sr High Day of Service
Page 5
Red Willow Quilt Auction
Stewardship for Our Leisure
Page 6
WELCA News
Page 7
School Supplies Collection
FLC Men’s Group
Page 8
August Birthdays
& Anniversaries
August Service & Care
Team Meetings
Pr JoAnne’s Retirement
Open House
Page 9
Attention: K-6th Graders
Faith Family Fun Night
Blessing of Backpacks
July Memorials & Gifts
Page 10
Sunday School
Rally Sunday
Faith Kids Club
ELCA Youth Gathering
Page 11
Jr/Sr High Youth Fun Night
Thrivefest
Castaway Club Retreat
Page 12
Staff Info
Inserts
Calendar/ Luau

11th Annual Back to School Luau!
Our Evangelism Team will hold the 11th Annual Luau meal Wednesday,
August 25, 5pm-7pm in the Fellowship Hall! This has become a great community
event to celebrate the beginning of the school year and is an important fundraiser for
our youth programming as we begin the new Sunday school and confirmation year.

We are going to have a Cake Walk for all ages this year! If you would like to
bring a baked good for the cake walk please do! We encourage everyone to enjoy the
Cake Walk! It will be $1 a time to walk in the cake walk, so bring your dollar bills to
support our youth. If you would like a youth to do the walk part for you we will have
youth available for that. You would get to pick your baked good if you win.
This year has been hard to find sweet corn that will be ready by the Luau. If you have
any sweet corn that will be ready or know of someone please let the Evangelism Team
know—Brenda Klein, Tonya Samuelson, Gina Thornton and Erin Metcalf. You can
contact the office too. We would need a total of 350 cobs. This has been from multiple
sources in the past.

Volunteers are an important part of making this such a
success each year. We will need volunteers with serving
food and ticket taking. A signup sheet is on the table in
the gathering area. We also rely on our 7th-9th grade
youth and parents to assist with this event. Thank you
for your help!
Faith
Each member’s household of our congregation should
receive a letter and 5 tickets in the mail the first week of
Lutheran
August. We are asking you to sell these tickets and/or
purchase them yourself. Invite a neighbor or friend to
join you at the meal. Please turn in the money to Julie
at the church office either by mail or dropping it off before Friday, August 13. Tickets can be bought the evening of the event also.
Come and enjoy a great meal and have fun at the Luau!

Join Us For Worship and Coffee Fellowship
We come together Sunday mornings at 9:30am to worship
together. We look forward to worshiping with each other.
We praise God through music, scripture, message and Holy
Communion. We continue to livestream the services on our
Facebook page: Faith Lutheran Church Valley City. Enjoy
coffee and a treat after worship for a time of fellowship.

Faith Lutheran Family,
I am so thankful for your warm and gracious hospitality in my first few days as your interim
pastor. As much as I’m learning about the unique and exciting ways this congregation ‘does
church’, I know you also are learning from me who ‘does church’ in ways that also are unique and new to you.
Like making music with someone new, though we all know the same rhythms and melodies, it can take a little
while to get settle into ‘a groove’. Thank you for helping make music together as we lean into this new season
together.
As we continue to “settle into a groove” in the weeks ahead, I know you and your family are also likely putting
together your fall schedules, if you haven’t already got them in place. As you consider how to prioritize your
time I want you to consider renewing a commitment to our congregation and to look for new ways to be a part
of our mission to worship, welcome, and serve. In the coming weeks be on the lookout for information and
invitation from us with opportunities to share an extra hour or two of your time per month to help the community
encounter Christ and grow in faith and love.
I look forward to the ways we're making music together!
The peace of Christ be with you always,
Pastor Trey Daum

Prayer Chain Needs New Members for their Group
We would like to add new people to our prayer chain group. The prayer chain has been losing several
people on this group. Ideally we would like four people in each small calling group. We welcome any
active member that would like to pray for those requesting prayer. This is a way to be involved in
God’s work in individual lives. Prayer is an important part of the healing process for many.
This is how the Prayer Chain works: you receive a phone call and pass the information on to the
next person in your small group. Some people who request prayer would like only the prayer chain
participants to know about the situation, others want as many people as possible to know and pray for
them. It is important to take this seriously to keep the integrity of the prayer chain strong. Please let
Julie know if you would like to be added to the prayer warriors group.

If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain and/or our prayer list in the
bulletin announcements you may call the church office to do so. For the prayer
chain we will ask the name of the person and the reason to activate the prayer
chain. Also to remove someone from the prayer list in the announcements please let
the office know so we can keep it current.
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A Message from Our Council President
“Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who
is in heaven.” Matthew 14:16
Every single member of Faith Lutheran Church is an important part of our ministry. Your gifts and
talents are unique and, when shared, strengthen the entire church.
As we gear up for fall and the beginning of Sunday School and confirmation, please consider what
you can contribute to these programs. Teachers and mentors are always needed. Other areas you
may be interested in include running the video equipment, the sound board, sharing your musical
talents, greeting, ushering, assisting with communion, quilting, WELCA, Men’s Group, Bible
studies……..there’s something for everyone.
Let your light shine! Get involved, you’ll be greatly rewarded.
God Bless!
Val Moritz, Council President

Transition Team Announced
We are so happy to announce that our Transition Team has been
formed. Members of this team are Nancy Ost, Erin Metcalf, and
Sue Milender Toppen. These team members will be responsible for
gathering congregational input and completing the congregational
profile.
Please thank these team members and keep them in your prayers as they begin this very important
step in our call process.

Progress Chart
We do have a chart on the table in the gathering area. This chart has the steps we will go through
as we search for our new pastor. As progress is made we will color it in with a red marker. We
encourage you to look it over so you know what we will be doing. Details for each step are on the
chart. We pray to God for guidance as we go through this process.
Steps to be taken are as follows (bottom to top)
• Current Pastor Resigns—complete
• Beginning the Interim—complete
• Ministry Site Profile—in process
• Call Committee
• Considering Candidates
• Call Extended
• Call Accepted/Welcoming New Pastor
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Jr/Sr High Day of Service
On Monday, July 19th youth from Faith went with other youth from Our Savior’s and Trinity to help
The Neighborhood Church in Fargo. We helped them landscape and build an outdoor food pantry
outside of the church. We also helped them clean and organize inside the church. Finally, we made
and served a meal to people in their neighborhood. You should all be very proud of the youth as they
worked really hard and did a wonderful job!

After we finished our day of service, we
went to a RedHawks game and had lots
of fun together!
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Red Willow Quilts and More Auction—August 28!
Red Willow Ministries is excited to put on our annual Quilt Auction, Saturday, August 28.
• 10am—Viewing in the gym
• 11am-12:30pm—Picnic Lunch
• 1pm—Live Auction
• 10am-2:30pm—Silent Auction in the Chapel
• 2:30pm—Raffle Drawing
Quilt action donation forms and absentee bidder forms can be found on our website at:
www.redwillowministires.com/happenings.
Like us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/RedWillowMinistries) to view some quilts as they become
available.

Stewardship of Our Leisure Time
I commend enjoyment, for there is nothing better for people under the sun than to
eat, and drink, and enjoy themselves, for this will go with them in their toil
through the days of life that God gives them under the sun. Ecclesiastes 8:15
Busy-ness keeps us from living with joy and peace in today’s 24/7 world,
but Scripture reminds us that this is hardly new. Ecclesiastes was written
some 2,500 years ago! Ecclesiastes does not give license for mindless
pleasure-seeking, but rather affirms that our hard work should be balanced
with time for relaxation and enjoyment with friends and family.
Saints and mystics have long touted the need for rest and renewal. In the monastic tradition
it’s referred to as otium sanctum—Holy Leisure. Not just wasting our free time, but using it for
renewal. As steward/disciples, we aim to use our leisure time wisely. Here are some idea:
Keep the Sabbath: God actually commands us to stop working one day per week, as
Exodus 20:8-11 makes clear. But there is no prohibition against leisure. (Why else would God
give us a day off?)
Plan your vacation: Even if you're taking a STAYcation, plan your time for maximum rest
and enjoyment.
Manage your schedule: Are you a slave to your appointment book driven by other people’s
priorities? Put yourself first—scheduling in time for leisure. Even if it’s just 30 minutes here
and there!
Find an activity you like: What do you do just for you? Discover—or Rediscover—
what brings you joy, then make time to do it.
Socialize: Friends and family make life enjoyable. Spend time with them.
Invest, don’t waste, time: Many activities pass the time but don’t give back much in renewal
or refreshment. Choose activities wisely.
God expects us to work, but not work ourselves to death. Sabbath and leisure time provide
means for us to find balance in our life, as well as friendship, love, renewal and purpose.
Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul
Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.
He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.

5

WELCA News
WELCA did not meet in July. We did, however, start serving funerals with Arlene
Rasmussen being the first. We are following guidelines set by the council and are
limiting the number of people served as well as changing our usual method of serving.
Thank you to all of you who said yes to serving and helping at funerals. If anyone
else is interested in serving and helping at funerals please contact me.
Upcoming dates to remember are:
August 11, 3:15pm: Monthly WELCA Meeting
September 18: EaNDSWO Fall Convention at Park River Bible Camp.
Kevin Wallevand will be the main speaker. If anyone is interested in
attending please contact me, 840-1368.

I discovered on the WELCA website that WELCA offers two types of scholarships for women. The
links to applications and more information are on the website: womenoftheelca.org/scholarships
Scholarships for Lutheran laywomen
Scholarships for Lutheran Laywomen provide assistance to Lutheran women
studying for a career other than ordained ministry.
The purpose of the Scholarship for Lutheran laywomen is to provide assistance to
women studying for a career other than ordained ministry. General funds for this
scholarship come from the Cronk, First Triennium Board, General, Mehring, Paepke, Piero/Wade/Wade,
Edwin/Edna Robeck Opportunity Scholarship for Lutheran Laywomen along with funds for specific
opportunities from Arne Administrative Scholarship, Schmieder Leadership Scholarship, Amelia Kemp
Scholarship, Belmer, Kahler, Vickers/Raup Funds and Irene Drinkall Franke, Mary Seeley Knudstrup
Funds.
Administrative leadership: The Arne Administrative Scholarship provides assistance to women
interested in reaching the top of their field as administrators. The additional education may be pursued
through full-time school attendance, night courses, or summer sessions.
ELCA college and seminary leadership: The Schmieder Leadership Scholarship provides assistance
to women administrators and faculty at ELCA colleges and seminaries who wish to participate in
leadership training and management training institutes.
Women of color leaders: The Amelia Kemp Scholarship provides assistance to ELCA women of color in
undergraduate, graduate, professional, or vocational courses of study.
ELCA service abroad: The Belmer, Kahler, Vickers/Raup Funds provides assistance to women
preparing for ELCA service abroad, either in general or in health professions.
Christian service: The Irene Drinkall Franke, Mary Seeley Knudstrup Funds provides assistance to
women as they take graduate courses preparing them for occupations in Christian service.
Scholarship for ordained ministry
The Herbert W. and Corinne Chilstrom Scholarship provides assistance to Lutheran women during their
final year at an ELCA seminary. Candidates must be preparing for ordained ministry in the ELCA and
must have been endorsed by their synodical candidacy committee.
I pray you are all having a good summer,
Cheryl Foell, WELCA President
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Mission Team Project—School Supplies
The Mission Team annual school supplies drive began July 1st. These items are
needed at our local schools and will be distributed to students whose families
find it difficult to buy the supplies needed. You may drop off items at Faith until
Monday, August 12th. There is be a plastic container for the school supplies in
the gathering area.
Monetary donations should be placed in the donation envelopes and marked
“School Supplies”. We appreciate all the support this congregation continues to
give this project!
Reminder: Please stick to the items on the following lists.
ITEMS NEEDED:
Jefferson Elementary (Grades K-3) - Crayola Crayons (box of
24); Crayola Fine Line Markers (8 ct or 20 ct); Crayola Regular
Size Markers (box of 10 classic colors); Elmer’s School Glue;
Black Sharpie Markers; Pink Erasers; Plastic Pencil Boxes; #2
Lead Pencils; Glue Sticks; Two Pocket Folders; Fiskar Scissors;
Wide-lined Notebooks; Colored Pencils (24 ct); Highlighters;
Large Size Boxes of Tissues; Clorox Wipes; Paper Towels.
Washington Elementary Grades 4-6) - #2 Lead Pencils; Large Pink Erasers; Crayons (24 ct);
Fine Point Crayola Markers; Broad Line Crayola Markers; Black Sharpie Markers; Colored Pencils;
Highlighters; Glue Sticks; Elmer’s School Glue; Fiskar Scissors; 12” Ruler (both inches &
centimeters); Wide Lined or College Lined Spiral Notebooks; Two Pocket Folders; Pens (blue, black,
or red ink); Loose Leaf Wide Lined Paper; Large Size Boxes of Tissues; Clorox Wipes
The Mission Team will meet Tuesday, August 10 at 5:30pm to pack school supplies and plan the
fall mission projects. If you are interested in learning more and/or joining the Mission Team you are
always welcome to attend.

Faith Lutheran Church Men’s Group
As a Summer activity, we had a Bar B Que picnic on Wednesday evening, July 21st, at Mark
Brandvold’s cabin at the crossing (Lake Ashtabula). We extend a big Thank You to Mark for
being our Host. We enjoyed a wonderful meal with good fellowship and many stories with plenty of
laughter. It was a beautiful evening and a peaceful setting by the lake. This is our 2nd annual Bar
B Que and we hope to make it an annual event.
In August we plan to take in a RedHawks game in Fargo. I am looking at the date of
August 18th which is a Wednesday evening. If anyone is interested in attending,
please let me know as soon as possible so that I can order tickets. I think the plan
would be to meet at the church around 5:15pm and carpool to Fargo. If anyone
would like to just drive themselves, you could let me know ahead of time so I can get
you the ticket(s). Contact me at 840-8857 with any questions regarding this event or
if you would like to arrange for a ticket.
Thanks, Duane Larson
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS: 1. Jan
Anderson; 2. Mike Morehouse; 3. Gavin
Wiebe; 5. Adam Larson, Penelope
Shape; 6. Makayla Frieze; 7. Greg
Burchill, Reagan Gray, Lauren May;
9. Lance Lukes, Bonnie Wieck;
10. Eliza Johnson, Michael Kratz, Kaleb McClaflin;
11. Aubrey Becker, JoAnn Hooper, Lincoln Johnson, Axell
Johnson, Levi Nix; 13. Val Bolstad; 14. Madison Anderson,
Marsha Anderson, Carlos Blueshield, Karter Blueshield,
Karen Crooks, James Henderson; 16. Payton Aarseth,
Zoey Johnson; 17. Darrell Holm, Maxine Peterson, Jazmine
Schmidt; 18. Robin Idland, Adam Pilgrim, Bob Thibeault;
19. Mia Nielsen, Austin Tompt; 20. Faith Schmidt;
21. Kirstin Gerhardt, Bryson Zins; 23. Marlys Peterson;
24. Kaitlyn Bergner, Elissa Hovland, Jayden Hovland;
26. Jeremy Wiebe; 27. Cindy Waagen; 28. Mike Brand,
Kim Gray, Laura Limesand, Shelly Rodriguez; 29. Brianna
Bundy, Dennis Hoye, Jack Moritz, Christian Pilgrim,
Kenzington Pilgrim; 30. LeeAnn Peterson; 31. Ruth Geinert,
Alan Larson, Abby Walker.

August Service & Care
**Damon & Brenda Bong
Mary Ann Anderson
Don & Kathy Burke
Merl & Tiffany Greenley
Mary Johnson
John & Jennifer Kohler
Nancy Knutson
Jeremy & Stephanie Ness
Brenda Stearns
John & Mary Stearns
*Thank you for serving!

July Attendance
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

29
56
74
58

16+online views
15+online views
36+online views
13+online views

*online views are households watching

Offering

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: 1. Dillon & Tori
Nieuwsma; 2. Jeremy & Kara Wiebe; 4. Dean & Brenda
Klein, Brandon & Nikki Moen; 9. Derick & Kelly Mallette;
11. Brad & Megan McKay; 18. Justin & Brianne Foell;
20. Jason & Kirstin Gerhardt; 30. Bill & Rhonda Friestad,
Kent & Patty Gronlie.

Celebrating 37 years of faithful ministry

January
February
March
April
May
June
July

$13,072.98
$15,027.00
$17,658.95
$21,495.00
$19,102.00
$14,278.00
$12,280.00

Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$21,191.26

Retirement Open House
honoring Rev. JoAnne Moeller

AUGUST TEAM MEETINGS
Council—Meets Wed, Aug 11 at 5:00pm
FLC Staff—Meets Wed, Aug 4 at 1:30
pm & Wed, Aug 18 at 1:30pm
September Service & Care— Meets
Sun, Aug 15 after worship and
through emails/texts/ phone

Sunday, August 29, 2021, 2-4pm
Trinity Lutheran Church
499 4th Ave NW, Valley City, ND
Refreshments will be served
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Attention: Kindergarten-6th Graders!
On Monday, August 9th we will be getting together with kids from Our
Savior’s and Trinity at Chautauqua Park from 2-5pm! This will be open to all
kids that are going into Kindergarten through kids going into 6th grade!
We will be having an afternoon of fun and games together. Parents please
watch your emails for more information soon!

Faith Family Fun Night!
On Sunday, August 8th we will be having our 2nd Annual
Faith Family Fun Night—Back to School Party at the
swimming pool here in Valley City! We are renting out the
pool for just our church families from 7-8:30pm! This is
a free event and we would love to see all of you and your
children! Can’t wait to see you there!

Blessing of Backpacks!
We will be blessing the children and their backpacks as they begin their new
school year on Sunday, August 22nd. Children, bring your backpacks with you
to church on Sunday, August 22nd!

July Memorials & Gifts
In memory of Arlie Anundson given by Elaine Walls (Altar Guild).
In memory of Jeff Burchill given by Virgil & Tami Kratz
(Undesignated); by Jack & Val Moritz (General Fund);
by Elaine Walls (Altar Guild).
In memory of Hank Bruns given by Gary & Diane Sommerfeld (Mission).
In memory of Dale Hildebrant given by Gary & Diane Sommerfeld (Undesignated).
In memory of Wendell Kopperud given by Randy & Kay Bostrom (Worship & Music).
In memory of Scott Lima given by Randy & Kay Bostrom (Jr/Sr High Youth);
by Junette Christianson (Quilters); by Ardys Horner (Undesignated); by Lois Johnson (Quilters);
by Mary Johnson (Foundation).
In memory of Palmer Paulson given by Virgil & Tami Kratz (Undesignated).
In memory of Arlene Rasmussen given by her Family (Foundation); by Cheryl Foell
(Undesignated); by Jack & Val Moritz (General Fund).
In memory of Julius Reitan given by Illa Glandt (Undesignated).
In memory of Alice Undem given by Ruby Hansen (Quilters).
In memory of Kay Winter given by Gary & Diane Sommerfeld (Music).
In honor of their Family given by Al & Nancy Sorensen (Proclaim - July 25).
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Sunday School!

Sunday School will resume on September 12th at 10:45am!
We are SO excited to have a great year of Bible stories,
music, games, and crafts. Each week is a blast together with
Jesus. Wendi Wilmes is the Sunday School Coordinator.
.

If your child is new to Sunday School at Faith Lutheran, please
fill out a registration form before September 12th. It helps
us for planning seating and classroom supplies. We welcome all
kids that are 4 years old (or close to turning 4 by the start of
Sunday School) up to 6th graders to come each week!
We are in search of Sunday School teachers and substitutes for this coming year! If you
are interested in helping out please let Wendi know. Thanks so much!

Rally Sunday!

Rally Sunday is September 12th! We are looking at having
inflatable games in the parking lot along with other yard games.
We are also going to serve a meal (hot dogs, chips, and dessert)
to celebrate this new school year, and hopefully a much more normal
school year! Please save the date on your calendars and watch for
more information soon!
.

Faith Kids Club

We welcome all kids going into 4th-6th grade to come to our
Wednesday afterschool program! You will be receiving a letter in
the mail to sign up! Kids Club meets Wednesday from 3:15-5pm
here at Faith or once a month we go do a service project around
the community. The kids are picked up with the church van from
Washington School and parents then pick them up from Faith.
Wendi Wilmes leads Kids Club.
.

*We will be starting Kids Club on Wednesday, September 1st!

ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis—July 24-28, 2022!
Parents please be watching for a parent meeting in September to discuss who is
interested in attending this awesome gathering next summer! Every three years,
30,000 youth and their adult leaders from across the ELCA gather for a week of faith
formation. Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and
fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live their faith
in their daily lives.
Youth who are in 8th-12th grade at the time of registration (Fall 2021) are eligible to
attend. If we register by November 21, 2021 the cost will be $350. Remember a lot of
you have money in your youth accounts from fundraisers that we have done. Please be
watching for an email to plan a parent meeting. Thanks!
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YOUTH FUN NIGHTS!

On Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30pm we will gather together at various places! This will
be for kids going into 7th grade-12th grade in the fall. The goal of the night is to just have
fun together. There will be snacks, games, and fun!
Here is the schedule for August:
Wednesday, August 4—Movie Night at the Church!
Wednesday, August 11—NO FUN NIGHT...Wendi is on vacation!
Wednesday, August 18—We will go to Wendi’s parent’s cabin at
Lake Ashtabula!
Hope to see you there!

Thrivefest!

Jr/Sr High Youth—Wendi will be taking a
group of you to Thrivefest in Fargo on
Saturday, August 28! Thrivefest North is
one of the largest Christian music festivals
in the upper Midwest. It is a place where you
can celebrate the love of God and connect
with the family of faith. We will spend all
day Saturday hearing amazing Christian Music Vertical Worship—one of the groups performing
artists, and there is also food vendors, human
bounce balls, and face painting. Please watch
for more information soon!

Castaway Club Retreat! Hey Youth, Save the Date!

Make plans now to join us for the Castaway Club Retreat in Detroit Lakes the weekend of
September 17-19! This is open for all youth currently starting 6th grade up to youth
currently starting 9th grade.
This year’s theme is Known and Noticed! This year we will
explore what it means to be completely known and noticed by
God through Psalm 139. In the world of Snapchat, Tik Tok and
Instagram our youth understand what it is like to be “seen”
but to be KNOWN that’s a different story. We are true
masterpieces. Together we will uncover how we can look at
ourselves and others the way God sees us.
Wendi will be sending out more information soon in an email. The cost is $175, but please
remember that some of you have funds in your youth account. Don’t let cost be a factor
in attending, the church does have funds available to help with that. Wendi took a group
of kids to Castaway 2 years ago, and they had a blast!
It is a wonderful opportunity to share and grow in faith together!
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Faith Lutheran Church - 309 4th St NE - 845-4390 - office@faithlutheranvc.org

“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

Church Staff
Interim Pastor: Rev. Trey Daum

Church Office:

(701) 845-4390

Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz

Fax Number:

(701) 845-5887

Treasurer: Amy Johnson

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Coordinator of Youth Ministry and
Sunday School: Wendi Wilmes
Accompanist/ Worship Coordinator: Cyndi Hill
Custodians: Mark & Sandy Brandvold
Council President: Val Moritz
Phone: (701)840-1652
Council: Sandy Brandvold, Paulette Everson, Kent
Gronlie, Erin Metcalf, Sue Milender,
Mike Nix, Karla Ranisate, Tyler Van Bruggen,

E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pastor’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: treasurer@faithlutheranvc.org
Wendi’s E-Mail: wendi.wilmes@gmail.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com

