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The Sunday School children processed in with palm branches and sang
their praises to God with “Hosanna Rock”.

Holy Humor Sunday!
April 8th, the Second Sunday of Easter we will celebrate the joy we have
in the risen Lord! Wear a silly hat or brightly colored shirt or both. We
will tell some jokes and sing Christmas
tunes with Easter words.
Every Sunday there are smiles and laughs
at Faith, but this Sunday is a special day to
be intentional about having fun together
and celebrating life. Because Jesus lives,
we have nothing to fear and can rejoice
in God’s presence. Sometimes we take
ourselves too seriously and miss the delight
and fun of being a child of God.
You are invited to stay for Brunch and
a program in the Fellowship Hall as we
celebrate the results of our Rise Up!
Appeal. We rejoice in God’s generosity
and are excited for the future.

Let every living, breathing creature praise God! Hallelujah! Psalm 150:6

The last Wednesday evening of Lent, I gazed out at our congregation gathered for supper in
the fellowship hall. Every table was full. In the eating, in the conversations, in the laughter,
in the listening, God is here. I took a deep breath and thanked God for you, the gathered
people of God.
It is so important to gather as God’s people. God’s promises are not lies. Jesus says, “Where
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them”. God is present in the warm
nearness of beloved faces. God is there in the sound of the wind, in the promise of day, in the
quiet of night, but the sign of God’s presence is the continued congregation. The joys and
burdens we share together. At the supper table and the communion table, Christ, who loves
us, is with us. We gather to love and be loved. To serve and be served. Christ is with us, we
are his. We belong to God.
And so, in a world of pain and grief, war and fear, money and mania, we trust in Jesus
Christ. We gather in His name, daring to expect for things to be different. For all to have a
place. For all to have a chance.
God is there at the bedside of the dying. God is there at the table of visioning and planning.
God is there in the joyous song. God is always there.
If we listen…If we hush…if we quiet ourselves…be still…When we release our hands and
when we let go.
Wondrous Love. Amazing Grace. Beautiful Savior.
As the communion liturgy we shared on Maundy Thursday proclaims:
He is with us, and we are his. We belong to God. And so we pray:
We are yours, all yours, blessed Triune God,
all our lives, all our thanks, all our praise,
all our fears, all our grumbling, all our hesitations,
all our loves, all our joys, all our passions,
we give them all to you, with bodies, and minds and voices.
Yours, all yours!
On the Sunday after Easter, April 8th, we will celebrate God’s Yes in raising Jesus from the
dead by singing Easter words to Christmas tunes, laughing at jokes, dressing in bright colors
and silly hats, and remembering that we are children of God. Our youngest brothers and
sisters can remind us to delight in worship; we who can become too stiff or formal in praise
of God are prompted to play, to rest in the love of God. Then we will enjoy a brunch together
and have a short program celebrating the end of our capital appeal. 94 households made
promises and by God’s strength kept those promises, allowing us to build this fabulous,
barrier-free facility. A building that is Awesome to worship in and that we share well with
the community for classes and support groups: opportunities that create a healthier people
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and stronger community. We want to say “Thank you” and “Praise God” for coming this
far. And we will announce the beginning of our next capital appeal to complete the mortgage
(about $100,000 remaining), pay off the $10,000 of interest and build up a reserve for
maintenance expenses that will come in this well used building. The council and I would also
like to raise money for Mission and Ministry beyond our walls.
We learned in the first campaign that raising funds for our ministry is really not about
construction and money. It is about our commitment to Jesus Christ. A commitment to live
out God’s calling for us, so that our congregation is prepared for growth and many more years
of ministry in Jesus’ name.
A welcoming building that is accommodating and accessible is very important, but more
essential is the people that are alive with the love of Christ. We learn to love God and one
another as we worship, serve, eat and encourage as a community of Faith.
Help shape this vision. Start thinking about how you can be involved in the next capital
appeal. Participate in a listening session as we take note of what we are doing well and how
we can reach more broadly into the community.
God is full of surprises.
I am so amazed at God’s work among us, and am excited for this next
chapter of our life together as Faith Lutheran Church. God’s Yes is for
you. For all.

Thanks be to God.
Pastor Jolene

Prayer Team
Taken from “Each New Day” by Corrie ten Boom - devotion for March 9
“It is so hard to pray!”
“Yes, even the disciples had to ask the Lord how to pray. If you cannot pray, confess it to the Lord
and He will make you able.”
…...one of his disciples said to him, “Lord teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” Luke 11:1
Lord, we realize that wen we pray we are at a place of strategic importance. The devil laughs when
we are up to our ears in work, but he trembles when we pray. Guide and protect us and bless our
prayer life.”
Join us as we pray! We will meet April 8th at 8:30am in the Fireside
Room. Please note the date.
Blessings, Prayer Team
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A Message from our Council President
Christ is risen; he is risen, indeed!
The Easter season is such a joyful time in the Church year. How amazing is our Lord to
send HIS son to die for OUR sins? Many Christians claim the Christmas season to be their favorite.
After all, what can be more amazing than God sending his son Jesus to us in the form of a baby, lying
helpless in a manger? There is lots of excitement and joy that surrounds the Christmas season. It is the
season of giving. However, as exciting as the news of Christ’s birth is, the reasons why he was born are
what make Easter my favorite. Christ was born to teach us, to lead us, and ultimately die for us and forgive us from our sins. He left this world the same way he came in. Humbly. Although heroic and courageous, (and a lot of other adjectives that don’t do Jesus justice) the act of dying on the cross wasn’t the
miracle. Rising up, from the dead, is the miracle. The King of all Kings, Lord of all Lords, came into this
world in a manger, died for us on a cross and rose from the dead. Think for a moment about that last
sentence. Wow!
It seems quite fitting that our first capital appeal “Rise Up!” culminates during the Easter season
this year. As a congregation we’ve faced our fair share of challenges. Most congregations won’t ever
experience the level of hardship that we have. We’ve seen it. We’ve experienced it. We’ve lived it and
we’ve risen up. This month we finish a successful capital campaign which allowed us to build an awesome
church to facilitate God’s work through us. Countless prayers were answered during the entire process.
Thank you to all who took part in the Capital appeal by offering your time, talents and treasurers. Join
us on April 8th as we give thanks for all that has been accomplished in this process.
Even though we had a very successful campaign, there will still be a balance on our loan along with
interest to pay. A small mortgage on a brand-new Church building is certainly not unheard of. However,
as long as it exists, a large amount of our giving each month goes to paying for brick and mortar and
interest, leaving little for benevolence. Certainly, God has bigger plans in store for our congregations
works than that. We will be introducing a second capital campaign with hopes of paying off the mortgage
and interest, along with establishing a reserve account for continuing maintenance issues. With this
campaign, we also should also look outside our church building walls and help with mission work or
project. It could be in our community or elsewhere in the world. There will be some group listening
sessions held in the next month to assist in giving direction to our next appeal along with getting it jump
started.
I look forward to experiencing the “togetherness” that a capital appeal can bring to a congregation. Our
last one certainly brought us together. What does God have in mind for us this time? Time will tell. Until
then, celebrate all that we have accomplished! Chris is risen; he is risen, indeed!
Your Brother in Christ,
Tyler VanBruggen
Faith Lutheran Church Council President

Council Minutes Available at Faith
A reminder that the council minutes are available to the Faith Lutheran congregation at
the church. They are located on the table by the mirror in the gathering area. If you email
or request Julie to email them to you she can do that.
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Your 2018 Church
Council
Pictured: (l-r, back row)
Jeremy Wiebe, Mark
Brandvold, Larry Sayler,
Tyler Van Bruggen;
(l-r, front row) Pastor
Jolene, Paulette Everson,
Val Moritz, Karla Ranisate.
Not pictured: Linda Lane
and Scott Stanford
Your 2018 Council
members were
commissioned on Sunday,
March 11th. Please pray
for them as they work
diligently to keep our
church moving forward in
God’s work.
Tyler Van Bruggen is your council president. Scott Stanford is vice-president. Karla Ranisate is
secretary. If you have any questions, suggestions or concerns, please feel free to speak to any council
member.

Listening Sessions
As part of the beginning of the second
capital campaign, we will hold listening
sessions. Pastor Jolene will lead each
session. Anyone in the congregation is
welcome to attend.
They will be centered around these
three questions:
1. What do I love and appreciate about
my church? (what do I brag to my
friends/family about Faith Lutheran)
2. What do I wish we could do better, or
more of?
3. What needs of the community are
we meeting? How can we grow in our
outreach?
The sessions will be:
Thursday, April 19 at 7 pm
Sunday, April 22 at 10:30 am
Tuesday, April 24 at 4 pm.

Thank You to the
Lenten Skits Actors!
Everyone did a great job
acting and we enjoyed
each skit. Thank you
Tyler Van Bruggen for
coordinating the skits
and actors! Our actors
were Sandy Brandvold,
Cheryl Foell, Bob Hetler,
Mary Johnson, Scott
Johnson, Jessica Jones,
Katie Jones, Duane
Larson, Julie May, Val
Moritz, Jessica Ranisate,
Karla Ranisate, Brenda
Rohde and Tyler Van
Bruggen. Each skit was
a reminder of God’s
blessings for each of us
and how thankful we are
for all we have received.
5

WELCA News
WELCA met March 7 at the church. Final plans regarding the
packing of the personal health kits were discussed. We want
to thank all of those who donated items for the health kits.
Together with the preschool Sunday School children we put
together and packed 65 kits to be sent to Lutheran World Relief. Working with the younger children on
this project is so entertaining☺
Among other items discussed was the donation of a clothes steamer to be used for church purposes such
as tablecloths and weddings. Please ask Julie for information regarding it. We also discussed where
to hang the banner donated to WELCA by the Eastern NDSWO for hosting the state convention in
September. We will be hanging it in the Fellowship Hall. The Quilters are invited to rotate some of their
quilts with it.
We would like to thank Nancy Sorensen for donating
the purple ribbon for the table centerpiece crosses to
commemorate the seasons of Lent and Easter.
We are currently working on a set of guidelines for the
service and care groups and for those who unselfishly
donate their time to help at funerals. The guidelines
incorporate the ND Health Dept Standards along with
other details that will help with keeping the kitchen
organized and in good condition along with alleviating
confusion. Hopefully the guidelines will be completed
in time for the next newsletter. I would like to also
add that WELCA cannot thank those who help serve
funerals enough for the time and effort they donate. It
is truly a gift we can give to family who has lost a
loved one.
Next WELCA meeting will be April 9 at 2:30pm.
Note the change in time.
May everyone have a Blessed and Happy Easter,
Cheryl Foell, WELCA President

God’s Kids Say & Do the Funniest Things
A grandfather was going by his little granddaughter’s room one night when he saw her kneeling beside
her bed with head bowed and hands folded, repeating the alphabet. “What are you doing?” he asked her.
“I’m saying my prayers,” she replied, “but I couldn’t think of just what I wanted to say. So I’m just saying
all the letters of the alphabet, and God can put them together any way He thinks best.”
-via George Goldtrap, Ormond-by-the-Sea, FL

A 4-year-old girl loved to go to Sunday school and learn about Moses. But she suddenly lost interest in
going. “Why don’t you want to go, honey?” her mother asked. “Oh, I just don’t like to go to Sunday school
since Moses died,” the girl answered.
-via Rev. Dr. Ken Curtis, Fallon, NV
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Mission Team News
In April we will be collecting items for the Hi-Liner Pantry. The student
council very much appreciates our help! This is an expansion of the Bridges
Backpack program. It is for 7-12 graders experiencing need. The pantry is
housed in a classroom and is open 3 days a week and one evening a week.
This project is working out just as intended. It is discreet and students get
to pick the items they are most in need of.
Items most utilized are personal hygiene products: deodorant, tampons,
toothpaste, body wash, shampoo. They also have food items available, some
of which they get from the Great Plains Food Bank. But peanut butter,
crackers, cereal, granola bars go over well and can be brought to our
collection basket too.
Items will be delivered to the high school on April 27th.
Thank you!
Second Cup Sunday will be Sunday, April 8th. The Mission Team will be selling coffee and tea at a
discounted price. They will discontinue selling the Equal Exchange items when their inventory is gone.
Dayspring boxed cards can be purchased on Second Cup Sundays or see Julie in the office to purchase
them.
The 5KWalk/Fun Run for Hunger (Crop Walk) will be Wednesday, May 9th.
We will be starting from Faith again this year. If you would like to help out with the
organization of this fun event, please contact the church office. Sign up will begin the
end of April. There will be more information to come in the May newsletter.
Start watching for diaper sales! Coming up in May is our annual Mother’s Diaper Drive. Any donations
of baby diapers and wipes will be donated locally to the Barnes County Food Pantry.
Thank you to everyone who took a piggy bank and returned filled with their change and dollars! Your
giving makes a difference to the Lutheran World Relief projects!
The Mission Team’s next meeting will be Tuesday, April 3 at 5:30pm.

Noisy Offering
We will receive a noisy offering on the third Sunday of each month. March’s noisy
offering of $118.07 was given to Red Willow Bible Camp. April’s noisy offering will be
given to Abused Persons Outreach Center. Your loose change and dollar bills make a
difference!

Faith Lunch Bunch
The Faith Lunch Bunch meets the third Monday each month at 11:30am
to enjoy lunch and conversation. Each person does buy their own lunch.
Everyone is welcome to come enjoy the time together when you are able.
Meet on Monday, April 16th, 11:30am at the VFW.
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS: 1. Nancy Bjerke,
Lorianne Lima, Conner Mallette; 2. Tyler
Kotta, Stacie Larson; 3. Dana Lindemann;
Jerry Moritz, Nancy Sorensen; 4. Sawyer
Boock, Kathy Burke, Marlys Kunze; 5. Bea
Faust, Alec Storhoff; 6. Randy McClaflin, Willow Shape;
7. Matt Anderson, Blake Jewett, Nancy Knutson, Renée
Martin; 8. Gordon Reitan; 9. Adam Brandvold, Graysen
Foell, Kylie Van Bruggen; 10. John Miller, Abbey
Thornton; 11. Lara Mairs, Madison Trzpuc; 12. Riley
Smith; 13. Josh Gilbertson, Leah Radke, Chase Tompt,
Wendi Wilmes; 14. Mandi Munowenyu; 15. Brooke
Bopp, Andrew Nelson, Janel Richman, Kathy
Schlotman; 16. Richard Bartz, Derek Burchill, Carter
McKay, Shirley Olson; 17. Trevor Enstad, Karla
Ranisate; 19. Jason Beilke, Stephanie Bopp; 20. Odin
Greenley; 21. Kelsey Schulz; 23. Jan Johnson;
24. Samantha Nelson, Sydney Nelson; 26. Jordan Lunn;
27. Rochelle Grenz, Dallas Gruebelle, Hannah Johnson,
JP Jones, Dean Klein, Jacksyn Thornton, Maya Van
Bruggen, Elaine Walls; 28. Brianne Foell, Brady Larson; 29. Randy Schober.
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES: 1. Scott & Amy Johnson;
3. John & Brenda Stearns; 4. Randy & Sue M. Toppen;
8. Virgil & Tami Kratz, John & Jan Johnson, David &
Lara Mairs; 12. Pat & Deb Horner; 13. Jasen & Kathy
McGough; 14. Keith & Cindy Hovland; 15. Jerry &
Carol Moritz; 18. Mark & Paula Thomsen, Ryan &
Jessica Johnson; 22. Doug & Becky Kratz; 25. Shane &
Tricia Germann; 28. Dennis Hoye & Linda Lane.

March Service & Care
** John & Elise Miller
** Tim & Nancy Ost
Val Bolstad
Greg & Karen Burchill
Miranda Erickson
Rick & Robin Idland
Jody Johnson
LaVonne Lee
Brandon & Ashley Nadeau
Dave & Carol Smith
Dan & Emily Thompson
Elaine Walls
Brian & Georgia Welken
Thank you for serving!

March Attendance
March 4
148
March 7 ( Lent)
103
March 11
132
March 14 (Lent)
101
March 18
149
March 21(Lent)
120
March 25 (Palm Sunday) 175
Not Included
March 29 (Maundy Thursday)
March 30 (Good Friday)

Offering
January
February
March

$21,404.20
$14,819.00
$18,190.75

Needed monthly to meet Mission Plan:
$20,458.10

Food for Thought
An usher went up to a man who had his
hat on in a church pew, and asked him to
remove it. “Thank goodness,” said the
man, “I thought that would get a reaction.
I’ve attended this church for weeks, and
you are the first person to speak to me.”
-via Rev. Bill Park , Bethany, OK
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March Memorials
In memory of Rollie Enstad given by Ellen Bolstad (Solar Panels), by Ardie
Gregerson (Foundation), by Steve & Karen Nitschke (Foundation).
In memory of Dan Johnson given by Florence Karlgaard (Proclaim), Glen & Elizabeth McClaflin
(Undesignated), by Doug & Janice Richman (Undesignated), by Tyler & Angela Van Bruggen
(Undesignated).
In memory of Millie Justesen given by Kim & Cheryl Foell (Building Fund).
In memory of Jerry Langemo given by Mary Ann Anderson (Altar Guild), by Ellen Bolstad
(Solar Panels), by Ardie Gregerson (Undesignated), by Margie Lima (Building Fund), by O’Neil &
Jan Oppegaard (Proclaim), by W.E. & Lila Rohwedder.
In memory of Jerry Langemo given by Dave & Jeanne Johnsen (Altar Guild), by Arlene Larson
(Quilters), by W.E. & Lila Rohwedder (Foundation), by Violetta Saiyants (Foundation).
In memory of Doug Larson given by Dave & Jeanne Johnsen (Altar Guild), by Arlene Larson
(Quilters), by Violetta Saiyants (Foundation).
In memory of Evan Lunde given by Joe & Martee Lunde (Proclaim).
In memory of Ed McGough given by John & Elise Miller (Jr/Sr High Youth).
In memory of Thomas Miller given by Ellen Bolstad (Solar Panels), by Jack & Val Moritz
(Undesignated), by Tim & Nancy Ost (Building Fund), by Chad & Tracey Zaun (Undesignated).
In memory of Earl Undem given by Ardie Gregerson (Undesignated).

Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who brought homemade baked goods and purchases items from
our Youth Bake Sale. We received over $440 in donations! The money raised will
help with upcoming youth events.

New Member Orientation & Supper
We will be having a new member orientation and supper this spring,
likely April 29. Watch for more information to come in the bulletin
announcements. If you or someone you know is interested in joining our
Faith family please speak with Pastor Jolene.

APRIL TEAM MEETINGS
Altar Guild
Meets Thurs, April 19 at 10am

Men’s Group
Meets Sat, April 21 at 7:30am

Capital Appeal Team
Meets Wed, April 4 at 5pm
& ongoing Wednesdays

Mission Team
Meets Tue, April 3 at 5:30pm

Council Meeting
Meets Thurs, April 5 at 7:00pm
FLC Staff Meets Wed, April 4
at 12:05pm &
Tue, April 17 at 4;15pm

May Service & Care
Meets Sun, April 22 at 10:00am
WELCA
Meets Mon, April 9 at 2:30pm
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“This Changes Everything” - Vacation Bible School Day Camp
We are teaming up with Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and Trinity Lutheran Church
this year for VBS! Our Saviors will be hosting VBS Wednesday, June 6th , through
Friday, June 8th . VBS will be split into two groups: Preschool and Day Camp. The
preschool group will consist of children starting kindergarten in the fall of 2018 and
2019. The Day Camp group will consist of children in grades 1-6 as of fall 2018.
Day Camp will run from 9am-3pm on the 6th and 7th, and from 9am-noon on the 8th.
Preschool will run from 9am-noon all three days.
We will conclude with a family program involving both VBS groups on the 8th at
11:30am in which all are invited to attend and see what the kids have learned!
Lunch will be provided to the Day Camp VBS kids at noon on Wednesday and
Thursday and at 11am on Friday. Lunch will be provided for the Preschool VBS kids
at 11am on Friday only.
VBS is FREE! Registration forms must be filled out and returned by
RETURNED by MAY 1st. They can be dropped off in the church office or mailed to
the church at PO Box 606, Valley City, ND 58072.
We are still in need of a few volunteers in the following areas:
housing counselors or feeding them an evening meal, rotating with
a group of preschoolers in case of bathroom breaks, etc (no
teaching required), sitting in on the Day Camp with the older kids
for supervision purposes, and help with setting up, serving, and
cleaning up lunch on Thursday (10:30am-12:30pm). Please contact Amy
Johnson if you are interested in helping out with any of these areas!

Faith Kids Club News
Faith Kids Club had fun at the Winter Show on
March 7th. They went to Bridgeview on March
14th to play Bingo and visit with the residents.
Faith Kids Club meets Wednesdays, 3:15-5pm.
Schedule for April:
April 4—Kids Club at Faith
April 11—Kids Club at Faith
April 18—Early Release Day from School—
Planning to go to the Planetarium
April 25—Kids Club at Faith
Happy Birthday Pastor Terry!
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H2H Head to Heart Confirmation News!
Thank you to our youth, parents and Head to Heart Guides for your excellent help during Lent. When
we work together, things go smoothly and blessings abound. The prayer stations featuring the Psalms
were a Gift to our community, thank you for taking that project seriously and helping others experience
god.
April Schedule:
Meal at 5:30pm. Worship at 6:30pm. Meal is OPEN TO ALL. Wednesday worship services work best
with all ages participating; students are expected to be here each week, parents are highly encouraged to
attend. We love it when our elders and little ones make time for mid-week worship and learning too.
April 4: small group night or night free—up to Guides. Meal served, then Bible study, no worship service.
April 11: Worship: them is Media & Materialism: Isaiah 55:1-3. God wants us to be filled with all that is
life-giving and good. Knowing the difference between need and greed.
April 18: Stewardship of Treasure: all we have is a gift from God: Malachi 3:10.
April 25: students will choose topic the week before, Suicide or War and Peace.
May 2 is small group night and May 9 is the FunWalk/Run for Hunger. Think ahead and gather some
pledges for your walk/run and make a difference in God’s world!

The Youth Say Thank You!
Thank you to all the adults who helped set up and break down the booth,
worked in the Youth Winter Show booth and to all who donated money
to help offset the cost. We are very thankful for all the adults who
volunteered to work shifts during the day and worked alongside
our youth. Thank you Becky Kratz, Julie May and Terri Dalgliesh for
making the Scotcharoos, chocolate chip cookies and the barbeque. These
homemade items are always a big hit! A big thank you to Amy Johnson
for coordinating everything! She has been coordinating the youth booth
for the last 3 years and will now be passing it on to a new person. If you
are interested in coordinating the youth booth for next year please let us
know!

Hello Youth Group!
April showers bring May flowers.
School is starting to get closer to the end! Exciting! Please keep posted from
my text messages when youth group will be held. We all are looking forward to
summer and getting together!
If you have any questions, feel free to call or text me at 701-840-9067.
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Church Staff

Parsonage:

Visitation Pastor: Rev. Terry Monson

Fax Number:

Administrative Assistant: Julie Moritz

Church Office:

Pastor: Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse

(701) 845-4390
(701) 845-5887
(701) 845-9110

Website: www.faithlutheranvc.org

Treasurer: Amy Johnson

Children & Family Ministries Coordinator:
Amy Johnson
Director of Youth Ministries: Melissa Pedersen
Organist/Worship Coordinator: Cyndi Hill
Worship Team Coordinator: Nancy Knutson
Custodians: Mark & Sandy Brandvold
Council President: Tyler Van Bruggen
Council: Mark Brandvold, Paulette Everson,
Linda Lane, Val Moritz, Karla Ranisate,
Larry E. Sayler, Scott Stanford

E-Mail Address: office@faithlutheranvc.org
Pr. Jolene’s E-Mail: pastor@faithlutheranvc.org
Pr. Terry’s E-Mail: terry_m_58102@yahoo.com
Nancy’s E-Mail: knute71@msn.com
Cyndi’s E-Mail: cyndi.r.hill@gmail.com
Amy’s E-Mail: amy.j.johnson95@gmail.com
Melissa’s E-Mail: melissapedersen97@icloud.com
Mark’s E-Mail:
mbrandvold@valleyplainsequipment.com

“Rejoice! The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:5

